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« grants emergency aid to Palestinians 

S WkMmi^ AP> Eur °P ean Community (EC) 

Mtit MiSStics and pcacer^r* 5,9 mi,,ion in emergency aid for 
president of the CurviJan rrt^ ta ' 5nS tcam - Manue * Marin - VKC 
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countries in iM«cvfi' ® 0me _ billion has been pledged by vanous 
Smi lhc ■« ^ yeaiTto build thc 

RUlbori. In addition^ ih? J° undatl ? n for peace. Europe promised WOO 
fmctvcnev dkl In ,'|J 1C ?° mn }unity on Saturday gave SIS million in 

in the ixLpttd lands. The 
SfSffc 5r™ ^" anci31 «*« since (he 1»1 Gull war. In 
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neantioiora. Ai*n ^ en **?, ,n P research for the Palestinian peace 
flrM of 4tX) ho, > ,Urday -. ^ r ‘ Marin laid the cornerstone for thc 
,n ,hc Ga “ Strip paid for by 

”® “Partmeni are to house Palestinian refugees 
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Arafat seeks to make peace in Yemen 

SANAA (AP) — Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat set aside peace with 
Israel on Saturday to try to settle the dispute in Yemen between its 
two top leaders. The chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). who arrived here late Friday, went to the southern city of 
Aden to meet with Vice-President Ali Salem Al-Beidh. For more than 
two months Mr. Beidh has refused to come to Sanaa to be sworn in 
because of a rift with President Ali Abdullah Saleh over the pace 
reform in the country since South and North Yemen merged in May 
1990. The dispute between the two leaders have raised fears of a 
possible secessionist movement on Mr. Beidh’s pan and has aggra- 
vated a disastrous economic situation that threatens food riots similar 
to those last December which has left 100 dead. Mr. Arafat’s effort to 
achieve reconciliation follows others by President Issais Efcwerke of 
Eritrea and Sultan Oaboos of Oman, who has been sending his 
envoys. French President Francois Mitterrand also urged reconcilia- 
tion during his recent visit to Sanaa. Yemen's officials said that Mr. 

Arafat was accompanied on his “goodwill effort" by Sheikh Mujahcd 
Abu Shawarab. one of the most respected tribal leaders in Yemen. 
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Majali: No 

government 
interference 
in elections 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Mmistet Abdul Salam A1 Ma- 
)ah Saturday stressed that the 
government does not seek to 
marginalise the role of any 
party in the country. 

In an interview with the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corporation’s 
(BBC) Arabic Service, said 
that the government “is for ail 
people and for all parties." 

“Our concern is to apply the 
Constitution and ensure equal- 
ity between all Jordanians re- 
gardless of their religion, ori- 
gin or language,” Dr. Majali 
said. 

He also stressed that all gov- 
ernment employees were free 
to elect their candidates, but 
warned that they should not 
interfere in the election pro- 
cess, 

“We all do not interfere in 
the elections,” Dr. Majali said. 
“The demand by some parties 
to have their agents (who are 
government employees) at the 
polling booths should be re- 
jected to avoid interference or 
influence by these civil ser- 
vants on the election’s .pro- 
cess,” he said. 

He emphasised that no civil 
servant is allowed to use his or 
her post in the government 
institutions in favour of any 
candidate, but all government 
employees had the political- 
right to discuss jaolitics and 
choose their candidates. 

On the government’s stand 
vis-a-vis the elections and’ the 
Arab-Israeli peace process. 
Dr. Majali underlined that 

(Coutinned oa page 3) 



His Majesty King Hussein Saturday meets with Centre for Studies on Freedom, Democracy and 
members of the constituent assembly of the Human Rights (Petra photo) 

King urges voters to 
exercise their right, 
opt for moderation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein Saturday cal- 
led on Jordanians to take pan 
in and vote for moderation in 
the Kingdom’s first multiparty 
parliamentary elections in 
nearly four decades. 

The King called on the vo- 
ters to exercise their constitu- 
tional right by voting in Mon- 
day’s polls and said the polls 
would be free, fair and demo- 
cratic. 

“Let us choose those known 
for their awareness, purity. 


fairness (and) dedication,” 
said the King. 

“Let us be on a high level of 
responsibility and caution so as 
not to foil for the crackle of 
loud voices. Fake glittering slo- 
gans or words of good meant to 
do bad.” he told members of 
the Centre for Studies on Free- 
dom, Democracy and Human 
Rights. 

The genuine sense of nation- 
al belonging makes it impera- 
tive on each Jordanian to exer- 
cise his or her right to elect 


representatives in Parliament, 
he said. 

"Any failure to fulfil this 
duty is to be considered as a 
shirking of a sacred national 
duty, the King said. 

"One should not be taken in 
by ihejoud voices or the false 
and lustrous slogans or de- 
ceived by the tempting terms 
(hat in reality harbour evil- 
doing." the King said. 

Following are major ex- 

(Coutinued on page 3) 


Peres sees ‘progress’ 
in talks with Syria 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
called in an interview pub- 
lished Saturday for an early 
summit between Israel and 
Syria to build on “progress” 
made on bilateral issues in the 
Midcfie Bast peace talks. 

• “Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak’s tour (to the United 
States, France and Syria) and 
his meeting with Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez At Assad have led 
to progress in the Syrian-Israeli 
chapter,” Mr. Peres told the 
Egyptian daily A1 Ahram. 

He gave no details but he 
said Mr. Mubarak in a message 
addressed on Thursday to 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin had proposed “ideas 
aimed at injecting new blood 
into the various files of the. 
peace process.” 

“Israel is studying these 
ideas which will have positive 
effects on the region in the 
near future.” he said. 

Mr. Peres said he hoped a 
Rabin-Assad summit could be 
organised “at the end of this 
year or the beginning of next 
year.” Such a meeting would 
have to be well prepared and 
preceded by lower-level con- 
tacts, he said. 


’ Mr. Peres also spoke of a 
“divergence” of view between 
Israel and the United States on 
“ways to advance the Israeli- 
Syrian negotiations.” 

The differences concerned 
statements made by Israeli 
officials to the effect that “it 
was not necessary at present to 
make progress in the negotia- 
tions” with Syria, Mr. Peres 
said. 

Syria Friday denied that it 
was pursuing secret talks with 
Israel with a view to signing a 
peace agreement. “Reports on 
meetings or secret contacts be- 
tween Israel and Syria are 
false,” said a foreign rainistiy 
spokesman quoted by the offi- 
cial SANA news agency. 

Two Israeli ministers had 
said earlier that Israel and 
Syria were negotiating covertly 
following failure to make prog- 
ress in two years of open bi- 
lateral talks. 

Damascus has said it would 
reject any secret talks with the 
Jewish state such as those lead- 
ing to the limited autonomy 
deal between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

(Continued on page 3) 


Israel studies new 
ideas on Taba talks 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Israel is 
studying new Egyptian ideas 
aimed at relaunching self-rule 
talks with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres was quoted as 
saying Saturday. 

Mr. Peres, according to the 
Egyptian daily Al Ahram. said 
Egypt had submined the new 
ideas during a lightning trip to 
Israel on Thursday by Egyp- 
tian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa. 

A Foreign Ministry official 
declined to confirm the report 
but told Reuters: “Musa ex- 
plored with Israeli officials 
means to activate negotiations 
on the Syrian-Israeli track.” 

AI Ahram. flagging its inter- 
view as an exclusive, did not 
say when Mr. Peres made his 
remarks. 

“President Hosni Mubarak’s 
letter to Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin included new 
ideas aimed at injecting new 
life to the peace process on all 
tracks,” it quoted him as 
saving. 

The PLO said Saturday the 
fate of the stalled Israeli-PLO 
talks on Palestinian self-rule is 
expected to be decided at a 


meeting between PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat and Presi- 
dent Mubarak. 

The two leaders are due to 
meet in Egypt Sunday and the 
PLO’s Yemen representative. 
Yahia Rabah. told Reuters “a 
decision will be made in the 
light of this meeting.” 

Mr. Peres also told Al 
Ahram that the autonomy 
talks in the Egyptian Red Sea 
of Taba would resume next 
week. 

Obstacles that arose at the 
last session of talks “were not 
as important as some people 
made them out to be.” he said. 

PLO quit the Taba negotia- 
tions last Tuesday complaining 
that Israel was offering only to 
redeploy the army on Gaza 
and not to withdraw in line 
with their Sept. 13 autonomy 
accord. 

Israel proposed to pull back 
troops to three areas around 
Jewish settlements on the Gaza 
Strip while the Palestinians de- 
manded a “general military 
withdrawal." 

Mr. Arafat said Friday he 

would insist that Israel stick 
“to the letter" of the autonomy 
deal. 


By Ayman Safadi and 
Ghazi Haddad 
in Mafraq 

WITH THE 34,085 reg- 
istered voters in this govemo- 
rate almost equally divided 
between the city of Mafraq 
and the villages surrounding 
it, only candidates with sup- 
port in both areas stand a real 
chance of winning any of the 
three (Muslim) seats allo- 
cated for the district. 

Of the 17 candidates con- 
testing the election in this 
underdeveloped tribal consti- 
tuency in the north east of 
Jordan, only six have sizeable 
support in the city and can 


count on a large base of tribal 
support in the villages of the 
Bani Hassan tribes. 

These are former deputies 
Abdul Karim Al Dughmi and 
Mohammad Abu Oleim, for- 
mer Minister of Social De- 
velopment Amin Mashag- 
beh. former member of the 
National Consultative Coun- 
cil (which was substituting for 
Parliament in the late seven- 
ties and early eighties) 
Abdullah Akhu Rsheideh. 
Suleiman Abu Odeileh and 
Mahmoud Al Hosban. 

Even though Mr. Dughmi 
is challenged by two mem- 
bers of his Mashagbeh dan of 
the Bani Hassan tribe, the 
former minister of labour can 



count on about 2.600 votes of 
the 5,500 registered votes of 
the Mashagbeh. 

“The split within the 
Mashagbeh will affect me. 
but I have a presence in (the 
dty) and my service in (the 
previous Parliament and the 
government) gives me an 
advantage over others.” Mr. 
Dughmi. who scored 4.025 
votes in the 1989 elections. 


Ramtha and Bani Kenanah -Islamists 
not running in conservative district 


By Suhair Obeidat 

Special to the Jordan Times 

HARTHA, NORTHERN 
JORDAN — The size of the 
candidate's clan and its abil- 
ity to unify ranks as opposed 
to his political affiliations is 
the predominant factor ex- 
pected to affect the choice of 
the 61.236 voters in the 
Ramtha and Bani Kenanah 
district when they cast their 
votes Monday. 

Though traditionally con- 
servative. Islamic trends are 
totally absent from the scene 
in this district. The Islamic 
Action Front (IAF), which is 
fielding four candidates in 
neighbouring Irbid. has none 
contesting the three Muslim 
seats allocated for Ramtha 
and Bani Kenanah. 

The 18 candidates (same 


number as in 1989) are equal- 
ly divided between the two 
districts and include in their 
ranks two former ministers 
(Mohammed Khatib. foxmer 
minister of information, and 
Oaseem Obeidat, former 
minister of labour, who is 
also a former deputy), and 
three former army generals. 

On the border with Syria, 
Ramtha, a dty of about 
65,000 inhabitants, comprises 
Ramtha the dty and the five 
villages immediately sur- 
rounding it: Turrah, Sha- 
jarah. Emrawah, Thneibbeh 
and Bweidah. 

The three seats, as was also 
the case in 1989, are expected 
to be won by two candidates 
from Ramtha and one from 
Bani Kenanah. The race in 
Ramtha appears to be be- 


tween four candidates, Fawaz 
Zoubi, Ibrahim Samara 
(Zoubi). Ahmad Khaza'leh 
and former minister Khatib. 

In 1989, Mohammad Dar- 
dour and Saleem Zoubi. both 
from Ramtha. won by 11,734 
votes and 5,483 votes respec- 
tively. Neither of the two is 
seeking reelection this time, 
since the fallaheen have de- 
rided that a chance should be 
given to other candidates to 
reach Parliament this time. 

The high number of votes 
which went to Mr. Dardour 
were the result of a voter 
barter agreement formed 
with the large Obeidat tribe, 
which has some 25,000 mem- 
bers inhabiting seven villages 
in this part of the Kingdom. 

Three families in Ramtha 
— Thiabat. Bashabsbeh and 
Khaza'leh (who constitute a 


total of about 3.000 members 
in what is called the fallaheen 
of Ramtha) — first chose 
Mohammad Khatib as their 
candidate. “Then. they, 
mainly, the Khaza'leh and 
Bashabsheh, realised that 
(Mr. Khatib's) clan is too 
small and they fielded Dr. 
Ahmad Khaza'leh, a former 
Ministry of Health employee, 
against him,” said Hassan 
Sa’ed, a Ramtha resident. 

The 6,000-member Zoubi 
family, which is resident in 
Ramtha dty and distinct from 
the fallaheen, chose one 
candidate, Ibrahim Samara 
(Zoubi), a retired general, to 
represent them. But the for- 
mer Ramtha mayor, Fawaz 
Zoubi, derided to try his luck 
and ran outside the clan's 

(Continued on page 3) 


Jerash — two incumbents fighting hard 


From Mariam M. Shahin 
in Jerash 

SOME 50 kilometres north of 
Amman, this city of 120.000 
people was once a central 
part of the Roman empire 
and borne to’ the scions of 
human civilisation as it was 
known 2,000 years ago. To- 
day, the Roman dty of Jerash 
is merely a major touristic 
spot and Jordan's second 
most important historical site 
after Petra. 

But beyond the ruins, the 
pull of tribal ties and urban 
living have shaped a lively 
campaign race firmly rooted 
in a history of diverse politic- 
al ideology. 

Mountain and former com- 
munities, many of whom are 


formed into tribal congrega- 
tions, have ruled Jerash and 
its environs, which include 
some dozen towns for cen- 
turies. 

As in much of the rest of 
northern Jordan, people here 
have been exposed to politic- 
al movements that were bred 
in some of the major centres 
of political thoughts — such 
as Damascus and Aleppo in 
Syria as well as Beirut in 
Lebanon. Pan-Arab ideolo- 
gies, especially those pertain- 
ing to Greater Syria, have 
traditionally found fertile 
ground in the north of 
Jordan. 

Known for their indi- 
vidualistic nature, the people 
of Jerash established a sepa- 
rate government in the early 


part of this century. The gov- 
ernment of Jerash was ruled 
by the most powerful dan of 
the region at the time, the 
Utoums, who are still clan 
chiefs in their hometown of 
Souf. Souf now makes up one 
of half a dozen major towns 
in the Jerash district. 

But this was Jerash before 
the creation of tbe Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan. Today 
Jerash is a district which en- 
compasses both the city of 
Jerash as well as a dozen 
towns of various sizes around 
it, two refugee camps and 
home to the much of the 
large Bani Hassan tribe. Up 
to 180,000 people call this 
district home. 

One of the two Palestinian 
refugee camps is made up 


exclusively of Jordanian 
nationals and the other con- 
tains Palestinians who are not 
Jordanian nationals. 

The Souf camp, which con- 
tains most of Jerash’s voting 
Palestinians, lies just outside 
Jerash city and has a popula- 
tion of some 20,000 people. 
Until Wednesday 3.700 of the 
4,000 registered voters in the 
camp had picked up their 
voting cards. 

The number qf registered 
voters in Jerash are 40,723. 
Of these 29,567, or 75 per 
cent, have picked up their 
cards. 

Most observers here do not 
believe that the number of 
people who will vote on Nov. 

(Con tinned on page 5) 



Jordan Times reporters continue their coverage of 
candidates and campaigns in the 20 electoral districts: 

Mafraq, with 3 seats, expects 
return of at least one incumbent 

IAF bid is only an attempt to establish bridgehead 


told the Jordan limes. 

Independent observers 
agree. They say this leftist 
incumbent will be among rhe 
strong contenders in the elec- 
toral race because he can 
draw from the votes of the 
city. 

Former minister Mashag- 
beh, who came under fire 
from deputies in the 11th 
Parliament for allegedly 
favouring his hometown in 
rhe distribution of assistance 
provided by the Social De- ! 
velopment Fund when he was 
minister of social develop- 
ment in the cabinet of Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, is expected 

(Continued on page 5) 


Islamist s expected to retain same number of seats but not clout 


. By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Islamic Ac- 
tion Front (IAF). the politic- 
al arm of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, might be able 
10 win the same or even 
higher number of seats in 
Monday's elections as they 
had to ‘the 11th Parliament, 
but Jordan's Islamists are un- 
SJteiy to retain the same in- 
fluence they bad tn the I9S9- 
J993 legislature, analysts ana 

"observers »y. 

The mtroduetton in August 

of the one-peraon. one- vow 
formula inio the electoral Jaw 
feis largely expected to alter 
is* shape of the wwj Parlta- 
mcn t bv preventing the wno 
-■of alliances and young 

oeuvres lhat enabled the 

Brotherhood to win >3 scats 


in 1989. along with some 
other 10 supporters and sym- 
pathisers. 

The movement’s political 
adroitness and its ability to 
adapt swiftly to the change, 
however, have -rendered that 
expectation largely inaccu- 
rate. the analysts said. 

The IAF will fare well in 
these elections if only be- 
cause it has "an awesome 
organisation,” said Mustapha 
Hamameh. director, of the 
Centre for Strategic Studio 
at the University of Jordan. 

"If they have the kind of 
organisation that enables 
them to transfer votes from 
one candidate to another, 
then they might maintain 
their numerical strength in 
Parliament as before. Dr. 
Hamameh said. 


In lerms of organisation, 
the IAF is said to be the most 
active, well-equipped and 
highly-organised political 
group in the country'. The 
movement’s quick and re- 
latively efficient manner in 
taking pan in the registration 
process, in collecting cards 
and in providing transporta- 
tion facilities to its supponers 
to attend its rallies is a crucial 
factor in giving it an edge 
over other political parties 
and certainly independents, 
analysts say. 

~~ The IAF. some observers 
believe, is also using e:h:r 
tactics to secure votes in dis- 
tricts or constituencies where 
it fielded more than one 
candidate. 

The front is believed to 
have divided their supponers 


in favour of one candidate in 
a cenain area and in favour 
of another in a different area 
within the same constituency 
or district, as it is the case in 
Amman's Second District, 
for example, or in Zarqa and 
in Balfja. 

There is also the distribu- 
tion by gender; that is. 
women voting for one candi- 
date and men voting for 
another candidate to ensure 
that both candidates will se- 
cure around the same num- 
ber of votes, which, the front 
hopes, will be enough to gain 
« iciory. 

1 he Islamists organisa- 
tional efficiency is also re- 
flected in the manner in 
which the IAF distributed its 
candidates in the different 
constituencies. In certain dis- 


tricts (such as Amman's First 
and Third districts. Jerash. 
Ajloun. Mafraq, Northern 
Bedouins, and Tafileh) it has 
fielded only one candidate. 
But it has four candidates in 
what is considered as its 
strongholds, such as Am- 
man's Fifth District. Balqa 
and Irbid as well as Karak. It 
has no candidates in Ramtha. 
and the Nonhem Bedouins 
and Central Bedouins consti- 
tuencies. 

"The Islamists will be los- 
ing a minimum number of 
votes as opposed to all other 
political groupings and inde- 
pendents." said Taleb Awad. 
a researcher in the Al Urdun 
Al Jadid Research Centre. 
"If they have good organisa- 
tion. they will concentrate 
their votes on powerful 


candidates who have good 
chances of winning.” 

In addition to its organisa- 
tional capabilities, observers 
believe, the IAF have be- 
nefited from the recent mea- 
sures adopted by the govern- 
ment vis-a-vis the elections. 
The introduction of the one- 
person. one vote system was 
seen as being used for exam- 
ple by the government to 
lessen the strength of Islam- 
ists in the next Parliament. 
The argument that the gov- 
ernment is targetting Islam- 
ists is used by many IAF 
candidates in their rallies and 
campaigns to attract sym- 
pathy votes. 

The argument is au- 
gmented by the lAFs stand 
against peace negotiations 
with Israel which could also 


be expected to attract votes 
from opponents of the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) autonomy 
deal. 

The IAF has also been 
using a government ban on 
public rallies (which was 
overturned on Oct. 28). the 
Ministry of Interior's initial 
rejection of the candidacy of 
Bassam ‘Emoush. a former 
professor at the University of 
Jordan (who secured the 
highest number of votes in 
elections to the IAFs execu- 
tive bureau) and the transfer 
of government employees 
(some of whom are IAF 
members) from their places 
of work to other districts on 
the charges that they had 
illegally campaigned for cer- 
tain candidates. 



Moreover, the split in trib- 
al votes witnessed in many 
constituencies will also be a 
factor in favour of the IAF. 

The Brotherhood's experi- 
ence in political work, unlike 
most other political parties, 
and its long record in charit- 
able action and its influence 
among government and edu- 
cational institutions are all 
major focLors playing in i:s 
favour. 

However, sn Monday's 

polls, where the IAF is facing 
stiff competition from other 
political groups as well as 

(Continued on page 3) 
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ilies want Libya vote Monday 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
p 1 ® 3 ) — The Western allies 
bave asked for a Security 
Council vote Monday to tight- 
en sanctions against Libya for 
not surrendering two men ac- 
cused in the bombing of a Pan 
Am airliner over Scotland in 
1988. 

Diplomats said Friday the 
draft will ' probably include sC 
grace period to Dec! 1, before 
sanctions go into effect. 

The grace period has been 
changed several times and may- ' 
be changed again at the urging 
of both China and Russian- 
after Moscow previously 
threatened to veto the mea- 
sures for*fear Libya would- not 
repay $4 billion it owes 
Moscow. 

Envoys said the United 
States, Bri tain an d France had 
asked council members, in a 
private session Friday, to vote 
for the resolution Monday but 
a formal meeting has not been 
scheduled while states review 
the draft. 

The draft resolution freezes 


Libya’s financial assets and 
bans oil t ra nsport and- r e fi ne ry 
equipment. But it excludes oil 
production equipment or fu- 
ture revenues from- oil sales 
earned after, the . draft is 
adopted. 

' The three allies gave private 
assurances to’ Russia it could, 
under certain circumstances, 
tap the frozen assets to help 
rcmay the debt, but only- if 
Libya agrees. .However, .en- 
voys from the three countries 
flatly denied; there was.any 
deal to lend'or give -Russia, the 
$4 billion from other , funds. 

.At the moment, diplomats 
said they anticipated no more 
than 10 vdtes m favour, one 
more than required, even with 
Russia’s support. 

The question remains; 
however, whether the penal- 
ties will do any good. If they do 
not, the United States is thre- 
atening to turn the, screws 
further, cutting off Libya’s 
lifeblood, ofl. 

The sanctions go beyond an 
air .and arms embargo in effect 


since April 1992. They include 
a freeze on financial assets of 
Libya currently in foreign bank 
accounts and a ban on its im- 
port of some oil equipment. 
Proceeds from future oil sales 
would not be. touched. 

Russia’s objection was that 
the sanctions could prevent the 
country from repaying $4 bil- 
lion-debt to Moscow. That is 
no small issue for Boris Yelt- 
sin, already relying heavily on 
billions of dollars of Western 
"aid to .keep Russia’s economy 
afloat. • 

" ■' Most of the debt is for Rus- • 
aa’s military sales to Libya, 
and -Russian military officers 
apparently continued to resist 
the new sanctions. 

But after winning conces- 
sions from -the ■ United States, 
France and Britain — the' 
prime sponsor&of the sanctions 
resolution -j-- and U.S. warnings by 
President Bill Clinton and 
Prime Minister John Major of 
Britain, the Russians are going 
along. 

The resolution was rework- 


ed to say Libya would still be 
obligated to pay off its foreign 
debt. An informal understand- 
ing was also reached that pro- 
ceeds from future Libyan oil 
sales,, which will not be frozen, 
would go towards servicing the 
debt. 

And -the sanctions will not 
take effect immediately, but 
Dec. 1 that gives Libya more 
time to consider forcing sus- 
pects .Abdul Basset Ali AJ 
Megrahi and Lamen Khalifa 
Fhimab, to surrender for trial 
in the United States and Scot- 
land, where charges are 
pending. 

The United States had 
wanted the Security Council to 
impose, a .full oil embargo 
against Libya, cutting off a S10 
billion source of foreign cur- 
rency earnings. But European 
countries, which rely heavily 
on Libya’s oil exports of 1.5 
million barrels daily, objected. 

'A U.S. official, briefing re- 
porters on condition of anony- 
mity, renewed the threat of an 
oil embargo as a “next step’.’ 


France warns Algeria fundamentalists 


PARIS (Agencies) — Interior 
Minister Charles Pasqua has 
warned exiled Algerian fun-' 
damentalists against making 
trouble. After a threat by Isla- 
mic extremists in Algeria to kill 
foreigners was made public. 

Mr. Pasqua, who runs the 
police, said that supporters of 
Algeria's banned Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) who fled 
to France to escape repression 
had best lie low. The door may 
be dosed to new ones trying to 
enter. 

“They must respect - our 
laws,” Mr. Pasqua said in a 
TF-1 television interview. 
“They cannot undertake poli- 
tical action ,on our territory 
that goes against French in- 
terests. They'd better hear this 
warning.” 

The remarks showed a new 
sensitivity to complaints from 
Algeria that exiles may be sup- . 


porting . Islamic insurgents 
righting to topple the country's 
military-installed government. 
They also reflected fear about 
extremist threats to kill foreign 
nationals remaining in Algeria.. 

France, the former colonial 
power, has the largest com- 
munity among the 24,000 fore- 
igners in Algeria. The fore- 
igners,' mostly worldhg in the 
ofl industry, are vital to the 
military-installed government’s 
efforts to . revive file sinking 
economy. 

In an apparent attempt to 

f ive a higher profile to their 
1-month insurgency, gunmen 
have killed seven foreigners in 
the past month. Three French 
consular workers were kidnap- 
ped and held for a week.. 

* Two of the - captives were 
freed in a bloody rescne opera- 
tions. The third was released 
Sunday with a threat from her 


captors stating that there 
would be no more kidnappings 
— foreigners in-Algeria after a 
month face “sadden death.” . 

On Thursday, France said 
that it was reducing its di- 
plomatic staff and urged 
French families who left last 
week for a holiday not to re- 
turn if their presence is “not 
indispensable”. 

Air France reported Friday 
that of the 3,000 people who 
left Algeria for France for the 
All Saints Holiday, only 1,500 
had reserved seats to return. 

Foreign Minister Alain Jup- 
pe, interviewed Friday on 
France-2 television, urged die 
remaining French “to be cau- 
tious, vigilant and keep their 
nerve so as not to give the 
terrorists the success they 
want, seeing the French to 
leave;” _ 

,. Algerian Prime . Minister 


Rehcfa Malek has attributed 
die hostage-taking to the 
armed Is lami c Group. 

It is thought to be the most 
radical of the scattered groups 
fighting to topple the govern- 
ment, installed in January 1992 
after a military coup. The army 
cancelled parliamentary elec- 
tions that Muslim fun- 
damentalists were poised to 
win. 

The ensuing rebellion has 
killed more than 2,000 people. 
For the past six months, 
attacks blamed on Islamic ex- 
tremists have targeted intellec- 
tuals, journalists, and, most 
recently foreigners. 

With French schools in 
Algeria doe to resume classes 
Saturday, fewer than half the 
3,000 French nationals who left 
last weekend had returned by 
Friday, a spokesman for Air 
France said. 


Asians seek entry to 
Mideast arms market 


DUBAI (AFP) — China and 
other Asian arms producers 
are seeking a foothold in the 
lucrative Middle East market, 
long dominated by the United 
States and its western allies, 
regional experts said. 

China, Pakistan, Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Singapore will 
display aircraft and related 
technology alongside the 
world’s arms giants m an air 
show opening Sunday in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

“ft is not a matter of 
whether they can compete with 
the ' United- States and other 
major producers. These coun- 
tries are exhibiting something 
different,” a Golf-based milit- 
ary expert said. 

Pakistan, a new aims expor- 
ter eyeing the growing regional 
market, is displaying its latest 
version of the Mushshak jet 
trainer, which has been tested 
by the UAE air force, accord- 
ing to organisers of the Nov. 
7-11 show in Dubai. 

Pakistan’s aeronautical com- 
plex produces the Shahbaz 
primary trainer which is an 
undated version of the Mush- 
shak, originally designed by 
Sweden. 

More than 250 Mushshaks 
have been built in Pakistan, 
according to the the London- 
based Fairs and Exhibitions 
organisation. 

“Pakistan boasts that the 
new Shahbaz aircraft could 
meet desert conditions with its 
updated turbo engine, im- 
proved instruments and air 
'conditioning,” Fairs and Ex- 
hibitions said in a statement 
Friday. 

Some 450 companies from 
the United States, France, Bri- 
tain, Russia, Italy, and South 
Africa as well as 30 other coun- 
tries are participating in the 
show, the third largest in the 
world. 

Some 80 types of military 
and civilian aircraft will be 
exhibited and nearly 20,000 
delegates are expected to 
attend. 


China is displaying its Kara- 
' koram K-S jet trainer, a joint 
venture with Pakistan. The 
first 14 K-8s are in production 
and will enter into service in 
China and Pakistan this year. 

Malaysia and Singapore will 
exhibit advanced air-related 
technology while the former 
will also display its CN-235, a 
multi-purpose patrol plane 
produced jointly with Spain's 
firm CASA. 

Fair organisers said over 135 
orders have been place d for 
the aircraft, including seven 
from the UAE. 

Organisers had said they ex- 
pected major deals to be 
announced at the show, but it 
was not dear whether they 
would involve products from 
Asian countries. Officials, 
however, said the fair, the 
third to be held in Dubai, 
would showcase the latest in 
the arms industry. 

“The advanced technology 
which win go on exhibit could 
enable the Gulf states and 
other countries to make con- 
tacts with the participating 
companies,” said Khaled Ben 
Sulayem, chairman of the 
Dnbai tourism and trade 
board. 

Defence ministers from 15 
countries are expected at the 
show. 

The United States will dis- 
play its sophisticated F-15, F- 
16 and F/A-18 planes, France 
will feature file Mirage and 
Britain will exhibit Hawks and 
Harriers. 

Russia is making its biggest 
showing at a Middle East arms 
show,' sending 20 warplanes, 
including the state-of-the-art 
Sukhoi-35. South Africa, capi- 
talising on an end to interna- 
tional sanctions, is making its 
debut with the advanced CSH- 
:2 Roofvalk (red falcon) attack 
helicopter. 

“It is like a race,” a military 
expert said. “Everyone knows 
there arg vast sale opportuni- 
ties in this market and every- 
one wants a share.” 


Suffering of Iraqis beyond description, volunteer doctor says 


By Rana Hussemi. 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN.. s— . it has been 
more than two years since the 
Gulf war over Kuwait ended, 
but the shadow of war, repre- 
sented mainly in he United 
Nation’s embargo on Iraq, 
continues to take its toil on 
the Iraqi people, affecting 
them mentally and economi- 
cally, and innocent children 
bear the brunt, says a doctor 
who is involved in raising 
help for the Iraqis. 

Nathima H. Atchoo, an 
American gynaeocologist of 
Iraqi origin, says it is not fair 
that the 18 million people of 
Iraq are being punished for 
the decisions of its lead- 
ership. 

Dr. Atchoo, speaking jo 
the Jordan Times during a 
stopover in one of her fre- 
quent visits to Iraq, said liv- 
ing conditions of the Iraqi 
people had deteriorated 
beyond description. 

The doctor visited her 
homeland in 1989 for the first 
time since 1968 after becom- 
ing an American citizen, and 
went back there again in June 
1993 to find out for herself 
how the situation was in the 
country. 

“I did not want to visit Iraq, 
at the beginning because I 
knew I will get emotional, 
and I would not be able to 
stand it, but I did, and I 
witnessed wbat the Iraqis had 
suffered because of the 
embargo.” imposed by the 
U.N. after the August 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, Dr. 
Atchoo said. 


“You hear a lot, but when 
you see* it, it is something 
different, I felt, heartbroken 
when I went there and 
learned that' the Iraqis 'were 
isolated from the rest 6f the 
world," she 'added. 

What she saw prompted 
her to work with a humanita- 
rian committee in the United - 
States to collect money to 
help alleviate the suffering of 
the Iraqis, she said! Donors 
included Arabs as well as 
Americans, she saud. 

Dr. Atchoo,. who sup- 
plemented a $50,000 consign 1 
ment of relief supplies — 
mainly medicine' — from file 
Jordanian market, ' also car- 
ried with her books and jour- 
nals to Iraq. 

Dr. Atchoo feels bitte&toar 
the West "is .looking at Iraq 
as one person, and not the 18 
miUlorv people wbo are suf- 
fering from disease, famine 
and poverty." 

“The Iraq people are being 
punished in the name of one 
person,” she said. “But that 
person is not Iraq. Iraq is 18 
million people, and this 'is 
something-humanitarian that 
needs to be addressed.” • 

Dr. Atchoo, who gradu- 
ated from Baghdad Universi- 
ty in 1955 before migrating to 
the U.S. recounted several of 
her -’unforgettable” first- 
hand brushes with the suffer- 
ing of the Iraqis. ■ 

Distributing candies to 
children in- a hospital, she 
says, she - was emotionally 
overcome when “a two-year- 
old child -who. was .burning 
with typhoid lifted his sunken 
eyes to me and put his hands 


up to .ask me for candy.” 

In 'another hospital, Dr. 
Atchee said, she found .that 
half of the beds were empty 
because moist of the children 
brought there either die there 
or are taken home simply 
because the* facility did not 
have any insulin, antibiotics 
or asprin. 

“People were sleeping on 
rubber beds because there 
were no sheets. Surgeons had 
no on-call surgeries, and they 
were only allowed to perform 
emergency operations. They 
wash the surgical gloves and 
reuse them until they deterio- 
rate,” Dr. Atchoo said. 

Tbe small amount of medi- 
cine that readies Iraq, either 
through donations or bought 
by. the .Iraqi government 
Which has* little revenues, is 
; simply not enough to address 
the. needs, v ahe said. , * 

Furthermore, she said, the 
validity of some of fire medi- 
cines had expired while some 
others did not meet the quali- 
ty requirements. 

Dr, Atchoo quoted Iraqi 
•doctors as saying that most of 
the medicine available at hos- 
pitals were bought in the 
blade market at exorbitant 



Nathans H. Atchoo 


prices. - 

Another problem faced by 
the hospitals is the lack of 
spare parts for medical equip- 
ment, she said. 

In one hospital she visited, 
none of the eight fetal moni- 
tors worked because they 
. were faulty and lacked mare 
parts. “That is only one hos- 
pital,. what .about file rest?” 
-die said. 

Tens of thousands of Iraqi 


children bave died because of 
diseases that could have been 
easily prevented, she said. 
Typhoid, once almost totally 
eliminated from Iraq, ana 
other communicable diseases 
have come back in strength 
. because of the high pollution 
in Iraqi rivers following the 
destruction of the sewerage 
system during the war. 

“Every child has typhoid 
and the hospitals do not have 
foe medicine to treat the dis- 
ease” despite foe exemption 
of -food' and medicine from 
foe international sanctions. 
Dr. Atchoo said. 

It will take hundreds of 
years before foe pollution in. 
Iraqi rivers is removed and 
foe water made safe for 
drinking, she said. 

The most vulnerable 
among the Iraqi children are 
those between two and three 
years, according to Dr. 
Atchoo. They suffer from 
malnutrition leading to no 


protection against many dis- 
eases and from vitamin or 
calcium deficiencies.-' •• 

According to the ’doctor, 
the daily death toll in;Iraq is 
higher than what is actually 
reported and could be in, 
thousands. 

Dr. Atchoo accused foe 
United Nations, the Arab na- 
tions and foe Arab League 
for voting to maintain the 
embargo. 

“They bave destroyed the 
morality and the character of 
the whole nation,” she said. 
Theft has become frequent 
and “people tell you ‘kill me 
if you want but I have to feed 
my children'.” 

Dr. Atchoo accused the 
United Nations of inefficient 
use of donations and aid for 
Iraq. 

“I call the United Nations 
- ’die united criminals’,” she 
said. "They are thieves. They 
spend more than half foe 
money in handling and ship- 
•pmg.” 

As an example, she said, it 
cost her $3,000 for 225 vials 
of insulin while it cost foe 
U.N. $10,000 to buy and ship 
'100 rials. 

The entire episode of the 
crisis cast over Iraq, she 
asserted, “is a conspiracy of 
foe West and some Arab 
countries to control the des- 
tiny of Iraq.” 

“It is a policy to bring 
down this country to its 
knees, and to control it. That 
is the way I fee! about it. This 
is; the only country in the 
Middle East that showed the 
technology, the money, the 
brains and they destroyed it,” 


she said. 

“I am an American, and I 
have the freedom of speech, 
and I will tell what I hear and 
what I see, because it is a 
crime when children are 
admitted for treatment, hos- 
pitals do not even have one 
drop of insulin; this is foe 
crime," Dr. Atchoo said. 

The doctor noted that the 
U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) had 
warned of famine in Iraq and 
called for urgent action, but 
“nothing is being done.” 

“Every time they (U.N.) 
come to negotiate to remove 
foe embargo, they create an 
incident to defray that, and 
their demands never end,” 
Dr. Atchoo said. 

Prices of food and goods in 
Iraq have increased dramati- 
cally since foe Gulf war be- 
cause of the plunge in the 
value of foe Iraqi currency 
while salaries have remained 
static. 

“Many people are eating 
one meal a day; and most of 
them exhausted their life sav- 
ings and are selling their 
jewellery and furniture to 
survive," she said. 

Government rations meet 
less than half the needs of an 
average Iraqi family, she 
said. 

Dr. Atchoo said she will 
continue collecting donations 
for foe Iraqi people until foe 
embargo is lifted. 

“I know these donations 
are not much, but to me if we 
save one life it is worth it,” 
Dr. Atchoo said. “The only 
other thing we can do is 
pray” 
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St. Joseph Church Tel. 6245911. 
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. Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 
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Yacoub pharmacy '. 644945 
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Dr: Ahmad Dana (—1 
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Food Control Centre 'drill I 


Civil Defence Department 
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Civil Defence Immediate 


Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 

.... 199 

Rtescuc Police 192. 621 111, 

,637777 

Blood Bank 

775121 

Highway Police 

843402 

Traffic Police 
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P&bBc Scanty Department 
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Price Complaints 

661176 

Water and Sewerage 


Complaints 

897467 

Amman Municipality 


Complaints 

7871 11 • 


Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repaid 623IOI 

Abdul i Telephone Repairs 661 till 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... HI561S 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Right Information 08-53200 

Owen Alia Inti. Airport UK-533M 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN; 


Hussein Medical Centre 81 38 1 3/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
AkOch Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcsani 664171/4 

Shmcisaai Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Mtiasher Hospital — 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664IM/6 

Italian. A FMuhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashraflch 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Qoccn Alia Hospital 6U224U/5U 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (( 19)90056(1 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al KDau Modem Hospital (IN) HOOTO 

TRBlIh 

Princes. Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Kaya HospHat .... (03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 


INTERNATIONAL 

AIRPORT 


This information is supplied hy Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Oucen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (tK)SXSnuS. where it 
sfcuoM always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

WJS Damascus (RJ) 

OfcSO Doha (RJ) 
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09:15 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

I *00 Jeddah. AqahafRJ) 

1*90 - — Beirut (RJ) 

1*90 - Bangkok |RJ) 

1*58 - Doha (RJ) 

1*45 ...... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

MSS Cairo (RJ) 

nks - Paris. Breach (RJ) 

17:55 London (RJ| 

1M8 - .... Madrid. Geneva (RJ j 

IWI Vienna (RJ) 

ZttO Frankfort (RJ) 

2148 Rome (RJ) 

22J9 Frankfort. Athens (RJ) 

2239 Frankfun (RJ) 

01:15 Aqatn(RJ) 


PKK disowns attacks on ■* 
Turkish targets in Europe- 



ISTANBUL (Agencies) — 
The separatist Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) has denied any 
involvement in a wave of 
attacks against Turkish offices 
across Europe. 

“Media reports. particularly 
in Germany, have asserted that 
those who carried out the 
attacks are members of foe 
PKK. There is no truth in these 
statements,” a statement from ■ 
the PKK European representa- 
tive said. 

The statement faxed to an 
international news agency said 
Kurds had carried out the 
simultaneous assaults on Tur- 
•Itish diplomatic missions, 
travel agencies, airline offices 
and other premises on 
Thursday. 

Turkish targets in 28 Ger- 
man cities, as wed as in Lon- 
don, Copenhagen, Vienna, Strasbourg, 
and Switzerland were hit. One 
Turk died in an arson attack in 
Wiesbaden, Germany. 

“While we see these inci- 
dents as a natural and under- 
standable reaction to the mas- 
sacres and attempted assimila- 
tion of our people, we stress 
that our party had no part in 
these actions,” the statement 
said. 

In Germany, police raided 
Kurdish offices and apartments 
across foe country on Friday 
following foe wave of attacks. 
The Interior Ministry said 46 
people had been detained on 
suspicion of carrying out the 
assaults. 

Nearly 450,000 Turkish 
Kurds and 1.8 million Turks 
-live in Germany. 

The $KK and other orga- 
nisations have been waging a 
war for an independent Kur- 


dish state in southeast Turkey. > 
More than 10,100 people have ■ 
been killed in Turkey since the 
PKK began its bloody cam- ; 
paign for independence ht ■ 

Ini Stockholm, Sweden, a I k , 
out 70 Kurds protested outside 
parliament on Friday; sayfog 
police harassed them tap 
overnight raids prompted^- 
foe recent attacks against :E 
Irish targets in Europe, v.&cv 

There were no 
Sweden, but police raided j 
dish cultural organ*; 
offices in Stockholm and 
psala Thursday night 

“The purpose was to 
firebombs, but we didn't:, 
anything,” said St 
chief prosecutor Ji 
Danielsson: 



“We feel harassed by pobce 
and we want to tell the Swedbh 
people and all interested in 
human rights how were tre- 
ated,” said Mehmet Yigjt, one 
of those protesting outside par- 
liament. He said chums would 
ber made against the police for 
broken doors and smashed ' 
windows. 

In Athens, Greece, police 
have increased security at the 
Turkish embassy and 
businesses. 

General Manolzs HurdaJris, 
foe head of the Greek police, 
said the measures include more . 
uniformed and plainclothes 
officers around possible targets* 
and increased patrols by squad 
cars. _ % 

He said foe Turkish embas- 
sy, Turkey’s national airline' 
offices and all Turkish 
businesses' and joint ventures 
would receive increased pro* . 
tection. 
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Israeli, Palestinian unions recognise each other 


TFT. AVIV (R) — The Israeli and Palestinian trade union 
movement have officially recognised each other, a special 
adviser to Palestine Liberation Organisation (FLO) leader 
Yasser Arafat said Friday. Dr. Ahmad Tibi said the mutual 
recognition agreement was readied at a meeting in his home 
between Israel’s Histadrut labour federation and the Palesti- 
nian Workers Union. “The two leaderships met this afternoon 
in my residence in Bast Jerusalem and the Israelis and 
^Palestinians announced that they recognised each other,” he 
told Reuters. Histadrut Secretary-General Haim Hsberfdd 
also recognised foe Palestinian Workers Union in Tunis; Dr/ 
Tibi said. The two sides set up a joint team to resolve disputes 
and discuss future cooperation, he said. 


■U v- 


Iraq slams U.N. envoy for remarks 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq Saturday described a senior U.N. 
official as a toy in the hands of venomous snakes after he said 
aims inspectors would probe reports that Baghdad used 
chemical weapons against Sbi'ite Muslims. Rolf Ekeus, head 
of foe U.N. special commission in charge of scrapping Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruction, said Wednesday he had no 
evidence yet that Iraq had used chemical weapons to drive 
Shi'ite Muslims from marshes in southern Iraq. But he added: 
“We will investigate to foe degree it is technically and 
practically possible" to do it. “Despite his ‘formal neutrality’ 
Mr. Ekeus is like someone who has lost tough with foe ground, 
turning into a toy in the hands of venomous snakes in the East 
and West.” Iraq’s state newspaper Al Jumhouriyah said in a 
front-page signed editorial. “He rushes to any his saying Iraq 
did this or that,” the paper added. 


Somalia task force chief named 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Former U.S. ambassador to the 
European Community James Dobbins has been appointed 
head of a new task force on Somalia. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher asked Mr. Dobbins to return to govern- 
ment service from his post at the Rand Corp. research group 
ahead of foe scheduled withdrawal of U.S. peacekeepers from 
Somalia March 31. Mr. Dobbins is one of several officials Mr. 
Christopher has assigned to direct U.S. diplomacy in .regional 
trouble spots. “It’s a very useful technique to have task fortes 
in charge of vanous areas. It enables people to concentrate on 
them,” Mr. Christopher said in a congre s sional hearing 
Friday. Hie pullout has raised concerns about the fate of the 
U.N. efforts to restore peace to Somalia, but the secretary said 
it was a “well-balanced decision “that avoids a quick with- 
drawal and leaves time for talks on reaching a political 
settlement. Meanwhile, U.S. envoy Robert Oakley left 
Mogadishu after working out an agreement between Somali 
clan leaders to attend a conference on assistance to Somalia at 
the end of November in Ethiopia. 
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Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

12:25 Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (GF) 

1*25 Moscow (SU) 

IOsOO Larnaca(CY) 

IMS Beirut (ME) 

VMS Cairo (MS) 

22^0 Istanbul (TA) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 


Dcp. Anam 8 JX) »,m. every Monday 

Arr. Dum c ai StiOp.mjncryMuKhy 

Dtp. Damascus 7J0*.®, cwry Sunday 

Arr. Ammo ScUO p.m. every Sunday 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1) 

0600 Beirut (RJ) 

10*0 Frankfurt (RJ) 

10:45 Cairo. Rome (RJ) 

llb45 Athens. Frankfurt (Rl) 

1*50 ......................... Vienna (RJ) 

Mh55 Aqaba. Frankfurt (RJ) 

11:15 Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

12:15 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

12:45 Cairo (RJ) , 

Riyadh (RJ) 

20J0 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:25 New Delhi (RJ) 

22H£ Singapore. Kuulu Lumpur (RJ) 

22l 50 Damascus* (RJ) 

22J8 Bangkok (RJ) 

22^5 Sanaa(RJ) 

23H» Aquha(RJ) 

80 J 8 Dubai. Abu Dhahi (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Doha. Bahrain (GF) 

. 16*5 Moscow (SU) 

29:25 Lamuw(CY) 

»fc55 Cairo (MS) 


MARKET PRICES 

Uppcrtlowcr price in fih per kg. 

Apple 760/450 

Banana M 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

Scans 550 / 350 

Cabbage 150 / 100 

Carrot 320/220 

Cauliflower 280/ 200 

Clementine 240/160 

Cucumbers (targe) 150 1 lOtf 

Cucumbers (small) 300/200 

Eggplant 28U/2U0 

Garlic 950 / 600 

Grapes SSIMOD 

Grape Fran UKV12Q 

Guava 4UV30U 

Lemon 201 / 100 

Marrow (large) WH 100 

Marrow (small) 300 / 

Muhikhia 450 / 300 

OUvcs (green) 3MV240 

Onion (dry) 28D/3W 

Pepper (bot) IWiftM, 

Pepper (sweet) 220/ 160 

Pomegranate 38V JOB 

PWaw 300 

Tomato MV 1»> 

Spinach 320 / 220 
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MESSAGE FROM SENEGAL His Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday receives a message from 
Senegal’s president, Abdou Diouf, delivered to 
him by Senegal’s Ambassador to Kuwait Abdul 


Rahman Ambaki who was on a visit to the 
Kingdom- During the audience at the Royal 
Court, the King and the envoy reviewed current 
regional and international issues 


\X 


King congratulates 
Tunisian Jeader 


will review population issues in the non- 
aligned nations. A two-member team to the 
week-long conference leaves for Indonesia 
today (Sunday). 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King 
Hussein Saturday sent a cable of good 
wishes to President Zein AI Abidine Ben 
Alt of Tunisia on the anniversary of his 
assuming the presidency. The King wished 
Mr. Ben AJi continued good health and 
happiness and further progress for the Tuni- 
sian people. 


Petroleum union 
cooperation accord signed 


Nov. 14 is public holiday 


AMMAN (Petra) — All government de- 
partments and public institutions will 
observe a public holiday on Sunday Nov. 14, 
marking His Majesty King Hussein's birth- 
day, according to a statement from the 
Prime Ministry Saturday. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation repre- 
senting the Genera] Jordanian Federation of 
Workers in the Petrochemical Industry has 
returned from a 10-day visit to Egypt where 
they signed a protocol paving tne way for 
cooperation in union-related affairs. Under 
the agreement. 15 Jordanian workers will be 
sent to Egypt for a two-week training course 
on unionist work at the Cairo-based Pet- 
roleum Union Institute. 


Jordan takes part in major 
FAO conference 


Team to participate in 
population conference in 
Indonesia 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will participate 
in a non-aligned nations population confer- 
ence due to open in Indonesia on Tuesday. 
The conference, which is part of prepara- 
tions for an international conference on 
population to be held in Cairo ne^t year. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is taking part in 
the general conference by the U.N. Food 
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) which 
opened in Rome Saturday. Agriculture 
Minister Marwan Kamal is attending the 
meetings which will focus on current and 
future food and agriculture situations 
around the world. The 20-day conference 
will also discuss means of involving women 
in rural development and discuss a 1994- 
1995 plan for FAO’s operations. 




-finr 


WHAT’S GOING ON 




The following listings are compiled from 
monthly bulletins and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify the listed time 
and place with the concerned institutions. 


* Art exhibition by artist Mohammad 
Jaloos at the French Cultural Centre. 


Al 


■fr Art exhibition by artist Mohammad Aba 
Zraiq entitled “Views” at the Royal Cnltural 
Centre. 


EXHIBITIONS 


Exhibition of recent paintings by artist 
Am mar Khammash at Darat Al Funun of 
the Abdnl Hameed Shoman Foundation in 
Jabal Luweibdeh. Also showing, the perma- 
nent exhibition (Saturday-Thursday 10:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m.) 

Art exhibition by a group of artists at Orfali 
Art Gallery (telephone 643251/2). 

Art exhibition by artist Mustafa All at 
Baladna Art Gallery. 


* Exhibition of ceramics and coloured glass by 
artists Khalid Mahafzah and Basel Taraw- 
neh at the Royal Cultural Centre. 


FILMS 


Film entitled “The Seven Samurai” at the 
American Center at 5:00 p.m. (207 minutes; 
in Japanese with English subtitles). 


LECTURES 


ft Art exhibition by artist Sa’di Al Ka’bi at Alia 
Art Gallery <9:30-13:30 and 1500-1800). 


# Lecture entitled "The Crisis of the Palesti- 
nian National Identity: Factors and Chal- 
lenges” by Dr. Bayan Al Hoot at Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation at 6:00 p.m. 


Transformations in Mideast will be influenced by nature, 


quality of women’s participation in society — Queen 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor was the 
keynote speaker at a confer- 
ence on Middle Eastern 
women in New York Friday. 

Organised by Teachers 
College Columbia Universi- 
ty, the two-day conference, 
entitled “Transformations: 
Women and Change in the 
Middle East,” sought to pro- 
vide a framework for discus- 
sion. illumination and under- 
standing of the changing role 
of women in the Middle East. 

The participants were 
prominent speakers involved 
in women's issues in the Mid- 
dle East, including 
academics, commentators, 
analysts and international 
organisation leaders. 

I In her address. Queen 
Noor said that the subject of 
the conference was “crucial 
to the social and political 
transformations under way in 
the Middle East," and ‘‘time- 
ly because at this defining 
moment of change for the 
region, these transfoimations 
will he deeply influenced by 
the expanded nature and 
quality of women's participa- 
tion in society." 

She also pointed out that 


the impressive "sustained de- 
velopmental gains of the last 
several decades can be direct- 
ly attributed to women's en- 
hanced education, activism, 
and community participa- 
tion." 

"The last three generations 
of our women have taken 
advantage of new opportuni- 
ties presented successively by 
national independence, de- 
velopment and political liber- 
alisation," the Queen said. 

“At the family and com- 
munity level, women have 
played a central role in 
changing their society; in 
turn, society has offered 
them opportunities to 
broaden their personal and 
professional activities and to 
i heighten their aspirations," 
she added. 

The Queen said that “the 
women of the Middle East 
are likely to play increasingly 
important roles as catalysts of 
change, national reconcilia- 
tion and solidarity, and as 
agents of stability and de- 
velopment." 

Queen Noor emphasised 
the value of “the traditional 
woman's role as the anchor of 
the family.” “This pivotal 


role has probably been the 
single most important factor 
for social stability and com- 
munal identity in Middle 
Eastern cultures," she said. 

In addition, she highlight- 
ed the need for the West to 
address the. status of Middle 
Eastern women in the con- 
text of their own social and - 
cultural structure. This in- 
« eludes eliminating the 
stereotypes of the peoples of 
'the Middle East and of Islam: 

After all, the Queen said, 
"many of the personal rights 
that women in the West 
obtained during the last two 
centuries were guaranteed to 
and practised by Muslim 
women over 1.400 years 
ago.” 

Accompanying Queen 
Noor to the conference were 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince TalaJ Bin Mohammad 
and Princess Ghida Taial, 

. Jordan's Ambassador to the 
United Nations Adnan Abu 
Odeh and Mrs. Abu Odeh, 
Senator Leila Sharaf, and the 
Queen’s mother, Mrs. Doris ■ 
Hal a by. Also present was 
Mrs. Boutros Ghali and other 
members -of rhe diplomatic 
corps. 



RSCN to publish book 
on birds of Middle East 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Royal 
Society for the Conservation of 
Nature (RSCN) announced 
Saturday that it will soon pub- 
lish a book on the birds of 
Jordan and the Middle East 
with funding from the World 
Bank’s Global Environment 
Facility. 

The announcement was 
made by RSCN Director Mah- 
er Abu Jaafar upon the conclu- 
sion of a visit to Jordan by 
Richard Porter, an expert from 
the Bird Life International 
organisation. 

The book will cover the most 
important community of birds 
settled in the Middle East and 
the migrant birds passing 
through the region, including 
Jordan, said Mr.. Abu Jaafar... 

AlsOifdaiMpd by the. RSCN 
is hpaelifisSof .Schemes that 
woukLbe. implemented in the 
Kmgdofit nr cooperation with 
Bird Life International, said 
Mr. Abu Jaafar in a statement 
to the Jordan Times. 


During his five-day stay 
here, Mr. Porter who also 
works for the Royal Society for 
the Protection of Birds in the 
United Kingdom, toured 
several regions. 


According to Adnan Budeiri 
of the RSCN, who'- accompa- 
nied Mr. Porter on the tour, 
the British expert registered a 
large number of birds as a 
result of his visits to the Jordan 
Valley, Azraq, Khirbet Al 
Samra and several RSCN wild- 
life reserves. 


He said that Birds Life Inter- 
nationa] plans to sign an agree- 
ment with the RSCN on coop- 

K ation in the field of protect- 
g birds in Jordan and the 
Middle East. 

Mr. Porter wgs one 
the RSCN-3n*its bi rcf^C _ • 

committee which encoiir^ed^ 
die hobby, particularly among 
school children. He also dis- 
cussed cooperation with RSCN 
President Anis Muasher, 


No government interference 


(Continued from page 1) 


commitment to the peace pro- 
cess was one of Jordan’s con- 
stants and that the unity be- 
tween Jordan and the West 
Bank in 1950 was not in contra- 
diction with Palestinian rights 
at all. 

He said that if the Palesti- 
nians decide to take part in the 
elections somewhere else in 
the future, then they will have 
to decide whether to abandon 
the Jordanian nationality or 


not and we will not interfere." 

On Palestinian differences 
over the Israel-Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
agreement. Dr. Majali pointed 
out that those who reject it 
“adopt a childish attitude." 
They reject the Palestinian 
deal while they accept the 
Jordanian-Israel agenda for 
peace talks, he said. “This 
confusion that some of them 
have is mainly due to their 
belief that the Palestinians 
won't obtain their rights,'’ he 
said. 


King urges all voters to exercise right 


(Continued from page 1) 


* i, 


cerpts of the King’s address: 

“I am pleased to meet with 
you today and to welcome you 
in your home, the home of all 
\ Jordanians of various origins to 
discuss together issues of con- 
cern to the Centre for Studies 
cut Freedom, Democracy and 
Human Rights. 

“We have designed this cen- 
tre as a genuine tributary, en- 
riching our democratic march 
through studies and research 
that would open new horizons 
and pave the way for its en- 
deavours to spread and take 
root in the conscience and 
souls of people at a time when 
we witness numerous freedom 
fighters in the Arab Nation 
continually suffering from 
oppression, deprivation and 
pursuit. 

“The world around us is now 
■ f at the threshold of a new cultu- 
■i£ ral phase that has not yet 
assumed its full dimensions, a 
world in which we witness har- 
bingers of civil and ethnic con- 
flicts that reflect the tendency 
towards hegemony and aggres- 
sion and infringement on the 
human rights and dignity in 
many parts of the world. 

■ “These facts place us all face 
to face with our responsibilities 
a!nd our true and firm convic- 
tion of the need to ensure the 
respect of human freedom, 
dignity and rights regardless of 
dolour, race or creed. 

“I wish to reassert my full 
conviction that no nation can 
face the challenges, escape 
darkness, oppression / and ignor- 
ance and attain enlightenment 
tyt and knowledge without free- 
dom. democracy and respect of 
human rights. 

"As far as 1 remember I 
have told you in our first meet- 


ing that the mission of your 
centre is enhancing the Jorda- 
nian democratic experiment, 
unbridling the potentials of in- 
tellectuals and creative people 
who could help build the com- 
plete model of political, social 
and cultural democracy. 

“We would like these ele- 
ments to create in this centre a 
. clear vision of the future which 
we can employ to serve as a 
springboard for a comprehen- 
sive pan-Arab movement that 
would take the lead in resum- 
ing the Arab renaissance, 
which always served as the 
main axis of the Great Arab 
Revolt. 

“It is our duty to pursue the 
efforts with a firm faith and with a 
will that has no room for 
weakness or slackness. We 
hope to see the idea of this 
centre and its project trans- 
formed into concrete reality, 
affecting our life and our 
stands and our visions and con- 
cepts of freedom, democracy 
and human rights. 

“We live in an age in which 
we witness human rights, free- 
dom and dignity facing threat 
or aggression. 

“It is enough here to point to 
the Israeli authorities 1 recent 
decision to consider the Islamic 
Hoiy shrines in Jerusalem as 
part of the land of Israel, plac- 
ing these sites under Israeli 
sovereignty. 

“What aggression on human 
rights, freedom and dignity can 
be more cruel than confiscating 
sacred sites and places of 
worship? 

“I have stated more than 
once thar the shrines and 
places of worship should only 
be subject to God's sovereign- 
ty alone and should remain as a 
haven for all believers in God. 
the followers of the three 
monotheistic religions. No one 


should have absolute 
sovereignty over these holy 
places as this is totally rejected 
by all international principles 
and laws. 

“Perhaps it is a good omen 
that we meet today while the 
homeland is preparing for 
general elections on Monday. I 
seize this good opportunity to 
send to all citizens in Jordan 
my greetings, my appreciation 
and deep pride as companions 
of my lifetime march and my 
struggle. 

“The Jordanian people nev- 
er shirked a duty nor did they 
ever spare a sacrifice or bow 
their heads except to God. 

“Addressing them from this 
place and a position of one 
with responsibility and experi- 
ence I reaffirm that genuine 
•and good citizenship requires 
from them all to exercise their 
right in electing those who 
represent them in Parliament. 

“Any failure in exercising 
this right is regarded as shirk- 
ing of national responsibility 
and abandoning the nation's 
higher interests. Failure to par- 
ticipate in the elections is 
not becoming Jordanians 
who are known to have upheld 
duty with honour. 

“If we are so keen on per- 
forming our dury and exercis- 
ing our tights in electing de- 
puties because this is a national 
and sacred duty, it is more 
important and for us to let our 
consciences and our minds de- 
cide on the elite of people whb 
truly deserve to be the repre- 
sentatives of the Jordanian , 
■people to be entrusted with our 
national interests." 

“Based on this assumption 
our choice should be free from 
any influence, and rising above 
petty personal and selfish in- 
terests and emanating from the 
sense of national responsibility 


which places the homeland's 
interests above all other con- 
siderations. 

“If we are truly oriented to 
safeguard the higher national 
interests and our national unity 
and our democratic march, 
then we should show all this in 
our behaviour during the pro- 
cess of voting by exercising 
self-control ana through gentle 
character. We should be keen 
on upholding the elements on 
which this homeland has been 
founded, displaying our toler- 
ance. brotherly love, cohesion, 
wisdom and rationality and 
cordiality. 

“So let us proceed, with 
God's blessing, and let us 
choose those from amongst us 
who are known for their in- 
tegrity, purity, faithfulness and 
belonging to the homeland. 
Let us act with a high degree of 
keenness and, astuteness lest 
we be taken in by loud voices 
or false slogans.' 

“Let me reaffirm to all my 
Jordanian brothers and free 
men and women that these 
elections like the previous ones 
will be a model of integrity and 
fairness. I guarantee for all the 
Jordanians that the elections 
will be as they were before. 

“Let us proceed towards our 
sacred national duty with tran- 
quil souls and undisturbed con- 
science and with open and alert 
minds. 

“Let our proud people come 
out and appear in this day of 
democracy and let us serve as 
an example and a model of 
conduct in protecting the 
achievements of the homeland 
which we have built with pati- 
ence. toil and sacrifice. Let us 
live up to the expectations of 
our nation which looks towards 
our march with hope and 
admiration of which we are 
worthy." 


Peres 


(Con tinned from page 1) 


The Israeli daily Hadashot 
said Friday that Chief-of-Staff 
Ehud Barak led a delegation to 
talks with Syrians in Cyprus 
recently. But the report was 
officially denied. 

Israeli Health Minister 
Chaim Ramon told the 
Haaretz newspaper: “We are 
in permanent negotiations with 
the Syrians and the United 
States and Egypt are associ- 
ated with that. The two coun- 
tries pass on messages." 

A Syrian newspaper Satur- 
day condemned secret talks 
between Arabs and Israel and 
said it would do all it could to 
stop such contacts. 

The official Syrian daily 
Tishreen. which reflects gov- 
ernment thinking, said Damas- 
cus had refused several offers 
and “temptations" to engage 
in secret talks with Israel out- 
side the two-year-old U.S.- 
brokered peace process. 

“Syria, while affirming its 
commitment to the peace pro- 
cess... repeats today its firm 
rejection for holding any secret 
talks with Israel at any level." 
Tishreen said. 

“Syria at the same time finds 
it bad that any other Arab 
party make such useless con- 
tacts because experience of the 
near past has shown working in 
darkness was nothing but a 
catastrophe for Arabs.” it 
added. 

“Syria would not bargain on 
a principle. Withdrawal should 
be total. Peace should be com- 
prehensive and security should 
be given to all," Tishreen said. 
“Syria will not slip into the 
channels and dark tunnels of 
secret talks." . 

It said Syria had persuaded 
Washington of the need to 
continue the formal peace pro- 
cess. 
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New gas, diesel turbines to 


increase power generation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A consor- 
tium of Franco-Japan ese firms 
Saturday won a contract from 
the Jordan Electricity Author- 
ity (JEA) to procure and install 
three gas and diesel-driven tur- 
bines. to boost electric power 
generation. JEA Director 
Mohammad Saeed Arafeh told 
the Jordan Times that the 
JD30 million project will be 
financed partly from a S15 mil- 
lion French soft loan and partly 
from JEA resources and local 
borrowing. 

One of the turbines will be 
installed at Risheh, the main 
natural gas field in.the country; 
the other^rwp will 

norfo^^- 'Zaraa^and will fie- 


Arafeh. 

Together, he said, the three 
turbines will produce 90 mega- 
watts of electric power which is 
to be fed into the national grid. 

With the installation of the 
gas-driven turbine at Risheh, 
the JEA .will have installed 
four turbines which together 
are expected to produce a total 
of 20 per cent of Jordan's 
electric power needs, accord- 
ing to Mr. Arafeh. 

' At present, the three gas 
driven turbines at Risheh pro- 
duce more than 13 per cent of 
the country's power needs. 

As. for the two turbines at 


Asked when the three tur- 
bines will be installed and 
ready to operate, he said he 
expected the installation work 
to be completed by the end of 
1994. 


Mr. Arafeh added that the 
JEA was going ahead with 
plans to operate the second 
stage of the Aqaba Thermal 
Power Station due to be com- 
pleted by 1996. 


growing power needs of 
adqiM -Mr,. Arafeh. .. . (?t 


The Aqaba station, has two 
gas turbines currently produc- 
ing 130 megawatts of electric 
power, but the second stage 
would increase power genera- 
tion by at least 10 per cent to , 
cope with the growing demand 
revolting ffonvme^Utbern re 1 ' ; 
g&gja’s economic growth. ' 


Islamists are not running in a tribal district 


(Contmned from page 1) 


consensus. 


“Fawaz is reportedly 
spending a lot of money on the 
campaign which is going to 
backfire on him and the 
Zoubis whose majority 
appears to be in favour of 
Ibrahim," according to one 
observer of the campaign in 
Ramtha. 

The only Jordanian of 
Palestinian origin contesting 
a seat in Ramtha is Romel' 
Abdul Nabi (Duweikat). an 
architect whose chances in 
this district of tribal affilia- 
tions appear to be slim. 
“Only because they (the 
Palestinians) wanted to avoid 
pressure from the other 
candidates, that they fielded 
one of their own," said 
Mohammad Na'eem. a far- 
mer from Ramtha. “Abdul 
Nabi does hot stand a chance: 
There are not enough Palesti- 
nians to vote for him around 
here.’’ 

Suleiman Ubeidallah, an 
orthopaedic surgeon residing 
m Amman, is the candidate 
of the “independents” as 
they 1 are called in Ramtha, 
which number about UOO. . 
The “independents” are 
those who belong to neither 
the Zoubis nor the fellaheen . 

Hassan Shboul, a lawyer, 
comes from the village of 
Shajarah. where there are a 
lot of Zoubis who are ex- 
pected to vote in favour of 
Ibrahim Samara. 

Fawaz Hassan Rabee', 
Saleh Tawalbeh and Saleh 
Darabseh, who come from 


relatively small families, are' 
expected to win only the 
votes of their immediate rela- 


tives. 

In Bani Kenanah, which 
comprises 18 villages, seven 
of which are predominantly 
Obeidat (10,000 eligible vo- 
ters), Taial Obeidat, also a 
retired army general, is the 
candidate favoured by many 
and most likely to secure a 
seat. 

Dr. Qaseem Obeidat, the 
former deputy and minister 
of labour, rejected the results 
of the preliminary elections 
held by the Obeidats which 
resulted in the choice of Taial 
Obeidat and decided to run 
independently. 

“Qaseem did not respect 
the democratic method which 
we adopted, and which is the 
same that got him to Parlia- 
ment in 1989. He won by 
9,200 votes, which means 


that relatively all of us voted 
in hisiavour." said a member 
of the Obeidats. 

The seven other candidates 
in Bani Kenanah indude 
three from the.Melkawi fami- 
ly (which number about 
3.000), Issam, Usama and 
Ahmad; Taial Damen from a 
small village called Hakem, 
Ahmad Ekesh from Um 
Qais, and Saleh Tawalbeh 
from Saham. 

“The mere fact that they 
all come from small families 
is an indication that their 
chances in winning are ex- 
tremely slim," as one obser- 
ver said. 

Thus the strongest candi- 
dates in the district appear to 
be Mohammad Khatib. Ibra- 
him Samara and Taial 
Obeidat. Second favourites 
include Fawaz Zoubi, 
Qaseem Obeidat and Ahmad 
Khaza'Ieh. 


Islamists likely to retain seats 


(Continued from page 1) 


from independent Islamists, 
it is difficult for rhe Brother- 
hood to gain the same influ- 
ence ft bad in the 11th Parlia- 
ment. 

The IAF. experts say. will 
have to concentrate its votes 
on specific candidates at the 
expense of its supporters 
from the Islamic stream or 
from other affiliations. This 
will consequently reduce the 
front's chances of bringing 
more supporters to Parlia- 
ment. 

In addition, the IAF will 


have to face strong competi- 
tion from independent Islam- 
ists and will have to eliminate 
competition between IAF 
candidates themselves in the 
same district. 

“If the Islamists' influence 
is lessened in parliament, 
then rhis will be a victory for 
all other political groupings 
in the countTy.” one expert 
said. “But if IAF is able to 
retain the same number of 
seats, then this will be a blow 
to the change in the election 
law and all other procedures 
taken to weaken their 
chances." 
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Different House, one agenda 


THERE IS no doubt in anybody's mind that the 
12th Parliament which Jordanians will elect tomor- 
row will be different from its predecessor, in both 
strength and composition. That much has already 
been made clear by the direction, or lack of it, of the 
election campaigns that ended officially last night. 

The role of the Lower House has since 1989 been 
determined gradually, and ironically, by the 11th 
Parliament itself, which gave the government a 
larger say on determining the kind of key laws that 
regulate the democratic experiment and other 
aspects of running the affairs of state. 

The previous Parliament planted the seeds of its 
weakness with its own hands. Laws pertaining to 
the regulation of Political Parties and the Press were 
basically designed by the government but were 
passed by the 11th Parliament with little opposition. 

The one-person, one-vote amendment to the 
Election Law will most probably limit the influence 
of the Islamic Action Front (IAF) and like-minded 
political groups that oppose the peace process. Had 
that sinjpfe amendment not been introduced, the 
1AF could have been able to lead a coalition of 
rejectionists who would have made any peace 
agreement with Israel impossible. With a weakened 
anti-peace camp in tomorrow’s Parliament, the 
government, any future government, would have a 
simpler task pursuing a peace option that would 
minimise the damage to Jordan and place the 
country’s interests on top of its agenda.. Surely it 
would be -very difficult for any government to 
negotiate the future of the country with Israel, the 
U.S. and "the Palestine Liberation Organisation' 
(PLO) with a House breathing “no-peace” down its 
neck. 

But with the majority of the new deputies 
expected to support the peace process, the govern- 
ment and the House could also make it a point to 
work harder for enhancing democracy. This task 
should not be lost in the exchange of blame and 
rhetoric over the peace process. Our parliamenta- 
rians must understand that the leadership will use 
its negotiating skills to ensure that peace in the 
region will be in the interest of Jordan and the Arab 
Nation at large. Reasonable opposition in Parlia- 
ment will certainly help the government in its task. 

Meanwhile, the new House needs to recognise at 
the outset of its four-year term that its main duty is 
to consolidate and enhance the country’s democra- 
tic process and institutions. While Parliament can 
do little to change policy on strategic objectives of 
the state, it can achieve a great deal of progress on 
the internal front, particularly in terras of progres- 
sive legislation and in institution-building. The 
coming four years wiU be crucial for Jordan, the 
Palestinians and the region. Neither Parliament, 
nor the government should spend these years on 
unnecessary squabbles and futile arguments that 
would not in the end have to concern us. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily Saturday said that the real battle with 
the enemy i*. being fought at the political level and therefore 
the Arabs and the Palestinians have to exert all efforts to win it 
by ensuring the greatest gains. The Arabs realise now that a 
solution to the Arab-lsraeli conflict does not guarantee all 
their rights because the whole world is supporting the Israelis 
and continues to condone its arrogance and support its military 
superiority over the Arab Nation. We went to Madrid at the 
start of the peace process for the purpose of ensuring the 
implementation of U.N. resolutions 242 and 3 38 and under the 
impression that the world community is now inclined to favour 
peace over war and to implement the international legitimacy, 
said the paper. Therefore, the paper said, our aspiration for 
peace is legitimate and our endeavours to ensure a lasting 
settlement are a national requirement. For this reason, added 
the paper, the Jordanians, the Palestinians, the Syrians and 
the Lebanese are determined to pursue (he negotiations with 
the Israelis and with the world community at large in order to 
reach an acceptable peace formula that would bring about 
security and stability and ensure the return of Arab rights. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Dustour Saturday demanded that the 
Arab Nation haft any moves towards normalisation of rela- 
tions with the Israelis until they have withdrawn all their forces 
from the occupied Arab lands. Mohammad Kawash said that 
nothing has been done towards achieving real peace despite 
the signing of the PLO-israei deal. Everything seems to have 
remained untouched although the Israelis have succeeded, to 
some extent, in opening the door for normalising its relations 
with Arab countries and opening talks aimed at economic 
cooperation, said the writer. Not a single Israeli soldier has 
been pulled out from- the Arab territories at a time when Israel 
seems to be determined to redeploy its troops on occupied 
Arab land instead of withdrawing them under the pretext that 
it wants to provide protection to the Jewish settlements, the 
w riter pointed ouL In light of this situation, and as we witness 
Fuel planting mines in the path of peace, ir is incumbent on 
the Arab governments to stop displaying good intentions until 
the Uracii government has yielded not only to the PLO 
demands but also those along the other lsraeli-Arab tracks. 


Sunday Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed A1 Fanek 


U.N. report should serve as 
incentive for bettering life in Jordan 


According to the tables presented in the World Human- 
Development Report (1993), issued by the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), the per capita gross 
national product (GNP) in Jordan was estimated at $1,640. 
which places Jordan in a respectable place among nations. Two 
thirds of human beings are poorer than we are, while one third 
of mankind is richer. Our place on 2 n accelerating scale of 100 
in per capita income is at the point of 66.6. 

The poorest people in the world are the Mozambique 
people, and the richest are the Swiss. Among the Arab 
countries, the people of Somalia are at the bottom of the list, 
with an average of $170 per capita, and the people of the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) are at the top with an average 
annual income of $18,430 per capita. Thus, the income of an 
average UAE' ^national equals the income of 10S Somali 
citizens or 11 Jordanians. 

However, the per capita income is but one factor in the 
human development. The international human development 
index gave the following indicators for Jordan: 

Among 160 countries covered by the report, Jordan is in the 
86th position. Average life expectancy at birth is 66.9 years. 
Eighty point one per cent of adults are able to read and write, 
the average gross domestic product (GDP) per capita after 
adjustment for purchasing power parity (PPP) is $2,415 and 
the overall index of human development in Jordan is 58.6 per 
cent. 

The report states that 97 per cent of the Jordanian 
population have access to medical services, 99 per cent have 
drinkable water and that the average Jordanian consumes food 
enough to give him 1 18 per cent of the calories required. The 
purchasing power of money in Jordan is 47.3 per cent higher 
than the world average, therefore the per capita income of 
$1,640 is actually equivalent to $2,415 because the price level 
of goods and services in Jordan is lower than the worldwide 
level by 32.1 per cent. 

Comparing Jordan's human situation in 1990 to what it used 
to be 30 years ago, the report concluded that the average life 
of the Jordanian increased by 42.6 per cent, infant mortality 
rate declined by 76 per cent, the food calories intake rose by 
26.9 per cent and the per capita income rate by 115.6 percent 
in real terms, i.e., after allowing for inflation, an improvement 


of 2.6 per annum. 

If we compare Jordan’s human state of affairs with that of 
the industrialised countries in the North, we find that the 
average Jordanian has 90 per cent of life expectancy, 88 per 
cent of the nutritional calories, 82 per cent of education, 16 per 
cent of the gross domestic product, 12 per cent of gross 
national product, 50 per cent of the educational years, 11 per 
cent of the nurses per one thousand of population, 33 per cent 
of family planning. 37 per cent of contraceptives, 40 per cent 
of medical doctors, and 16 per cent of the newspaper 
circulation relative to population. 

The report estimated that each 1,000 Jordanians (or ISO 
families) own 252 radios. 77 television sets and 53 copies of 
daily newspapeis. 

The population under the line of poverty is estimated at 17 
per cent, the ratio of public expenditure on education is 5.9 
per cent, on public health 2.7 per cent. The foreign aid 
received by Jordan amounts to 16.7 per cent of GNP (1990) or 
$221 per capita (1989). Jordan's foreign indebtedness was .181 percent 
of GNP (1989), which put Jordan on the sixth place in 
indebtedness and the first if you exclude African debtor 
countries. 

The report found that there are 2.1 soldiers for each teacher, 
or 26 soldiers for each physician. Taxes take 15.3 per cent of 
GNP (1989) and direct taxes make 13.4 per cent of total taxes. 

This in summary is the state of affairs of human develop- 
ment in Jordan. In this respect, Jordan ranks as number one 
among non oil Arab countries, but ranks as number 10 among 
all Arab countries. 

Of course, there is large room for improvement and farther 
development. It is not good enough to say that Jordan today is 
far better than it used to be several decades ago. This should 
be taken for granted. The comparison must be made with 
other countries which improved also, some of them faster than 
we did. 

The United Nations’ annual report on the state of all 
countries of the world regarding human development will 
work as an effective incentive to speed up the race for better 
life for the people. 



ADL rallies to subvert Mideast peace 


By Jeffrey Steinberg 

The following article is re- 
printed from the Oct. 22 issue 
of Washington Weekly Execu- 
tive Intelligence Review: 

Where the Anti-Defamation 
League of B’nai B'ritb (ADL) 
really stands on the issue of 
Middle East peace was 
answered on Oct. 10 at the 
Gateway Marriott Hotel in 
Crystal City, Virginia. Under 
the auspices of the American 
Leadership Conference, a col- 
lection of ADL operatives and 
hangers-on gathered to rail 
against the Rabin-Arafat 
accords and to launch a drive 
to reinstall the Likud Party in 
power under the direction of 
Benjamin Netanyahu, a 
staunch opponent of the land- 
for-peace plan. Among the 
speakers were several with 
longstanding ADL ties: 

— Dr. Uri Ra’&nan, the pat- 
ron of convicted Israeli-Soviet 
spy Jonathan Jay Pollard and 
the one-time Israeli intelli- 
gence liaison to B'nai B'ritb. 
Dr. Ra'anan, who was re- 
cruited and trained by British 
intelligence in the 1950s before 
migrating to Israel, headed the 
national security studies prog- 
ramme at the Fletcher School 
of Diplomacy at Tufts Uni- 
versity in the late 1970s and 
shepherded both Pollard and 
ADL operative Mira Lansky 
Boland into jobs with Naval 
Intelligence and the CIA, re- 
spectively. In the early 1960s 
Dr. Ra’anan, then with the 
Israeli embassy in Washington, 
was caught setting up a Mossad 
spy right at B’nai B’rith head- 
quarters. Dr. Ra’anan has 
been a frequent lecturer at 
ADL-sponsored seminars on 


Arab terrorism. 

Rad Jean Isaac, a founder of 
Americans fOT a Sate Israel, an 
author frequently published by 
the ADL, and a speaker at 
ADL forums on terrorism. For 
years Mrs. Isaac and her hus- 
band worked closely with John 
Rees, a British-born spook 
who acknowledges that bis 
front group, the Maldon Insti- 
tute. is heavily bankrolled by 
the ApL. 

Yossef Bodansfcy, a one-time 
analyst for Israeli Air Force 
Intelligence and currently the 
director of the House Republi- 
can Task Force on Terrorism 
and Unconventional Warfare. 
Mr. Bodansky is also the direc- 
tor of Middle East analysis at 
Rees's Maldon Institute and 
penned a March 1993 prop- 
aganda tome called Targer 
America: Terrorism in the 
U.S. Today, based on informa- 
tion fed to him by hardliners 
inside the Israeli Defence 
Force who are seeking to fo- 
ment a holy war against Islam. 
The same IDF intelligence 
channels authored a December 
1992 report that was published 
by die ADL claiming that the 
United States was harbouring 
Islamio fundamen talis t terror- 
ist networks. 

Other speakers at the rally 
for war included: Midge Dec- 
ter. Eugene Rostov, Douglas 
Feith and Harvey Friedman. 
Mr. Friedman was a vice presi- 
dent of the America-Israel 
Public Affairs Committee 
(AIPAC) until last summer, 
when he was forced to resign 
over a foul-mouthed public 
attack against Israel’s Deputy 
Foreign Minister Yossi Beilin, 
a leading go-between in the 
secret talks with the PLO. 


Familiar role for ADL 

The presence of so many 
ADL fellow-travellers at the 
neo-conservative anti-peace 
rally is hardly a surprise. As 
early as 1 975, the ADL was 
engaged in a vicious propagan- 
da wax against political eco- 
nomist Lyndon LaRondbe be- 
cause of bis proposal for a 
durable peace in the Middle 
East based on economic de- 
velopment. Mr. LaRooche 
travelled to Baghdad in the 
spring of 1975 and later held a 
series of meetings in New York 
Gty with senior Israeli govern- 
ment officials, including Fore- 
ign Minister and U.N. Ambas- 
sador Abba Eban, to discuss 
details of his economic de- 
velopment plan. ADL consi- 
dered this treachery and spent 
millions of dollars to smear 
Mr. LaRouche as an anti- 
Semite and seek his elimina- 
tion. 

Since January 1993, evi- 
dence has surfaced as a result 
of a San Francisco police probe 
that the ADL carried out the 
same kind of dirty tricks 
against hundreds of political 
and civil rights groups and tens 
of thousands of activists. Many 
targets of the ADL are Jewish 
peace activists, including Yigal 
Arens, son of former Israeli 
Defence Minister Moshe 
Arens, and leaders of Amer- 
ican Friends of Peace Now and 
New Jewish Agenda. AH these 
groups advocated some variant 
on the land-for-peace solution 
to the Israel- Palestine crisis 
that is now being pursued by 
the Rabin government and 
Yasser Arafat. 

Any thoughts of peace were 
absent at the Crystal City sym- 
posium. Speaker after speaker 


rose to denounce the Rabin- 
Arafat accords and at least five 
members of the Jewish De- 
fence League were allowed to 
speak from the floor in support 
of the policy of “mass trans- 
fers,” i.e., the forced violent 
expulsion of all Palestinians 
from the West Bank, Gaza 
Strip, and Israel. 

Mrs. Isaac screamed that 
even the Camp David Accords 
were too much, arguing that 
Egypt was the most anti-Semi- 
tic country in the world and 
that President Hosni Mubarak 
had broken every clause of 
Camp David. 

Midge Decter called any talk 
of peace “sinful.” Only a mas- 
rive Israeli military deterrent, 
she argued, can keep peace 
with a permanently hostile 
Arab World. “Animosity” is 
the only path to security, she 
said. 

Despite the rhetoric, the 
genera] mood among the 500 
or so Zionist hardliners who 
attended the event was de- 
moralisation over the dramatic 
progress towards peace and the 
apparent widespread support 
the Rabin-Arafat agreements 
have won among Israelis and 
Palestinians alike. 

The ADL meeting is, 
however, a warning for those 
who are toying with the idea of 
bringing in the World Bank or 
other wrecker-institutions to 
direct the economic features of 
the accord. If the peace pro- 
cess falters, there are plenty of 
zealots, like the ADLers who 
gathered at the Marriott, who 
are prepared to take any steps, 
including terrorism and pro- 
voking regional war, to pre- 
vent the realisation of peace in 
the Middle East. 


LETTERS 


Selective elections? 


To the Editor: 

Though the freedom of the individual is pri«d 8 
democratic society, our experience of tfemo^tic tle^oore: » 
proving otherwise. The freedom of the individ ual s ft 
a superficial kind of freedom. We are two f 

those who are dominating and those who are 

We as individuals, are still ruled by attitudes which exhibit 
themselves in such forms as racial characteristic, class pre- 
judices, public opinion, etc... so much so that little ongmahty 
and personal courage are to be found in each uidivt du a T s 
decision on who to elect. X votes for Y because he is a road 
of the family, or because he is of the same ethnic background, 
the same class or the same creed. Little consideration i s giv en 
to the candidate's merits, beliefs, honesty and dedication to 
serve the country and its people. 

Are we so dominated by group psychology and group 
authority that we can no longer truly practise our own nrfit of 
freedom of choice? I am not suggesting that one shonW dtjach 
from one’s own group to the point of alienation. What lam 
advocating is that each individual should- recognise as well os 
practise his or her right to be free from all kind of domination 
over true, and not superficial, freedom of intellect, without 
which anyone’s vote is worthless. 

We are being faced with not only an intellectual chal leng e, 
but also with a challenge that has serious political, social and tt 
economic consequences. We have a great responsibility , 
towards our society and ourselves and that can only be met 
when and if we start taking responsibility for our own decisions 
and choices. Rather than think of ourselves as having to 
behave as we do because of the circumstances and positions m 
which we find ourselves, we should grab this chance to adopt a 
policy that invites us to see ourselves as producing those 
“social facts” the absence of which we are always complaining 
about. 


Natasha Bukhari, 
P.O. Box 364, 
Amman. 


Majority 
against bigotry 

To the Editor: 

After hearing and reading arguments mainly condemning Dr. 
Labib Kamhawi for what he said in a CNN report last week, I 
thought not enough light was being shed on what his partner in 
the programme. Dr. Fahed Fanek, had to say. 

If Dr. Kamhawi ’s critics thought he had said anything wrong 
in that report, I don’t think that many people, be they 
Jordanians or Jordanians of Palestinian origin, would have 
agreed with Dr. Fanek’s views (or information) either. 
Therefore, it is more important and more useful for all of us to 
try to deal with an issue as sensitive as the Jordaman- 
Palestinian relationship in a fair and objective manner, which 
requires a more open and frank debate instead of monologues 
of criticism and slander, or even threats from any party against 
the other. 

One thing upon which both Dr. Kamhawi and Dr. Fanek 
agreed in their TV debate was that the Jordanian-Palcstinian 
relationship was always widely discussed in private, but never 
had its fair share of open, public debate — which, I believe, 
has contributed to it becoming such a sensitive subject, 
partially causing such unwarranted reactions as we have seen 
on CNN. 

Throughout the history of that relationship, which is both 
rich and long, there were and will always be Jordanians who 
fought and will fight for Palestine and the Palestinians, and 
who consider Palestine as their own home, being part of die 
trig Arab Nation, and they are as such “more Palestinian titan 
the Palestinians.” By the same token, there were and will 
always be Palestinians who are “more Jordanian than the 
Jordanians,” by virtue of their love for this country. I Eke to 
consider myself in the majority of people who share the same 
reasonable ideas and principles about the relationship. 

This majority believes that anybody, be he or she Jordanian 
or Palestinian, or of any other national or Teligjkras back- 
ground, who promotes or provokes discrimination and provin- 
cialism should be rejected and dismissed from our ranks. 
Extreme ideas and positions are not for us, for moderation and 
reasonableness have been the hallmark of this country and its 
citizens throughout its modem history and before- It is time 
therefore to initiate a serious and civilised debate on the 
matter at hand, since I think a big part of the problem stems 
from the subject being swept tinder the carpet for a very long 
time. A public and frank debate on Jordanian-Palestinian 
relations can only enhance and serve the national unity of our 
country's citizens. 

I would urge the Jordan Times itself to set a precedent by 
opening a constructive dialogue on this issue, if only to break 
the ice between the two rides and encourage other media 
outlets in Jordan to do the same. 

Mohammad Atiyeh, 
P.O. Box 620673, 
Amman 

Need for 
farsightedness 

To the Editor: 

“Who is a Jordanian anyway?" 

I believe Dr. Kamhawi's frustrated and bitter question 
deserves a simple answer rather than a lecture on gratitude. 

A Jordanian is the only Arab who has scars and wounds 
wtiere his Palestinian brother was beaten and who always feels 
amoka5n Pain bis ingenious twin-brother running 

AJordanian is the one who does not need to belittle or hurt 
- n olhers to know who he himself «. 

Hr 2°! a i ordanian is someone who wishes 

ur. Kamhawi whole-heartedly that before too kins he too will 

“5J *£ l” 1 ®" n ?* only . what he is, but also who be is. 
ahint tag ° nisls J n th,s M Passionate as pointless a debate 
what 1 wouW like to recommend 

ewes sep? ■ wor * " An e » e 

n °bvj ou 5that Jordanians and Palestinians are in 

need of far-sighted politicians and experts, not blind ones. 

Elinor Kaiser-MobanunJWh 
P.O. Box 546383, 

Abn Nusdr. 

rSdSrS 1 ? 1 Ietten and contributions from its 

fofnVhiSZ r,v!? l ubject th *y ***** to tackle. Letters intended 
f andnrlS^MJ shooW contain the writer* fuU name 

WelL - Names “ * withheld only 
d %L der s P eaal circumstances. Utters are 

125' 7 ? e "^Pzpct fc nor responsible for the 
return of unused manuscripts. 
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Mafraq expected to 
retain one incumbent 


(Condoned from pa p 1) 


to fare well in the elections 
Because of his acceptance by 
t members of all clans of the 
Bani Hassan tribe. 

And like Mr. Dughmi, Mr. 
Mashagbeh has a presence in 
the city of Mafraq and can 
expect support from its resi- 
dents who come from Bani 
Hassan. the West Bank and 
other clans in the area. 

The third Mashagbeh 
candidate, Suleiman Abu 
Odeileh, is also a strong con- 
tender in the race for similar 
reasons and because he is 
expected to share the 1,000 
Christian votes in the city 
with Mr. Dughmi, Dr. Abu 
Oleim and Mr. KhawaJdeh. 

Former deputy Abu Oleim 
has the support of the major- 
ity of his Oleimat clan whose 
votes are estimated at 3,000. 
He can also win votes in the 
city due to the good reputa- 
tion that he ana his father, 
the sheikh of the Oleimat, 
have built in Mafraq. 

Observers say that Dr. 
Abu Oleim, a former physi- 
cian in the army, who won 
2,839 votes in 1989, has kept 
their bridges open with the 
residents of Mafraq. offering 
help and providing services to 
this city on the highway to 
Irbid and Damascus. 

Mr. Akhu Rsheidch is 
challenged by another mem- 
ber of the Khaza'leh clan of 
the Bani Hassan tribe but 
most observers say he will 
win the majority of their 
4,000 registered voters. His 
challenger. Mrfleh A1 Kha- 
za'leh, “doefc not stand a 
chance." said a Mafraq 
lawyer who asked not to be 
named. 

Having trailed the third 
winner of the Mafraq par- 
liamentary seats in 1989 
(Nawwaf Khawaldeh) with 
only six votes. Mr. Akhu 

• Rsheideh is one of the 
strongest candidates in Maf- 
raq this time with the major- 
ity of his clan behind him. 

Like other favourite candr-,; 
dates in Mafraq. Mr. Akira** 
Rsheideh, a lawyer, has a 
strong base of support in the 
city and is expected to tap it 
on Nov. 8, when the 28,397 
voters in Mafraq who have 
collected their voting cards 
go to the polls. 

The only candidate of the 
‘Omoush clan whose 2,300 
registered voters have given 
him their unanimous support, 
Mr. Hosban will also have a 
strong performance on Mon- 
day. especially that he can 

• expea support from mem- 
bers of other clans. 

“The division among the 
Khawaldeh dan has practi- 
cally diminished all their 
chances to get any of their 
members eleaed," said a 
well-informed resident of 
Mafraq. 

The Khawaldeh clan, 
which has 3,700 registered 
voters, is fielding five candi- 
1 dates, including the former 
.deputy who won 2, 533 votes 
in the 1989 elections. 

With his dan divided and 
his support in the dty and 
among other clans weaker 
than other contenders, Mr. 
Khawaldeh is entering the 
race weaker than he was in 
1989. 

The failure of the clan to 
put its weight behind one 
candidate has also weakened 
the chances of the three 
candidates of the Shdeifat 
clan, including Islamic Ac- 
tion Front (IAF) candidate 
Mousa Shdeifat. 

Mr. Shdeifat is expeaed to 
get some of the votes of his 
clan but the IAF has a weak 
presence in this governors te 
of about 162.000 residents, 
said Dr. Khaled Abu Sum- 
maggeh, a physician who lost 
his bid for election in 1989. 

The IAF knows it cannot 
win in Mafraq but entered 
the race to establish a pre- 
sence in the govemorate, 
most observers agree. 

The political ideology of 
the IAF cannot overcome the 
tribal strength in this rural 
bedouin community where 
politics are overshadowed by 
immediate concerns about 
jobs, social development, 
health and education, the 
observers say. 

“Politics have very little 
influence in Mafraq." said 
Dr. Abu Summaggeh. Here, 
“people speak of services, 
unemployment and bread," 
said Dr. Abu Oleim; • 

The absence of political 
issues in the campaign is also 
noticeable among the 3.200 
registered voters of Jorda- 
nians of Palestinian origin re- 
siding in "Mafraq. 

Like other inhabitants of 
the dty. they are concerned 
with issues that pertain to 


their daily lives and needs, 
and the two Jordanian- 
Palestinian candidates who 
are vying for their support 
are not campaigning - with 
political platforms. 

“Politics will not be an 
issue (for the Jordanian 
Palestinian voters). The con- 
cerns are similar among all 
residents of the dty." said 
Mahmoud A1 Rayyan, a 
Jordanian of Palestinian ori- 
gin who is a physidan practis- 
ing here. 'His views are 
shared by other observers 
and candidates in Mafraq. 
While Sleiman Abu 
. Gdheiri is not expeaed to do 
better in his bid for election 
than he did in 1989 when he 
scored 413 votes, his immedi- 
ate competitor, Raslan 
Ayyoub. is likely to win the 
majority of the Palestinian 
votes in Mafraq. 

A newcomer to Jordan and 
its political arena. Mr. 
Ayyoub, a businessman who 
returned from Kuwait recent- 
. ly. is expeaed to win the 
majority of the Palestinian 
vote because "the 
(Jordanian-PaJestinians), like ' 
Jordanian tribes, want to sup- 
port one of their own.” 

Mafraq candidates, howev- 
er, do not expea the Palesti- 
nian vote to go exclusively to 
candidates of Palestinian ori- 
gin. Both Mr. Dughmi and 
Dr. Abu Oleim expea sup- 
port from the community and 
observers say Mr. Akhu 
Rsheideh will also receive 
some of their votes. 

Though Mr. Ayyoub is ex- 
peaed to do well in the elec- 
toral race, he is not likely to 
become a deputy in the 12th 
Parliament. This is because 
his support is limited to the 
city in a district where candi- 
dates who can win the elec- 
tions have to appeal to the 
clans inhabiting the villages 
surrounding this city in the 
middle of Jordan's northern 
desert. 


Snippet* and tidbit * j?r 
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The 1993 elections campaign, 
serious as it appears, is not 
devoid of a light — some- 
times funny — 1 side. These 
are tidbits about news, 'views 
and comments about the 
campaign that will appear 
(hopefully) every day in this 
comer until it is all over on 
Nov. 8. Humour b intended 
m the column, in no way 
libel. 

THIRD DISTRICT Christian 
candidate Ibrahim Nuwair 
Naber got his support from a 
symbolic Jordanian personal- 
ity. Under the slogan “Yes .. 
to constructive work and de- 
velopment. no .... to useless 
banter and futile chatter,’* 
Abu Awad, a well-known 
television comedian who 
usually represents the typical 
East Jordanian personality, 
announced his endorsement 
of Mr. Naber. “Which is not 
exactly out of the ordinary 
because Mr. Naber is also the 
A1 Ahd Party's candidate in 
the district and that party is 
also the typical Jordanian* 
party,'* not so East Jordanian 
observer opined. 

BADER ABDUL Haq, a well- 
known columnist for A1 Ra’i. 
Arabic daily, yesterday 
announced his endorsement 
of three candidates in the 
Third Distria. Although Mr. 
Abdul Haq should be given 
credit for placing his weight' 
constructively in the elections 
race, it seems that he only 
contributed to further confus- 
ing the voters who were 
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already tossing the coin for 
any of the three choices. Mr. 
Abdul Haq urged that votes 
'be cast in favour of Taber 
Masri, Fakhri Kawar and 
Fans Nabulsi. To further add . 
to the confusion, a candidate 
in that distria, Mazin Nas- 
sau h Rayal, announced also 
yesterday that he was with- 
drawing from the race and 
urged his supporters to vote 
for Mr.. Masn, Mr. Nabulsi 
ancLMr.AIi.Abu Ragheb. But 
while Mr. Abdul Haq pub- 


lished the names of the candi- 
dates he wants supported, 
Mr. Rayal only published 
'their photos and his name. 
Maybe he didn't actually 
: rhean to announce his with- 
drawal from tiie race. 

DR. AWADH Khkffat, who 
is a frontrunner in the elec- 
tions for the Maan Distria, 
gave up on publishing 
appeals to his voters this late 
.Hi the election race ' and 
adopted a more pragmatic 


attitude to the whole affair. 
“Buses shuttling voters to 
Maan to vote for Dr. Awadh 
Khleifat will leave Amman 
between 6:00 and 7:30 a.m.” 
The buses will also leave 
from Zarqa- and 'Mafraq. No 
mention was made, however, 
of when or how they will 
come back ... if ever they 
want to face the reality of 
Amman or Zerka again. 

THIRD DISTRICT candidate 
Jaafar Abdul Hadi deserves a 


mention for getting the right 
idea, if not the right suppor- 
ters, for becoming a serious 
contender for the coveted 
Parliament seat. Under the 
headline “The reasons why I 
am running and my ability to 
contest,” Mr. Abdul Hadi 
says: "l don't live in an ivory 
tower and I do not have 
maids, a private driver or a 
personal guard.. I donot con- 
tract foreign companies to 
dean my home and office and 
I do not import my -house 
furniture from Europe I 
do not rent an airplane to 
spend a weekend abroad ... 
and, more importantly, I am 
not a member of a party that 
would spend its money on me 
nor media contacts to polish 
my image..." Therefore, I am 
running for the race because I 
am just like you, I feel and 
suffer what you feel and suf- 
fer.*’ That is true, but as one 
political pundit put it, “we 
vote for those who are better 
than us in the hope that we 
can, one day, become like 
them.”' . 

WHILE JORDAN Televi- 
sion and Radio Corpora- 
tion has showed little en- 
thusiasm for the intrica- 
cies of the Nov. 8 elec- 
tions, journalists have 
poured in from the rest of 
the world as if to show just 
how disinterested our offi- 
cial media are in the whole 


campaign. Among the 
many guest journalists in 
town is a BBC Arabic 
service team headed by 
the editor of current 
affairs in the department, 
Sami Haddad. The news is 
that Mr. Haddad, who 
heads a three-member 
team, is preparing for live- 
link Tuesday morning be- 
tween the BBC Arabic 
service and Jordan Radio 
during which they will 
broadcast the results of 
the elections and host a 
number of academics and 
analysts wbo will venture 
to slice into the results and 
tell the rest of the 
radio's listeners what they 
indicate. Jordanians, no 
doubt, will thank Mr. 
Haddad and his team for 
giving Radio Jordan the 
opportunity to air edu- 
cated analysis on its 
waves, and at the same 
time save the national sta- 
tion’s directors from get- 
ting flak for the contents 
of the programme. “That 
was the BBC, we had no- 
thing to do with it,” is all 
they need to say when 
senior Information Minis- 
try officials come calling. 
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Jerash incumbents fight hard 


(Continued from page 1) 

8 wiU exceed lot 

of people* here^have picked 
up their voting cards but will 
not vote on polling day,” said 
Naim Rawashdeh, • a local 
political observer. 

Like in some other districts 
in Jordan, a consensus on 
who will win the race for the 
two Muslim seats allocated to 
Jerash is difficult to find. 
Depending on what quarter 
of town yon are in or what 
village for that matter, peo- 
ple will predia that one of 
the two former deputies — 
Issa Rimoni from the town of 
Rimon or Hussein Mjalli 
from the town of Kitta Will 
fail in their reelection bid. 

But, with the uncertainties 
of the one-person, one-vote 
system, there are .no sure 
winners or losers. There is, 
however, clear dissatisfaction 
with the two former deputies 
who are both accused of not 
living up to their previous 
campaign promises. 

Mr. Rimoni; the mil- 
lionaire businessman who 
was the frontrunner in 1989 
with 3,480 voters, is consi- 
dered a big-time patron who 
employs some 600 Jerash na- 
tives in various businesses 
both in Jerash and Amman. 
In his election campaign he 
has been promising 400 more 
jobs for his constituents. 

Considered to be too com- 
placent politically, Mr. 
Rimoni is accused by many 
locals of being too apolitical 
to be in Parliament. "We 
want him to go in and do 
some shouting. We appreci- 
ate the job opportunities he 
has created, but we want the 
main Jerash road fixed; we 
Want more facilities and we 


feel he has not always fought 
hard enough for that,” said 
one; local restaurant .'owner 
who . cast one of his votes for 
Mr. Rimoni in the 1989 elec- 
. dons/ . 

Mr. Rimoni is from the 
town of Rimon, which has a 
population of some 3,000 
people; 1,000 of these are 
• registered voters and most 
are- expeaed to 'vote for 
Rirnont. His only rival in his 
hometown is his relative and 
the Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) candidate, Suleiman 
Saad Khalaf A1 Rimoni . 

Like in other parts of Jor- 
dan the IAF has fielded a 
candidate from the.same clan 
as the most prominent tribal 
or patron candidate to reduce 
his chances of winning. 

According to local obser : 
vers Suleiman Rimoni is ex- 
peaed to win voices of dis- 
content from several quar- 
ters; tribal, Palestinian and 
urban Jerash votes. Bur most 
observers do not predia. a 
victory for the IAF candi- 
date. The IAF itself says they 
do not necessarily expea a 
victory in Jerash but rather a 
defeat for the distria's pre- 
vious deputy — Issa Rimoni. 

Mr. Mjalli, the other for- 
mer deputy, who won the 
second Jerash seat in 1989 
with 2,787 votes, is also fight- 
ing hard to retain his seat. 
While Mr. Mjalli was very 
active in the last Parliament, 
being the diairman of its leg- 
al committee, not all natives 
Of Jerash believed he express- 
ed their particular concerns. 

Some quarters accuse the 
former president of the Bar 
Association of not being re- 
solute enough in pursuing 
corruption investigations of 
former officials. However, 


Mr. Mjalli did not give a vote - 
of confidence to a single gov- 
ernment during the four 
years he was in Parliament, a 

fact ^that appeals to many of 
the m qrtf-o piniondted among . 
his constituents. 

i ' ■ •. 

' Four major voting towns, . 
Burma, Suf. Sakcb and Kufre 
Khal, have their own dan " 
candidates. 

Three candidates, Hikmat . 
Zreigat, Suhail Kayed, - 
Ahmad TJtoum and Saleh * 
Hawamdeh, arc all natives of 
Souf running to win a max- 
imum of some 2,000 votes 
expeaed to be cast in tb<eir 
town. 

Mustapha Birmawi, a 
popular former Ministry of . 
Health offidal, is the only 
candidate .running from the . 
town, of Burma, where he is 
expected to win a maximum 
of 1,000 votes from consti- 
.tuents there. A Pan-Arabist, 
he is expeaed to win most of 
his votes from. urban resi- 
dents in Jerash for his efforts 
. on behalf o£. public health 
services/ ’ 

Fayez Asayria. a clan 
candidate from Sakeb. is also 
expected to get a maximum 
of 1,000. votes from his town- 
speople and only a few from 
elsewhere. 

.The town of Kufre Khal, 

. which is expected to cast 
some 1,000-1.500 votes, is 
expeaed to vote in favour of 
Mr. Mjalli and Suhail Al 
Kayed, one of the Souf-based 
candidates. 

If these voting predictions 
materialise, then Mr. Mjalli. 
is sure to win one of the' two 
Jerash parliamentary seats. 

The IAF candidate, Sulei- 
man Rimoni. will have to get 
his votes from Rimon and the 
' urban based voters of Jerash. 
The Souf camp will also give 
a few votes to the IAF candi- 


date, but, observers there 
tty, not more than 10-15 per 
cent. 

' . The camp, which has the 
vbtingstrength — 4,000 votes 
-<- to send onebf their ranks; 
. to Parliament is unlikely to 
do so. The camp has two 
candidates, one considered 
the “establishment” candi- 
date and one other liberal 
candidate. 

" The so-called establish- 
ment candidate, Riad Osman 
Daoud, is expeaed to get at 


least half the votes cast in the 
camp. A business-oriented 
independent, Mr. Daond is 
campaigning as a Jordanian 
of Palestinian origin. 

The liberal candidate. 
Kamal Azeh, on the other 
hand, is stressing social and 
economic issues - 

The other main population 
centre in the Jerash distria 
are the voters of the ‘Bani 
Hassan tribe. Spread .over 
different regions on the 
Jerash-Mafraq route, the 


Bani Hassan have two candi- 
dates and an expeaed 4,000 
votes. 

Mifleh Irheini is Bani Has-. 
San’s main candidate. Fellow 
tribesmen and candidate Nas- 
ser Harasheh, who unlike 
Mr. Ihreini, is said to be 
running without tribal lead- 
ers' consent; If tribal will 
prevails over 75 per cent of 
the Bani Hassan voters, Mr. 
Irheini have an excellent 
chance .of winning a Seat .■ 

With less than 48 hours 


before the votes are cast the 
people of Jerash wen expect- 
ing any two of the following 
candidates to win seats in the 
Lower House of Parliament. 
-Hussein MjaUi^Issa Rimoni, 
, Mustapha Birmawi, Mifleh 
Irheini, Suhail Kayed, Sulei- 
man Saad AI Rimoni and 
Hikmat Zreigat. 

But it will be the urbanites 
of Jerash with some 12,000 
votes who will give the neces- 
sary. votes to the winners'and 
decide the deletion results. 
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African leaders sign 
common market pact 


KAMPALA (AFP1 — Leaders 
of 15 eastern and southern 
African countries have signed 
a treaty here to establish a 
common market by the year 
20UU after hours of bargaining. 

But Zimbabwe President 
Robert Mugabe refused to 
sign, saying the relationship 
between the Common Market 
for East and Southern Africa 
( COMESA) and the Southern 
African Development and 
Coordinating Conference 
(SADEC) had nbt been clar- 
ified. 

His objection disrupted the 
summit Friday of the IK-mem- 
ber preferential trade area 
(PTA). a regional free trade 
organisation now disbanded 
and reformed as COMESA. 

But the other leaders de- 
cided to go ahead anyway and 
Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni said experts were 
studying the relationship be- 
tween the two organisations. 

South Africa, which has 
been asked to join COMESA 
after multiracial elections plan- 
ned next year, sent observers 


to the summit, attended by 10 
heads of state and senior offi- 
cials from another six nations. 

COMESA Secretary-Gener- 
al Bingu Mutharika. told the 
summit that the decision to 
establish a common market 
would help member countries 
“achieve balanced growth a no 
development.'* 

The treaty listed COM- 
ESA's aims as helping national 
economies overcome structural 
economic weaknesses such as a 
slow rate of capital accumula- 
tion. insufficient industrial de- 
velopment and underdevelop- 
ment in agriculture, transport 
and communications. 

Mr. Mutharika said COM- 
ESA would try new strategies 
to boost regional trade and 
solve economic problems. 

He said 1 1 years* experience 
with the PTA* had shown that 
countries in the region could 
not produce adequate goods 
that could be traded in the 
international market at com- 
petitive prices. 

COMESA, he added, will 
encourage private enterprise to 


operate in a competitive en- 
vironment to produce high 
quality goods. 

He urged member countries 
to abandon reliance on exports 
of primary agricultural pro- 
ducts and instead to transform 
them into finished goods. 

This is the only way to mini- 
mise external economic des- 
tabilisation resulting from the 
decline and fluctuations in 
prices of primary commodity 
exports to industrialised coun- 
tries. ** Mr. Mutharika said. 

COMESA brings together a 
population of 27t) million peo- 
ple. nearly half of Africa’s 
population, with a gross 
national product of about $250 
billion a year. 

Eritrea. Seychelles and 
Madagascar, which, were not 
PTA members, have joined 
COMESA. The other mem- 
bers are Angola. Burundi. 
Comoros. Djibouti. Ethiopia. 
Kenya. Lesotho. Malawi. 
Mauritius. Mozambique. 
Rwanda. Somalia. Sudan. 
Swaziland. Tanzania, Uganda. 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. 


Russian privatisation 
vouchers hit record high 


MOSCOW (R) — Privatisa- 
tion vouchers, the seeds for a 
Russian securities market, hit a 
record high on the Moscow 
and St. Petersburg exchanges 
Friday in what dealers said was 
a sign of market confidence in 
President Boris Yeltsin. 

The price of the voucher, 
distributed to the people last 
year to be used in Russia's 
privatisation programme, dou- 
bled to 24.000 roubles ($20.4) 
from 12,000 ($10.2) last week. 

Dealers said the immediate 
factor behind the jump was a 
share offer in the northern 
Russian oil giant Yugansknef- 
tegaz which is auctioning 12 
per cent of its shares to the 
public. 

“Lots of big buyers have 
appeared on the market, most- ' 
!y intermediaries buying for 
other enterprises." said Stanis-- 
lav Grankin, chief analyst at • 
'Russian' ; I kv tSHmenr Fund 
LLD. 

Yuganskneftegaz is the first, 
major sale in a series of oil- 
related privatisations. Dealers 
said at least l ,000 firms were to 
be privatised at auctions. 

They noted that commercial 
banks were picking up 


vouchers to speculate on the 
market and foreign investors 
were also showing an interest 
in the auctions. 

The voucher, with a face 
valu of 10,000 roubles ($8.5), 
was trading at only 7,000 rou- 
bles ($6) four months ago. But 
market confidence was 
boosted in October when Mr. 
Yeltsin crushed his hardline 
opponents in parliament. 

The dissolved Soviet-era 
parliament had tried to block 
privatisations which were a 
major plank of government re- 
forms aimed at transforming 
Russia's post-communist eco- 
nomy. 

‘•After the parliament was 
dissolved, the main bearish 
factor on the market just dis-. 
appeared," said Igor Ilyinikh, 
a senior official at Moscow’s 
.Central Universal Exchange. 

The market has also been 
encouraged by' a -steady rouble 
exchange rate against the dol- 
lar. Due to tight central bank 
policies the dollar gained only 
two per cent against the rouble 
in October, against monthly 
inflation of over 20 per cent. 

And with a 30 per cent rise 
last month, the increase in 


voucher prices exceeded infla- 
tion for the first time ever. 

Bankers said the enthusiasm 
for vouchers was a taste of 
things to come in Russia's 
emerging securities markets. 

Despite tiny volumes, banks 
and corporates have started 
trading treasury bills and gold- 
backed certificates which were 
introduced by the government 
■earlier this year. 

Vouchers were given free to 
14<) million Russians in 1992 to 
be used to buy shares in some 
10.000 medium-to-large firms 
slated for sale, about half of 
Russia's industrial capital. 

“There are many firms to be 
privatised soon. The govern- 
ment is expected to announce 
details of more sell-offs on 
Nov. 18 and that's one of the 
reasons for high demand," said 
Mr.. Grankin. 

Demand has been rising 
slowly but surely since August 
when the government au- 
ctioned several smaller oil firms 
hotels and factories in Moscow 
and St. Petersburg. Mr. Yelt- 
sin ordered all state .firms to 
auction a minimum 29 per cent 
stake to the public. 


UAE to expand co mm unications sector 


British cabinet spends 
£15m a year on booze 

LONDON (R) — Newspapers dubbed the British government a 
"drinks cabinet” Saturday after an opposition politician said 
ministers had spent a record £15.6 million (525 million) on 
entertainment last year. 

Labour member of parliament tony Banks compiled figures 
which showed the cabinet entertainment budget last year was 
some £4 million (56 million) higher than the previous record of 
£11.5 million ($17 million) two years ago. 

“While the government is busy cutting people's benefits and 
slashing other areas of government spending, they are now- 
revealed os a bunch of total hypocrites." Mr. Banks said, seizing 
on Prime Minister John Major's spending cuts. 

“Everybody else is being made worse off while they are 
increasing their own entertaining allowance .'* Mr. Banks' said. 

The Sun's front-page headline was "Major's £15 million drinks 
cabinet — scandal of soaring booze bill" while the Daily Mirror's 
was “Major's drinks cabinet blows £15 million a year on booze." 

Conservative Party sources said the entertainment bill had been 
affected by Britain's six-month presidency of the European 
Community last year. 


German unemployment 
climbs to 2.45 million 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
has approved more than $400 
million to expand its com- 
munications sector to meet a 
surge in demand. A1 Ittihad 
said Saturday. 

A project to build a marine 
cable link with Iran. Kuwait 
and Bahrain will be completed 
by 1995 and there are plans icr 
boost the telephone and tele- 
graphic network. Ali A1 Oweis" 
of the telecommunication com- 
pany Etisaiat told the paper. 


Around 240 million dirhams 
($65 J million) have been allocated 
for four new telephone 
networks and 1.3 billion 
dirhams ($354 million) for 
other development projects 
over the next two years. 
Sheikh Oweis said. 

“1994 will also see the intro- 
duction of the advanced inter- 
national mobile telephone sys- 
tem GSM with a capacity of 
60.000 lines while 135.000 pa- 
gers will be added." said 
Sheikh Oweis. whose company 


runs more than (500.000 tele- 
phone and telegraphic lines in 
the UAE. 

Etisaiat officials said the ex- 
pansions were prompted by a 
sharp increase in demand due 
to a business upswing in the 
region. 

Owned 60 per cent by the. 
government. Etisaiat had 
monopolised communications 
services in the emirates until it 
allowed the private sector to 
join in last year. 


BONN (R) — German unem- 
ployment rose sharply to re- 
cord levels in October, the 
Federal Labour Office said Fri- 
day, and economists said many 
more jobs would be lost before 
the economy recovered. 

The Labour Office said west 
German seasonably adjusted 
joblessness rose by nearly 

60.000 to 2.45 million — the 
highest October figure in the 
federal republic's history and 
the highest for any month since 
German unification in 1990. 

The unemployment rate, 
based on unadjusted figures, 
rose to 7.6 per cent from 7.4 
per cent in September. 

East German unadjusted un- 
employment rose by a more 
modest 6,000 to 1.17 million, a 
jobless rate of 15.3 per cent. 

Economists had expected a 
rise of around 35,000 in west 
German unemployment. 

“It was a lot bigger than we 
had expected," said Werner 
Verbockett of Commerzbank 
in Frankfurt. 

Another economist said the 
rise in west Germany was 
probably due to many lay-offs 
taking effect at the end of the 
third quarter. 

“It's a quarterly effect. 
Many of those given notice 
during the third quarter did not 
show up in the .figures until 
now," he said. 

The Nuremberg-based 
Labour Office also reported 
that the number of short-time 
workers in west Germany rose 
to 660,000 in October from 

590.000 in September. 

Economists said they ex- 
pected the ranks of the unem- 
ployed to swell by a total of 
about half a million this year. 

An expected slight recovery 
n economic growth should 
slow the rate of increase next 
year, with about 200,000 peo- 
. pie losing their jobs, but few 
economists see unemployment 
starting to fall until 1995. 

• Unemployment is a so-called 
lagging indicator, which con- 
tinues rising for some time 
after recession has ended. 

Economics Minister Guen- 
' ter Rexrodt has said total Ger- 
man unemployment will con- 
tinue to rise to more than four 
million at the beginning of next' 
year. „ 


Economists said the figures, 
although bad for Ge'rman 
workers, did not indicate that 
the economy was about to turn 
down again from its current 
stagnation. 

With industrial production 
stabilising, the rise in the job- 
less figures meant a reduction 
in unit wage costs for German 
industry and a resultant in- 
crease in productivity. 

In a related report’ Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl and opposi- 
tion leader Rudolf Scharping 
agreed Friday that German 
working practices shuld be 
made more flexible to help 
curb soaring unemployment 
and reduce industry costs. 

But the centre-right coali- 
tion and the Social Democrtic 
(SPD) opposition remained at 
odds over the extent to which 
people who work shorter hours 
should have their pay cut. 

The debate over working 
practices is part of a current 
bout of soul-searching in Ger- 
many over how to restore the 
country’s flagging international 
competitiveness. It has also 
been fuelled by a surge in 
unemployment. 

fn an economic debate in the 
Bundesrat, the upper house of 
parliament, Mr. Kohl avoided 
going into details on working 
practices, which are generally 
agreed to be too rigid and 
inflexible in Genjwriy. 

“We must pay - more atten- 
tion to the costs of work." he 
said. "We need more flexibility 
in the organisation of working 
times. Only in this way can we 
make better use of expensive 
machinery and create jobs for 
more people." 

Mr. Redrodr, who rhis week 
floated the idea of giving work- 
ers three months' unpaid 
annual leave, said he could 
envisage a future in which Ger- 
mans decided how long they 
would work and were paid 
accordingly. 

“I believe the labour market 
of the future will be a very 
different labour market... 
where people decide whether 
they want to work 30 or 40 or 
50 hours (per week)," Mr. 
Rexrodt said. 

SPD leader Scharping called 
fore a “mrre just and more 
intelligent" distribution of 
work. 


Delors bids to create 20m 
new EC Jobs by year 2000 


BRUSSELS (R) — EC Com- 
mission President Jacques De- 
fers. seeking a "new deal" that 
will cut the” Community's job- 
less queues in half, has drawn 
up a plan to create 20 million 
jobs by the end of this century. 

With EC leaders increasing- 
ly worried about the havoc 
unemployment could wreak 
and whether the Community 
can compete with the United 
States and Japan, the blueprint 
is an attempt to tackle the 
problem without destroying 
the social nerwork. 

A. summary of Mr. Defers* 
draft plan was obtained by 
Reuters Friday. It recom- 
mends a massive increase in 
spending on transport, energy 
and telecommunications and 
greater efforts in new areas of 
growth such as biotechnology. 

The report suggests cuts in 
working hours, job-sharing 
schemes, greater wage flexibil- 
ity. more training and an ener- 
gy and pollution tax to com- 
pensate for reduced social 
spending. 

"Europe needs a new soli- 
darity between those with 
work and those without," the 
draft summary said. Mr. De- 
lors will formally present his 
completed plan to change the 
12-nation Community's flag- 
ging economic fortunes at a 
summit in December. 

The European Commission 


wanted to create enough jobs 
to cut the unemployment rate 
to five per cent of the work- 
force by the year 2000, mean- 
ing that 20 million now jobs 
would have to be found, the 
draft says. 

"This will require a com- 
bination of a stable macro- 
economic framework enabling 
sustainable high rates of 
growth and a substantial re- 
form of the labour market... 
and... a wider sharing of jobs 
and incomes," it says. 

EC governments are in- 
creasingly worried that unem- 
ployment — currently at a re- 
cord 10.4 per cent of the work- 
force — is draining cash and 
tearing holes in the fabric of 
society by contributing to in- 
creased crime and popular dis- 
content. 

The Community jobless fi- 
gure is expected to rise to 12 
per cent next year, or 20 mil- 
lion people. 

To create the extra jobs, the 
Delors draft says the Commun- 
ity's economy will need an 
annua! growth rate of three per 
cent from 1995 and that invest- 
ment levels would have to re- 
turn to the record level of the 
1960s. 

Next year, however, the 
Community's economy is fore- 
cast to grow by just over one 
per cent. 


Mr Delors has , proposed 
spending more than 500 bfl- 
lion European Currency Units 
(S5o5 billion) until the eos) of 
the century on transport* eper- 
gy and telecommunicate os 
network projects. Th e fua ding ■ 
would come mainly froth the 
private sector, although some 
cash would also have to come 
from state coffers. 

The draft also says the bar- 
rier-free internal market for 
the EC's 345 million citizens 
had to be made more effective. 

Mr. Delors, a French Social- 
ist, has complained in the past 
that member states did not 
seem willing to put up the-cash 
required to solve the Commun- 
ity’s economic problems. 

His proposals are likely- to 
get a mixed reception from 
member states. While govern- 
ments recognise they must act 
soon to tackle the problems, 
they are not inclined to in- 
crease spending much when 
times are tough. 

Britain in particular has 
argued that only increased 
competitiveness — not more, 
public spending — will enable 
the EC to keep pace with 
Japan and the United .States. 

But Mr. Delors’s plan re- 
jects any suggestion rhat the 
European model of extensive 
social and welfare support for 
its citizens should be ditched. 


Manila says 
tax case 
against 
tycoon should 
scare all 

MANILA (R) — Government 
revenue collectors are pursuing 
a tax evasion case against 
tobacco tycoon Ludo Tan in 
order to sow fear among Filipi- 
nos who cheat on their taxes, 
the internal revenue chief has 
said. 

"That's why we are trying to 
set examples... it is only when 
you have sown fear in the 
minds and" hearts of -people 
that -you can really see com- 
pliance going up," Commis- 
sioner Liwayway Chato said in 
an interview with the Sunday 
Chronicle newspaper. 

She said the case filed 
against Mr. Tan, a Filipino- 
Chinese, was the first of sever- 
al which the government plan- 
ned to file against big business- 
men. She did not name the 
others. 

“This is just to send a signal 
that no matter how big or small 
you are, if you are not com- 
plying with tax laws and have 
in fact committed fraud, you 
must be made answerable to 
the violation," Ms. Chato said. 

The revenue bureau has ac- 
cused Mr. Tan's flagship For- 
tune Tobacco Co. of not 
paying 7.6 billion pesos ($262 
million) in taxes in 1992. 

Mr. Tan has denied the 
charges and is seeking dismis- 
sal of the case on grounds it is 
discriminatory. 


Peanuts 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



‘For a change of pace hug me with your 
lips and kiss me with your arm?"' 




UHV DO Ytou HAVE 
ro WEAR THAT 


So PEOPLE 
WILL GET 



mi 


Kiipitf 

ewe f 



! THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| ^ by Henri Arnold and Mike Arglrton 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


PLI 

ME 



□ 

□ 


□ 


NENAH i 


mmmm 

□ 

□ 


NAIVED 


m~ 




DRAWZ1 


□ 

□ 


/■» 


o ' 1 W- 


ri 


r&n 

WHAT YOU MIGHT 
CALL HAVIN& 
17JNNER WITH 
THE BABY. 




n 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday’s 


Jumbles'. GAUZE 
Answer. 


FRANC 


(Answers tomorrow) 
IMPACT HARDLY 


How the firemen reacted to the Blaze — 
WITH ALARM 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY NOVEMBER 7, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson , Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: An 
unimportant day when getting 
rid of all that myriad of accumu- 
lated debris — odds and ends, is 
the order of the day. Get the 
laundry done, your wardrobe in 
shape, your living quarters in 
shape and your health improved. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Keep away from some fixed 
material problem which is diffi- 
cult to solve and instead spend 
your time going after an unusual 
desire that you have. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
A determined associate can 
cause you all sorts of early morn- 
ing problems so get those .voca- 
tional activities awaiting your 
attention, do them wdl. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Think about what you can do to 
get into some new activities and 
don't let a continuing annoying 
work matter preoccupy your 
dose attention. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Consider well how you 
can perform promises made and 
.don’t allow your desire for enter- 
tainment and amusement to take 
you away from duties. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Think over the various outside 
associates who can be beneficial 
to your joint interests and sides- 
tep a confrontation with an out- 
side compiainer. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Put attention upon im- 
proving the quality of your tasks 
by new methods and inventions 


and steer dear of a companion 
who cries on your shoulder. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Find some new ways to 
bring out your charm at the 
beauty salon or beauty shop of 
vour choice and then make 
arrangements for a good time out 
tonight. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Keep plugging 
away at maintaining poise and 
building up a rtew accord at yoor 
residence even though it is not 
easy to do so today or tonight 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You have all 
i: s<5rts of contacts and communica- 
tions you wish to maintain ' and 
advance with others but be sum 
you are aware of just what their 
needs arc. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 2)) Now you can have a 
day to investigate and find out 
just where you are heading in a 
material way and to get rid of 
what is standing in the way of 
increasing assets. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
.February 19) You can look in- 
ward .now to see how far you 
have been able to express those 
very original qualities and talents 
which you are richly possessed 
with. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You don't knew just what 
you can do to improve and make 
headway towards your cherished 
longings until you take some 
definite action to secure them. 



THE Daily Crossword by Wilson McBeadi 


ACROSS 
i Thaw 
5 TV program 
10 Breakfast disti 

14 Met vine work 

15 Dispatch boat 

16 HamMetonian 
gait 

17 NC tourist 
attraction 

19 Robust 

20 Seasons 

21 a metopes 

23 Cape — . Mass. 

26 Vclory sign 

27 Revise . 

26 Tolerates 

30 Divides, in a way 

33 Tablelands 

34 Root vegetables 

35 Tna Altar 

36 Marine birds 

37 Brrtlsft money 
36 AgildlPd stan 

39 Fish eggs 

40 Viotem gust 

41 Dinkins or Daley 
« 2 I ride II rate area 

44 Chinese temple 

45 Endor naitve 

46 uquid me as. 

47 Knot m fiber 
4B — rung 

SO Mountain nest 

52 Italian town 

53 VA tourist 
attraction 

58 Surfer* goal 

59 Celebes oxen 

60 Retreat 
6t Goals 

62 — purl i tithe) 

63 Raced 

DOWN 

1 Low m tna tea 

2 FHghfloss bird 

3 Fate 

4 On one's — 

5 Sets 
aside 

6 Egg shaped 

7 Rackets 

8 Invite 
•■9CA tourist' 

attraction 
10 Fuel gas 


n 

■ < 

m 

■ 

fill 

■ 1 


n 

HI 

■ 

m 

■i 


ai 

bi 


m i 

3f 
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J* 




N 



I 

U 



u 



*6 


m 

a 



il 




M 




II 
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•» IWunaa 

It AZ tounst 

attraction 

12 Brick o> bug 

13 Canonized 
oiws ,iot)r 

>6 Harangues 

22 Minus 

23 Judge's olfica 

24 Mens ol Mms 

25 FL tourist 
attraction 

27 Upright 

29 Some lawyers 
afibr. 

30 Past or present 

31 Vacuum tuoo 

32 Petty ruler 
34 Strand 

37 Part ot a lablo 
MRirm 

38 Droop 

40 Some 
sandwiches 
obor 

41 tod found m 

apples 

43Cuim orates. 


Yesterday's Ptnzk Solved: 


nnnn nnnran nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nonon nnnn 
aonnnnin mnnnnn 
cti n o n n n m n n 0 . q n 
nnnmui nnnnn 
onnniacTi nnnn nnn 
nnnn nrnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnonon nnnnrtnn 
nnnn nnnnrn nnnn 
nnnn Pinnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnrann nnnn 


44 Pasta 5 domain 5 1 Conger* 

46 Bnbo 54 Stng* 

48 stable occupant 55 Dnrik Ukeadog 

49 LAfi — Ot bricks 56 Prevaricate . 

50 Shortly S7 GA fort 1 
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conomy 


China expects boom 
in advertising sales 

Slate Administnition a ^ ven,a, W department under the 

s? 

year, ana is growing at an annua! rate of 60 per cent 

-^ss^r^a. 
EE. - f SS 3 Sl , “ •'W- 

w Mr u tester Wh “ Sh0 '- n OT * Wi5 

U 1 government eventually plans to cut funding 

in to^SJ 151118 a ? en 1 c,es ' which dominate the industry! 

in order to weed out the less professional ones. Y 

«V?“ nlJcr . ”?**" advertising companies have entered 
- hC mid 'J 980s h A » ^ « on the 
S25£ C ? rowth * onl y 10 discover that many 

lising^ compan,es are reactant to spend money on adver- 

rw* ‘ Vn»n? S 5 £*£**' “iS Gaf y B “«ndt, president of 
d ?“ S™;* *? e 53,(1 his agency’s diems in 
Shanghai-based vitamin and chocolate makers, 
aS A ¥C ”i. as ^ 0re fg n *^-l lines * joint ventures* 

^uiOTher barrier to growth is the government’s strict limit on 
tte amount ofnewspaper space and television tune that can be 
devoted to advertising. 

‘‘ 1 J ere needs to be more advertising time made available,” 
Mr. Burundi said. He said that inevitably will happen as China 
develops a market economy. 
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ccnmws mk 


» rlNANCXAL MAMOCT 

k im varan noun - skheismu I 

rsupmac: moitd / ctUTO I 

«M MICE UST FOf SATDM3AT M/1 1/19*3 


Tuots ran. onaiiK closimo 
YUUBR CLOBIK I 4 UCE .PIUCS 
jd nua 



MM UW 

MOM mTXOmU. MKX 
Cairo Moom nun 
tuoouc cast uncrcmn imr. 
lKwsmiM, Dcvsunaarr un 

me HODS IRC n« - 

JOMDNI MNt UK 

AMB JaBDAA nVBSWBBT BAM 

jokdm isuaac bamk 

BOS2MC&S BANK 

UQUMU IHVzsTHBIfT • KMM BAM 
urr tuoa bawUWhw ict—t rm bocwg 
AMHAD bam m imrr Bnm rr , 

rnlLAOELMRA il W M T MBB T BABB. 

■KWDM IHSSMBCS 

JOABAH n W H M I MIHU WCi' — - . 

iMwm lumuutei a bsihrbuukk— 

JOHM coir XMSOMBM 
AL'Kioi Ab-ABMi nunuct 
JCBVMUIUM BLBCXKC MMX 
JOBOAB HOTR. I TOOHIM 
TXB1D DISTRICT KUCTMCXTT 
MUCUS O MIBB RUHIiai 
arjla imuu;iaBBL mnu 
JCKMS Toaxisx £ m ookflec 
hahomml raarmuo anaiv m 
tui tuvt immn 

JORUM 3MTBWIATI0KAL TXADIHO C M I W 
HACHIBARV BQ01P. MIIIIU A MAIHmOUICB 
lAITO H2BOLX BAST E CWBtOPOBg BCmtU 
amb urn*, rax nvuwiir t immmibi 
tw jordav Cxxprr ncicaiK 
UOUM mOSMAtB Kim 

jowuib jEOteunx nnntr V_ 
me iNUisntlAL cohmebczal a Afixicucramu. 

THE JOHMN HOXRCB XZUB 

ARAB MMMACBQTXCAL WWWACT0RIK6 

JORDAN CERAMIC WUnXIB 

THE MMBAN PINI MAMIMCIDAZNC 

SPintmc a MZAViao 

JORDAN HAH IW XU tX UCE 

BAA Ab DUMA MMMWMINT A IFVKHTHEKT 

ARAB XMimnt B UBM1IBK MXDK 

**»« uiKini immn 

JORDAN NEBIOU. C OAf ON A TIOW 

NATIONAL ITK INBUJIRI I 

LMTCAMVIATt rCnm-MBHCAL ii ro qy ia m 

JMBAN MQPOOL URMBTBIM 

UNIMMAL CmdCN. muSTCin 

JORDAN IMinlU x hm/jimb 

JOMMM man CONCREXK 1 Ha i l » T «T ■ 

NATIONAL CABU A MISS WAB U TACT U B1B6 


ARAB CtNTm TON FKKhH. a CWDftCALa 
JCH3M r.UUMT 00. NR ABU. A POOD MOO. 
KAVtWA I W I I M W 
IKIVW5AL NODBBR IMOBTAIM 


107.190 

11.1U 
1,633,460 
9. M3 
30, 4M 
30,176 
33.437 

3, BSD 
B. 317 
4.300 
3,360 
1.088 

44.007 
6,191 
3.900 
6.14B 
333 
IBB 
3,400 
161. 6B4 
6,003 
510 
3.970 

4, MS 
6,418 
6,703 
3.303 
7,946 

330 
13.636 
14,793 
140,137 
609 
11,399 
3,100 
1,338 
116,341 
5.3*3 
3.970 
1,311 
14,169 
9,193 
3TI 
96.945 
3. 511 
3.733 
16,137 
10,003 
11.103 
61.111 
3.BS0 
6. US 
13. Ml 
11.014 
1B.117 
6,021 
13.393 
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Financial Jordan Times 

mm f in Cfrotwration with 

Markets Amman Bank 

U.S, DoUar In IntcrmtioMl Maduo 



Sttrftnp Pound 
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iaraptna ■* >«• « »■ 
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New Yonfc New yoife 
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1 . 4 t 40 
l.*94S 
>.J965 
5.iS75 
IQS.gS 
I . 1530 


I.4&C0 
1.6455 
f .5075 
5.9070 
IQS. IS 
1.1347 

b: 5/H/7993 


1 Min ■> Mlhi» O Minn 
t J>. Uot hir 3 .i ?3 5.37 3.-?3 

Smiths Powid 5.75 5 . 5 J 5.50 

DrtUvcbf Mark ; £ m $Q fi.ZS 6.04 _ 

Smi>* Fran- ' 4.37 4 - 57 _ 

1 froth hraw c .31 _ 

JofMnrMT Im C.45 _ 7.37_ - - 18 - . 

Fwoprao Cnm nr> 1 'nH 7,^5 7 . 0 e | 6 .S 7 _ 

•*» — — - r i .9 ia*i~ i 

CUM) iMh «f IwtaR ■xcHxnyo ««* »«n«*n 


lamix* 

TXTjoSm 1 
Mhr P »»md 

t)r«<brW Mori, 
SoKa friW 
IhOKh Imha- 
Jotuanr Iffl 
lialrti UpiWrr 
hnuu 
jttW I 4 n> 
I M lfrn froiK- 
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0.7000 
1.0545 
0,4 735 
C.4o ? 5 

JJ1» _ 

t\eJ 54 

*a*»" 

0.0425 


: 6/11/7993 
OITrr 
0.7070 
7.0417 
0.4744 
0.4698 
fl.7794 
0.6486 
0.5698 


0.0427 
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Oman sees $ 2.3 billion deficit 
in 1991-95 development plan 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Gulf state of Oman expects a 
deficit of more than S2 billion 
in its 1991-95 development 
plan but it will be fully fi- 
nanced locally, an Omani offi- 
cial was quoted as saying. 

_ The deficit, which has per- 
sisted for eight years, was pro- 
jected at 879 million Omani 
riyals (S2.2S5 billion) while ex- 
penditure was revised up to 
round S26.7 billion from $24.5 
billion, said Hamud Ibn Hilal 
Ai Habsi. finance and eco- 
nomy ministry undersecretary. 

It will be covered through 
issuing bonds worth 429 mil- 
lion riyals (SI. 15 billion) and 
withdrawal of 450 million riyals 
($1.17 billion) from the state 
reserve fund, he told the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates daily A! 

Ittihad. 

“Foreign debt will remain as 
it was at the start of the de- 


velopment plan. So net foreign 
debt during the plan will be 
zero.” he said. “But the actual 
deficit will be known at the end 
of the plan.” 

The actual 1991 and 1992 
budget deficits stood at $21 
million and 5790 million re- 
spectively while the shortfall 
was projected at $1.14 billion 
in 1993. The deficit was caused 
by a decline in oil prices and 
higher expenditure on de- 
velopment projects. 

The 1991-1995 development 
plan is Oman's fourth since it 
stmek oil in early 1970s. The 
plans are mainly financed from 
oil expons, which stood at 
750,000 barrels per day in 1992 
and fetched nearly $3.5 billion. 

Officials said the plans had 
achieved their objectives in 
hastening economic growth 
and lessening reliance on oil as 
an unstable and depletable 


Sudan clamps down 
on black market money 


WE’RE TRYING TO OFFER THE BEST 


* Energy-saving lamps 

* GLS lamps 25-200 W 

* Candle lamps 

* Low voltage halogen lamps 

* Decorative lamps 
<t Special lamps 

* Discharge lamps 
☆ Spot lamps 

* Fluorescent lamps and starters. 

Also available in Safeway 

. Mlnwer Electrical 
Tel.: 613746/613622 
Fax.: 643746 



source of income. .The focus 
was on the mining, farming 
and industrial sectors. 

From around 31 per cent in 
1970, the sharee of the non-oil 
sectors in the gross domestic 
product rose to 41 per cent at 
the stan of the first develop- 
ment plan in 1976,. to 53.4 per 
cent at the end of the second 
development plan in 1985 and 
56 per cent at the end of the 
third plan in 1990. 

“This shows the success of 
those plans in diversifying 
sources of income,” Mr. Habst- 
said. “The fourth plan is mov- 
ing in the seame direction and 
the non-oil sector's share in the 
GDP is expected to reach 58 
per cent at the end of the 
plan.” 

Banks meet deadline 

Meanwhile, Omani banks 
have met an official deadline to 
raise their capital to meet ade- 
quacy standards set by the 
Bank of International Settle- 
ment (BIS), Omani officials 
said Saturday. 

The central bank fixed Oct. 
31 as the deadline fore the 10 
national banks to boost their 
capital to at least 10 million 
Omani riyals ($26 million) and 
for the 12 foreign units to 
increase it to more than $7.8 
million. 

“All the banks have com- 
plied with the decision and 
boosted their capital. Their 
adequacy now is higher than 
the BIS level," said Mansur Ai 
Zakwani, head of banking 
■affairs at the Omani Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry. 


KHARTOUM (R) — Hard 
currency holders trying to bear 
a government clam pd own on 
black market money jammed 
Khartoum's banks Saturday. 

It was the last day they could 
deposit their cash without for- 
mal documentation. 

Central bank governor Sabri 
Mohammad AI Hassan has 
said anyone found in possessi- 
on of hard currency after 
Saturday without “necessary 
documents” would face up to 
20 years in prison, a fine, and 
confiscation of the money. 

The clampdown followed a 
sharp rise in value of the U.S. 
dollar against the Sudanese 
pound, which prompted Sudan 


tore introduce some hard cur- 
rency restrictions lifted last 
year as part of economic liber- 
alisation and reform. ■ 

Mr. Hassan said illegal deal- 
ers in hard currency would now 
be very easy to spot and would 
be dealt with “decisively.” In 
1989 and 1990 at least three 
people were executed in Sudan 
for holding hard currency. 

On Friday the Islamic gov- 
ernment ordered duty free 
shops, the only institution 
where goods are sold for hard 
currency, to stay open during 
the Muslim holy day so that 
■those with foreign cash could 
use up their money. 

Last month the government 


said people leaving the country 
could not take more than 
$5,000 in cash. 

It also devalued the pound 
by 44 per cent to 300 pounds to 
the U.S. dollar to cut the gap 
between official rates and 
black marker rares, which had 
reached 360 pounds to the 
dollar. 

Since then the black market 
rate stabilised at around 330 
pounds. 

Sudan, which earns little 
from its exports and receives 
meagre foreign aid, imports 
most of its requirements. A 
rise i- . aie value of the dollar is 
therefore quickly reflected in 
shop prices. 


to the roots in shake up 


LONDON (R) — The new 
president of the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD) is aim- 
ing for a much more fun- 
damental shake-up of its orga- 
nisation than had been, ex- 
pected, senior sources close to. 
the bank have said. 

Jacques de Larosiere, 
named in August as head of 
the controversial bank set up 
to aid the economic transition 
of eastern Europe, is to triple 
the number of specialist bank- 
ers in the countries it serves to 
try to bring more projects to 
fruition especially in the pri- 
vate sector, the sources said. 

The EBRD declined to com- 


ment on the plan. 

In practical terms. Mr. De 
Larosiere is to abolish the dis- 
tinction between merchant and 
development banking at an 
operational level and reorga- 
nise the bank into two regions 
with an increased country 
focus as the main aim. 

The number of specialist 
bankers assigned to specific 
countries rises to nearly 120 
from around 40, the sources 
said. 

“De Larosiere wanted to get 
rid of a lot of the overlap that 
was obvious between merchant 
and development banking,” 
said one EBRD source. “But 
when he got here and bad a 


look, he derided that the prob- 
lems of the bank went deeper 
than that.” 

Under the new structure, 
eastern Europe will be divided 
into north and south zones. 

Ron Fieeman, currently 
head of merchant banking and 
number two at the bank, will 
head the north zone which 
includes Russia, Poland, the 
Czech and Slovak republics, 
the Baltic states and the former 
Soviet republics of Kazakhstan 
and. Uzbekistan. 

The southern zone will be 
headed by Mario Sarcinelii. 
currently head of development 
banking 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
. THE RELIABLE 


MCJUMG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 





Veritable Cuisine Franpaise 
Live Entertainment 

685746 

Shmessani 


The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments, for rent. 

Abdoun 

Real 


Tel. No. 610605/81 0609 
Fax No. 810520 



Daily Lunch 

r?T; 



Parole 


Aljdoiifi .Ji.ii dais SupcrmarkcL BLDG. 
- n,; :!our Tel: 824677 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service" 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

« JUMBO photo 

sizm 30 % largor 

* From enlargo- 
mmnt 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 




INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SER VICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEISDEH 
\ AMMAN - JORDAN 


One visftwffl make yon 
a steady , we believe!!! 



PEKING 

. RESTAURANT 

AUTHENTIC CHINESE' CUISINE 


Elegant 

Colorful 

Atmosphe*' 

Moderate 

Prices 

£jSy pJu i 
Shmeisani 
Tel 660250 
open daily 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Sfreer. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barteque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 -3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight . 


Tin' />("'/ Orirtiuil food in limit 
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The Latest 
" MUST " 
in Amman 


SZECHWAN GARBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
lypfcal Qhmm Foods 


Take atray is available 

Shat AJ-A/ab Sheet 
llm Uthalnah Commensal Centre 

Cnee lasted Always ixued 


hit J -u-H 


REST A U RAN T & GARDEN 



- Chinese, Thai, Phillipino. Indonesian £ 
Malaysian specialities 

- Five branches all over the world and now one 
in Amman. 

- Live Band 

- World wide programmes VIA satellite 



Heiss: 12 Soon 12 Mafe-st: 
’*7" da\ s a week 


Qestaurant 
Tapas Bar 



46 Buhturi Slrcci 2 nd circle . Jjbjl Amman Ofp«i:c Frcnifc LeiT Tel 653482 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

OpM rtlgMy Fran 100 PJ« to IMAM 
Except Sunday From LOO PJI to 1MAJI 

Tuesday Closed 

Td : 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmeisani 



JWtestiwnmt 'With 
MSttisticfimBumce 


Valentino 

■n estadrant 

JM1L AMMAN ROST CHCLE 
OPPOSITE TW HAOi EMBASSY TEL. B04S09 


rrjX*// ft 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service * 

available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm : 
7.30-T1.30 pm • 
After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd curie > 


Tel. 659519 659520 




Jebcl Amman, 3rd circle 
telephone 61 50 6l 


French I Steine 


' Abdoun 


TEL B 10584 


Amman 

International Hotel 



IIAKOTEL 

ih£i|l|ls 

Tel 841712 / 841713 

Amman - TeL 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 • Fax 602434 
Telex 23B88DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Yeltsin opposes early presidential 
elections, offers to retire in 1996 



MOSCOW (AFP) — President 
Boris Yeltsin stated Saturday 
he was against holding an early 
presidential poll in June but 
offered to retire from politics 
altogether once bis tenure was 
completed in 1996, news agen- 
cies reported. 

Mr. Yeltsin, speaking at a 
meeting of news editors, 
announced he did not plan to 
seek a second term as presi- 
dent after his mandate expires 
in June of 1996. staring that he 
bad suffered “too many 
blows”. 

The Russian leader said that 
be was against bolding a pres- 
idential election in June, back- 
tracking on an earlier promise 
to bold a vote six months after 
parliamentary elections to the 
new parliament. 

“We all know that I have 
suffered many blows at the 
bands of destiny. It is too much 
for one person to endure,” the 
Russian leader was quoted by 
Interfox as saying. 

Mr. Yeltsin said he consi- 
dered it “his task” to “find and 
prepare” new candidates to the 
presidency and that he would 
work towards rallying popular 
support for his chosen suc- 
cessor. 

His remarks appeared as a 
concession to opponents who 
could be convinced to drop the 
early presidential vote in ex- 
change for Mr. Yeltsin's retire- 
ment from politics. 

Mr. Yeltsin stated earlier 
this month that he would allow 
the new parliament which is to 
be elected on Dec. 12 to decide 
if the presidential election 
were to go ahead but he stop- 

Police hunt 
arsonists in 
California 
fires 

MALIBU, Calif. (R) — Au- 
thorities Saturday pressed the 
hunt for arsonists who set the 
recent southern California 
wildfires, including one that 
killed three people and re- 
duced parts of this celebrity 
enclave .to charred rubble. 

The Malibu blaze, which 
destroyed about 3S0 homes, 
many of them million-do liar 
mansions, was die worst of 19 
suspicious wildfires that may 
have been set deliberately in 
the last 10 days, according to 
news reports. 

The Los Angeles Times 
Saturday quoted a federal offi- 
cial as saying that of the 26 
fires that ravaged southern 
California since Oct. 26, 19 
were believed to have been the 
work of arsonists. 

“This has to be one of the 
biggest tragedies ever attri- 
buted to arson," Larry Come- 
lison of the Bureau of Alcohol. 
Tobacco and Firearms, was 
quoted as saying. 

“It took such a toll in dam- 
'ageand human misery. And to 
know that individuals were re- 
sponsible for this makes it even 
'‘worse,” added Mr. Comeli- 
son, supervisor of the bureau’s 
Arson Task Force. 

The fires that cut a swathe of 
destruction across California 
destroyed about 1,000 homes 
at a cost of $1 billion. In 
addition to the Malibu tragedy, 
315 homes burned down in 
Laguna Beach last week in 
another arson-suspected fire. 

In the posh Los Angeles 
suburb of Altadena, where the 
first of the major wildfires 
occurred, destroying 115 
homes, a homeless man faces a 
misdemeanor charge of unlaw- 
fully starting a fire. 

the man admitted setting 
the blaze accidentally after 
building a campfire to keep 
himself warm in the predawn 
dull 11 days ago. 

But the arsonists who de- 
liberately set the other fires 
were still at large. 

Forensic psychiatrist Alfred 
Coodley, who specialised jn 
the criminal mind, said in an 
interview he believed foe arson 
fires were the work of pyroma- 
niacs who were driven to com- 
pulsively set them to satisfy an 
inner fascination with flames. 

Coodley, a professor of 
psychiatry at foe University of 
California at Los Angeles, said 
pyromaniacs rarely felt re- 
morse over their actions, even 
when they resulted in death 
and massive destruction. 

Authorities launched a mur- 
der investigation into foe Mali- 
bu blaze Friday, even resorting 
to hypnosis, to try to find foe 
arsonist. 

As firefighters extinguished 
California’s last major blaze, 
homicide detectives joined 
with arson experts in an effort 
to track down foe person Gov- 
ernor Pete Wilson has branded 
“worse than a child molester” 
and who could face fofc death 
penalty. 


ped short of giving his own 
opinion on foe issue. 

“I am against new elections 
to the presidency in June 
1994.” Mr. Yeltsin clearly 
stated during the meeting, 
adding: “I am in favour of 
allowing the president to fully 
serve out his term up until 
1996.” 

He predicted foat victory 
will not be easy for candidates 
to foe presidency, adding that 
“those who now say they want 
to become 'president are mis- 
taken if they think foat this will 
be easy to achieve.” 

Mr. Yeltsin announced a 
presidential election for June 
12 in the days following his 
decision to dissolve the old- 
guard parliament as a conces- 
sion to regional leaders who 
charged he was seeking to set 
up a dictatorship. 

Meanwhile, Deputy Prime 
Minister Yegor Gaidar, who 
leads foe Russia’s Choice coali- 
tion in the parliamentary elec- 
. tions, said in a newspaper in- 
terview published Saturday 
foat he was “cautious” in pre- 
dicting the outcome of foe 
vote. 

“I am not euphoric. I am 
awaiting the new parliament 
with great caution,” Mr. 
Gaidar stated in an interview 
to the Russian newspaper Mos- 
kovsky Komsomolets. 

Mr. Gaidar stated foat foe 
voters would choose between 
three main platforms in the 
Dec. 12 election: Communist, 
conservative and reformist. 

Experts have predicted foat 
candidates running under foe 
Russia’s Choice banner, which 
calls itself foe “presidential' 


party” will win at least one- 
third of foe seats in foe lower 
house of parliament, or Duma. 

It remains unclear however 
what percentage of foe vote 
Communists and nationalists, 
who generally enjoy support in 
foe provinces, will gather. 

“These elections are crucial 
for Russia,” Mr. Gaidar com- 
mented, stating foat foe coun- 
try was forced to abandon two 
parliaments — the Soviet 
legislature in 1992 and the old- 
guard parliament in 1993 — 
and foat it would be “unforgiv- 
able” to lose a third legisla- 
ture. 

The 450 members of the new 
state Duma will be tasked with 
approving President Boris 
Yeltsin’s choice of a prime 
minister who will head the 
government in its third year of 
economic reforms. 

A leading Russian Commun- 
ist politician said Friday foat a 
group of armed masked men 
entered his party headquarters 
and stole petitions bearing 
20,000 signatures needed for 
participation in the upcoming 
elections, Interfax said. 

Sergei Baburin, president of 
the Russian People's Union, 
claimed three of the men were 
wearing uniforms of Interior 
Ministry crack security troops 
while three others were in civi- 
lian clothes and one was car- 
rying a Kalashnikov automatic 
rifle. 

Mr. Baburin, a hardline de- 
puty in foe former Russian 
parliament who was briefly 
arrested after the parliamen- 
tary revolt was crushed last 
month, claimed the assailants 


New Delhi elects 1st 
legislative assembly 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
The residents of New Delhi 
voted Saturday in an election 
foat will partially replace the 
federal rule they have lived 
under since 1956 with a legisla- 
tive assembly. 

Hours before the polls 
opened, politicians reportedly 
toured the city’s ghertoes to 
hand many of their illiterate 
residents gifts of liquor and 
cash in an effort to win their 
votes. 

Party activists walked 
through the slums Friday 
night, pulling small bottles of 
liquor from beneath their 
armpits and rupees notes out 
of their pockets, the Pioneer 
newspaper said Saturday. 

A heavy turnout was re- 
ported as voters chose repre- 
sentatives to the 70-member 
legislative assembly that will 
help govern the capital. Unlike 
state legislatures. New Delhi's 
new assembly will have no 
power over law-and-order or 
public utilities. 

Between now and end of foe 
month, local elections also will 
be held in four of India’s 25 
states, and no results will be 
announced in any of them until 
the last election is finished. 

The polls will have no direct 
influence on Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao’s minor- 
ity government, whose term 
expires in 1996. 

But they will be the first 
indication in a year whether an 


opposition parly promoting 
Hindu nationalism and fun- 
damentalism is still gaining 
ground against Mr. Rao's secu- 
lar Congress Party. 

On Dec. 6. Hindu radicals 
destroyed an ancient mosque 
in foe town of Ayodhya, where 
they believe Muslim invaders 
once tore down a temple hon- 
ouring their god Rama. That 
set off months of Hindu-Mus- 
lim riots around northern India 
that killed 2,000 people. 

Mr. Rao blamed the Bhar- 
atiya Janata Party, which has 
become the largest opposition 
force in parliament by promot- 
ing Hinduism. The prime 
minister also dismissed the 
four state governments that 
were being ruled by the party, 
and placed them under federal 
rule. 

Elections to restore those 
governments will be held this 
month in Himachal Pradesh, 
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and 
Madhya Pradesh, four states 
foat include nearly 145 million 
people. 

Meanwhile, Indian nego- 
tiators told Muslim Kashmiri 
separatists under army siege in 
a mosque near Srinagar for the 
past three weeks that they had 
no choice but to surrender. 

Kashmir Police Chief Man- 
ohar Nath Saberwal told repor- 
ters the new government nego- 
tiator Mehmood Ur Rehman 
met with representatives of the 
armed militants inside the en- 
circled Hazratbal Mosque. 


Haiti talks scuttled after 
army fails to appear 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (AP) — 
Talks on restoring ousted Pres- 
ident Jean-Bcrtxand Aristide 
to power collapsed when milit- 
ary representatives failed to 
attend. 

The no-show Friday hobbled 
any chance for a quick end to 
Haiti's crisis, which results 
from foe military's failure to 
step down as scheduled under 
a U.N. -brokered peace plan. It 
could lead to expanded sanc- 
tions on Haiti, already suffer- 
ing under a U.N. imposed oil 
embargo. 

United Nations envoy Dante 
Caputo. who was to preside 
over foe talks, will leave Satur- 
day for consultations in New 
York and Washington, said his 
spokesman, Eric Fait. Mr. 
Caputo blamed foe army for 
foe failure of the talks and for 
Haiti's suffering. 

“We have made a long-term 
commitment and there is in no 
way foe slightest chance of our 
renouncing our goals,” Mr. 
Caputo said. “If there are 
famished children it is not be- 
cause of sanctions” but be- 
cause of a lade of democracy. 
.. In Washington, State De- 
partment spokesman David 
Johnson said the Clinton admi- 
nistration “regretted” foe fai- 
lure of foe army commander, 
Lt.-Gen. Raoul Cedras, to 
attend the talks. He said the 
administration was considering 


aooiuonai steps it might take 
with other nations. 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher denied accusa- 
tions that the United States has 
backed down on its commit- 
ment to restore democracy in 
Haiti, and said the administra- 
tion's policy has been consis- 
tent. 

“We were never indined to 
shoot our way in there.” he said 
in an interview on CNN, not- 
ing foat foe U.S. troops foat 
were to have been part of a 
U.N. mission to Haiti were not 
combat troops. 

Mr. Aristide, who is in exile 
in the United States since his 
September 1991 overthrow, 
has asked foe United Nations 
for a total commercial 
blockade. 

“We are heavy-hearted,” 
said Herve Denis, information 
minister in a weak Aristide- 
backed transition government. 
“Those people (the army) are 
mad. Now it is up to foe 
United Nations.” 

But without mifilan parti- 
cipation , the prospects of 
bringing back Mr. Aristide and 
lifting foe oil embargo are 
bleak, the United Nations has 
said the embargo will continue 
until Mr. Aristide is restored. 

Shortly before foe scheduled 
10 a.m. start of the talks, Mr. 
Caputo received a letter from 
Gen. Cedras. Its contents were 
not revealed. 


spent 40 minutes in the build- 
ing and blocked all inside from 
leaving, the report said. 

Those in the building in- 
cluded Viktor Alksnis and 
Yevgeny Kogan, two known 
political hardliners who were' 
deputies in the legislature of 
foe former Soviet Union. 

Jn a separate statement, the 
union said its members were 
working on preparing the peti- 
tions to be handed over to the 
Central Elections Commission 
and stated the incident was “an 
excellent example of free elec- 
tions in Yeltsin’s Russia.” 

Mr. Baburin said one of the 
assailants flashed a police iden- 
tification card and said the 
group was carrying out a 
“planned action,” according to 
Interfax. 

The report said Moscow 
police and Interior Ministry 
officials questioned about Mr. 
Baburin's claim said they knew 
nothing about it. 

Under election regulations, 
political parties are required to 
amass 100,000 petition signa- 
tures from seven regions of 
Russia by midnight Saturday to 
take part in the Dec. 12 legisla- 
tive elections. 

Mr. Baburin said foe group 
fled the premises and took the 
lists with 20,000 signatures 
with them. 

In a separate development, 
diehard Communists were 
allowed to lay red carnations at 
the Lenin Mausoleum Satur- 
day to mark the 76th 
anniversary of the Bolshevik 
Revolution as city officials in 
Moscow and St. Petersburg 
maintained their ban on all 
rallies scheduled for Sunday. ' 

N. Zealand 
gets hung 
parliament 

d 

after poll 

WELLINGTON (R) — New 
Zealand voters handed their 
politicians a hung parliament 
Saturday in a shock for con- 
servative Prime Minister Jim 
Bolger. who had been forecast 
to win a second three-year 
term. 

The 2.3 million voters defied 
public opinion polls that had 
consistently predicted victory 
for Mr. Bolger and his austere 
economic policies, slashing his 
National Party’s 34-seat major- 
ity to a mere three-seat advan- 
tage over the Labour Party. 

Final results from the coun- 
try’s 99 constituencies showed 
foe National Party won 49 
seats. Labour Party took 46, 
and the Leftist Alliance Coali- 
tion and tfc; newly formed 
New Zealand First Party won 
two seats apiece. 

Mr. Bolger pointed out that 
special votes cast before elec- 
tion day or by expatriate New 
Zealanders could still change 
tiie makeup of parliament. The 
results of those votes, which, 
totalled 230,000 in 1990. will* 
not be known for about -10 
days. 

The 58-year-old prime 
minister announced he would 
form a second government and 
pledged to work with other 
parties. 

But Mr. Bolger's monetarist 
economic policies, which have 
pulled New Zealand out of 
recession but whose social 
costs have caused deep con- 
cern, would be paralysed by his 
lack of a majority. 

Radio New Zealand pre- 
dicted the country's first hung 
parliament since 1928 would 
not last long and fresh elec- 
tions could be called within i 
year. 

Mr. Bolger, speaking- to par 
ty supporters in his rural con 
stituency of Te Kuiti, denies 
foe election had plunged Nev 
Zealand into a constitution a. 
crisis. 

Labour Party leader Mike 
Moore was delighted with the 
results, claiming victory in his 
home dty of Christchurch. 

“We have won because we 
have the largest percentage of 
the vote. There is no moral 
authority for Mr. Bolger to 
govern,” Mr. Moore told sup- 
porters. 

Women’s groups were also 
encouraged by the result, 
which raised the number of 
women members of parliament 
from 16 to 21, or more than 20- 
per cent of the total number. 

National Party supporters 
were stunned by Saturday's 
vote, which flew in the face of 
all the polls. National lost 19 
seats, including that of Labour 
Minister Maurice McTigue. 

Mr. Bolger was certain bis 
campaign theme “don’t mess 
with success”, focused on his 
record of achieving economic 
recovery, had won over foe 
electorate. 
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A mother and child share a piece of bread and an apple, 
sheltering from heavy rain with some 700 other Croat refugees 
from Vares in Serb-occupied sokohe, in central Bosnia (AFP 
photo) 

Bosnian army disbands 
Croat unit in Sarajevo 

SARAJEVO (Agencies) — nian army erupted last spr 
The Muslim-led Bosnian army and summer when it tried 
disbanded an independent successfully to subordinate 
Croat unit in Sarajevo Satur- HVO under its supreme a 
day and sealed off streets in the no and. U.N. peacekeeping 5 


capital, preventing a planned 
evacuation ot civilians from the 
beesieged dty. 

The Bosnian Croat Defence 
Council (HVO) unit has 
helped defend the city against 
besieging Serbs, but Bosnian 
government radio said the unit 
was being dissolved because 
Croat forces were fighting the 
mostly Muslim array elsewhere 
in Bosnia. 

Government security forces 
sealed off roads in the western 
and central part of foe dty 
Saturday morning, a Reuter 
correspondent reported. 

The roadblocks prevented a 
planned evacuation of 1,471 
civilian after months of talks 
between Serb and Muslim offi- 
dals. 

The Serb, Croat and Muslim 
dvilians were to be taken by 
bus from Sarajevo to Serbia 
and Croatia Saturday. But 
army moves against the HVO 
unit left tiie rivilains. mainly 
women, children and the elder- 
ly, stranded in the rain in 
Sarajevo. 

“I don’t see that it will hap- . 
pen in the near future,” said 
Colonel Bill Aikman. a 
spokesman for the United Na- 
tions Protection Force in 
Sarajevo. 

It was not immediately dear 
whether Sarajevo^ 1 small . but 
well-armed HVO-limt "Wcrald 
try to resist the government 
decree. 

Sarajevo’s HVO units of ab- 
out 1 ,500 men has served in the 
city's joint defence with mostly 
Muslim troops of the govern- 
ment First Corps throughout 
.Bosnia's 19-month-old war. 

But tensions with the Bos- 


nian army erupted last spring 
and summer when it tried un- 
successfully to subordinate the 
HVO under its supreme com- 
mand. U.N. peacekeeping sol- 
diers moved in at one point to 
prevent an outbreak of 
fighting. 

“The decision has been 
made to disband the HVO 
headquarters and to create a 
new Bosnian army First Corps 
brigade from it. Restrictions 
on movement have been im- 
posed in part of the dty,” 
Sarajevo Radio said in its 
morning newscast. 

It urged all HVO soldiers to 
enlist in the new brigade. 

. Groats started Bosnia’s war 
as allies with the Muslims 
against Serbs. But Croats and 
Muslims foil out early this year 
over territorial spoils ahead of 
a possible peace settlement 
and battles have raged in cen- 
tral Bosnia for months. 

Open Musiim-Croat war did 
not spread to Sarajevo and the 
HVO force in the capital has 
denied accusations of under- 
mining its defences and prepar- 
ing to attack Muslims. 

Swedish and French 
peacekeepers helped Bosnian 
military police try to prevent 
looting in foe central Bosnia 
town of Vares, captured by 
Muslim forces Thursday. 

Swedish U.N. officers tried 
Saturday to mediate the sur- 
render of 200-300 desperate 
and terrified Croat troops. cut 
oft southeast of here two days 
after Muslim-led forces took 
Vares. 

The bedraggled Croats were 
holed up in the abandoned 
Croat hillside village of Das- 
tansko, three kilometres away, 
after refusing to follow their 
retreating comrades farther 
south to Serb-held territory. 


Georgian troops enter 
last rebel stronghold 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Georgian 
government forces Saturday 
entered Zugdidi, the west 
Georgian stronghold of rebel 
leader Zviad Gamsakhurdia 
who has fled, the Georgian 
presidency told AFP. 

“At 1400 (1100 GMT), adv- 
ance government forces en- 
tered the town without en- 
countering any large-scale re- 
sistance. Forces loyal to Gam- 
sakhurdia were withdrawing in 
disorder towards the Inguri 
River,” spokesman Nodar 
Broladze said. 

He said Gamsakhurdia had 
spent the past four, days in the 
region near Gali in Abkhazia, 
|the northwest region of Geor- 
gia lost by government troops 
in September to Abkhaz re- 
bels. 

There were no casualties 
among government forces. 


according to initial reports, foe 
spokesman said. 

Russian marines had been 
preparing Friday to land near' 
Zugdidi. 

Quoting the press service of 
Russian troop units in the Cau- 
casus, ITAR-TASS said a flo- 
tilla of the Black Sea Fleet left 
its base at Sevastopol Friday en 
route for the small port of 
Anaklia, 10 kilometres from ’ 
Zugdidi. 

The first contingent of 500 
Russian marines took control 
of key road and rail facilities in 
the strategic Black Sea port of 
Poti Friday, as Georgian forces 
dosed in on Zugdidi. 

^ On Saturday, another 750 
marines and infantrymen land- 
ed in Poti, backed by about 40 
armoured vehicles, Interfax 
News Agency said, quoting the 
Black Sea Beet chief-of-staff.- 


IRA offers 
truce to 
Protestant 
militants 

DUBLIN (R) — The Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) has 
offered Protestant death 
squads a mice to end sectarian 
violence in which 24 people 
have died in two weeks of the 
worst bloodshed in Northern 
Ireland for 17 years. 

But it promised no end to a 
20-year guerrilla war to drive 
Britain from the province. The 
British and Irish governments 
sought a cessation of foe vio- 
lence to allow them to launch a 
new peace initiative. 

The offer was aimed at Pro- 
testant extremist gangs such as 
the Ulster Freedom Fightere 
(UFF) which daimed responsi- 
bility for foe killing a week ago 
of seven Halloween revellers tn 
a pub at Greysteel, near the 
province's second dty, Lon- 
donderry. 

“Any cessation of murder 
attacks against nationalists 
would, of course, be welcome. 
As a consequence, we would 
monitor the situation and re- 
view our position towards 
those directly involved in the 
murder gangs,” the IRA state- 
ment said. 

“The British government 
and its forces bear ultimate 
responsibility for this conflict 
and armed struggle is aimed 
primarily at them,” said an 
IRA statement issued in Dub- 
lin late on Friday night. 

Political analysts in the pro- 
vince said the IRA offer to 
stop hunting down Protestant 
gunmen was aimed at reassur- 
ing Catholics terrified by the 
recent wave of killings in which 
ordinary Catholics have been 
gunned down at home and at 
work. 

The UFF says it is only 
fighting back against national- 
ists who support the IRA’s 
campaign to end British rule. It 
aligns itself with so-called 
loyalist Protestant political 
parties which want the pro- 
vince to stay British. 

The Greysteel atrocity was 
the protestant militants’ re- 
sponse to foe IRA's bungled 
bombing of a Protestant meet- 
ing place in Belfast one week 
earlier which killed nine Pro- 
testants in a fish shop and 
triggered a new round of secta- 
rian bloodshed. 

There was no immediate 
response from the UFF, the 
Ulster Volunteer 
Force (UVF) or other out- 
lawed Protestant gangs which 
have tailed more than '44 peo- 
ple this year to the IRA’s 30. 

Sources dose to the UFF 
and UVF said they would want 
to see the ceasefire taking hold 
before calling off their cam- 
paign. 

Last Sunday an IRA sniper 
fatally wounded a policeman 
on patrol in the village of new- 
ly, 60 kilometres south of Bel- 
fast, the last known IRA attack 
since foe Belfast bomb. 

The IRA says it does not 
c3ny out sectarian killings but 
sees policemen and members 
of the 18,000-strong British' 
military as legitimate targets in 
a war to. end colonial rule. 

. The tit-for-tat killings has 
given momentum to a new 
drive by Britain and Ireland to 
find a political solution. 

Meanwhile, a 26-year-old 
Londonderry man was charged 
Friday with the murders of the 
seven people in Greysteel on 
Halloween eve. 

Brian McNeill was also 
charged with membership in a 
proscribed organisation — foe 
outlawed Ulster Defence 
Association 


Tokyo, Seoul agree to strengthen ties 


KYONGJU, South Korea 
(AFP) — Japanese Prime 
Minister Morihiro Hosokawa 
and South Korean President 
Kim Yoong-Sam agreed to put 
the past . behind and build 
stronger ties in the first tete-a- 
tete meeting here Saturday be- 
tween politicians of foe new 
generation. 

Meanwhile, a group of 100 
protestors, led by 10 elderly 
women who bad been forced 
into wartime sexual slavery for 
Japanese troops, marched 
several kilometres through foe' 
streets toward a hotel, foe 
venue of foe summit. 

Daring the two-hour talks, 
Mr. Hosokawa’s wife, 
Kayoko, visited an asylum for 
the aged, where some 100 
Japanese widows who had 
married Koreans were 
accommodated. 

Mr. Hosokawa and Mr. Kim 
would agree to overcome de- 
cades of bickering over foe 
legacy of Japan's colonial rule 
of Korea and prepare the 
ground for stronger bilateral- 
ties between foe two neigh- 
bouring countries, Mr. Kim's 
aide said.. 

Recurrent controversy over 
the legacy of the Japanese col- 
onial rule from 1910 to 1945, 
especially the use of some 


200,000 Korean women as sex 
slaves or “comfort women” for 
Japanese troops, has haunted 
bilateral ties of the two geog- 
raphically dose countries. 

South Korean officials said 
Mr. Kim would not raise the 
■issue but wait for Mr. Hosoka- 
wa to broach it. Mr. Hosokawa 
was expected to apologise over 
the excesses in more explicit 
terms than his predecessors did 
in the past. 

Braving drizzling rain and 
chanting protests, the mar- 
chers followed the 10 former 
so-called “comfort women.” 
who wore white to mourn their 
dead colleagues and wept 
throughout foe march. 

Earlier Saturday, police 
rounded up some 30 elderly 
Koreans who rallied outside 
the hotel, protesting against 
Mr. Hosokawa’s visit and de- 
manding compensations for all 
Koreans victimised during foe 
war. 

The new governments of 
Japan and South Korea are 
both seeking to patch up the 
issue, with the Japanese side 
admitting to responsibility for 
forcing foe Korean women into 
sexual slavery and the Korean 
side deciding not to seek mate- 
rial compensation. 

However, analysts here said 


that despite official efforts to 
write off the past as history, 
more had to be done to elimin- 
ate lingering bitterness among 
Koreans over Japan's wartime 
atrocities. 

Mr. Hosokawa and Mr. Km 
also discussed the alleged de- 
velopment of nuclear weapons 
by North Korea and their 
shared concern over the re- 
sumption of underground nuc- 
lear tests by China. 

Washington. Seoul and 
Tokyo agreed to exhaust all 
possible diplomatic means be- 
fore resorting to international 
sanctions against the North. 

North Korea rejects outside 
inspections of nuclear facilities 
suspected of storing nuclear 
waste to develop weapons, de- 
manding a halt to U.S. -South 
Korea joint military exercises 
.and diplomatic recognition bv 
Washington. 

Meanwhile, Japan’s Jiji 
press reported Saturday that 
North Korea will send a senior 
minister to China this month to 
seek emergency aid to deal 
with a “serious food shortage.” 

The emissary will be Premier 
Kang Song-San or Vice Pre- 
mier Km Tal-Hyon, the agen- 
cy quoted unidentified sources 
as saying. 


Holly Hunter 
wins Best 
Actress Award 

SYDNEY (R) — U-S. star 
Holly Hunter won the best 
actress prize in Australia’s pre- 
mier film awards, with her 

Australian-French film The ' 

Piano sweeping 11 awartfe in 
all. Hunter, playing a Wih 
century immigrant to New; 
Zealand who is entangled fa a k- 
complex emotional and sexual *■ 
web trying io retrieve her be- 
loved ’piano, joined feikw 
American cast member Hafrey 
Keitel, winner in the best actor 
category in foe Australian Film 
Institute (AFI) Awards. The 
film, this year's joint winner of 
the Golden Palm Award it 
Cannes, also took out best 
film, best original screenplay, 
best cinematography, and best 
director for the New Zealand- 
born Jane Campion. Ir had 
received 13 nominations. Cam- 
pion's film in May became foe ; 
first directed by a woman to ; 
win the prestigious French! 
award. “I would like to think ! 
Jane Campion for providing ; 
me with an opportunity that <m 
changed my personal and my 
professional life,” Hunter said ; 
in pre-recorded comments re- ; 
ceived via satellite. ”! think it's • 
probably the most valuable ex- * 
perience I’ve ever had.” The . 
British film. The Crying* 
Game, about an Irish Republi- 
can Army operative who falls 
for a transvestite lover of one 
of his victims without knowing 
he is a man. won best foreign 
film. “This industry is crucial ' 
to our cultural development,” ; 
Australian Prime Minister Paul 
Keating told the annual AFI 
Awards ceremony as he hand-' 
ed The Piano producer Jan , 
Chapman foe best nim prize. 

Judy Davis, of My Brilliant 
Career and Husbands and' 
Wives fame, won best support- 
ing actress for her role m the . £ 
Australian film On My Own.' 
Aborgine David Ngoombujar-' 
ra won best supporting actor 
for Biackfellas, an aboriginal 
production with a largely abor- 
iginal cast. 

Male writer’s 
book wins Femina 
Book Prize 

PARIS (R) — The cream of. 
France's feminist literati 
awarded their annual Femina 
Book Prize to male writer 
Marc Lambron — but he may 
rial’ be altogether pleased. 
Literary commentators said he 
stood to lose a lot of money by 
being a pawn in the 90-year, 
battle for supremacy between 
France's two oldest prizes, the 
Femina and the Goncourt. 
Lambron had been widely tip- 
ped by critics to take home 
next Monday's Goncourt, the 
oldest and- most prestigious of 
France’s book awards. Having, 
now won foe Femina he wifi 
automatically be strode off the 
list of contenders. “It’s his 
misfortune, he won't sell so ^ 
many copies of his book now," 
one member of the Goncourt 
.panel told French radio. His . 
500-page L’Oeil Du SUence 
(The Eye Of SUence) recounts 
a fictional affair between Lee * 
MiUer — foe real-life U.S. 1 
model, photographer and - 
muse of foe 1920s — and a ’ 
journalist as they wandered 
across the shattered Europe of 
1944 to 1946. None of the five' 
major literaiy prizes to be ■ 
announced this month, nor the 
1,000-odd minor ones handed 
out in France, carries a signifi- 
cant financial reward. The 
Goncourt, to be announced 
Monday, pays a token 50 franc 
($9). One of the other prizes . * 
carries a free meal. But win- * 
ners can expect a big boost to 
sales of their works. The Gon- 
court with its distinctive red 
sash awarded weeks before 
Christmas guarantees addition- 
al sales of up to 500,000 copies. 

The Femina on the other hand 
»s worth only between $50,000 
to S 200,000 extra copies. 

Gucci accused 
of starving horses 

YORKTOWN, New York 
(AFP) — Ten badly underfed 
horses were seized by author- 
ities from New York staWes 
where designer Paolo Gucci 
has business inrercsts, author- 
ises said. The Arabian horses 4 
seized in a raid Thursday were - 
so thin their ribs and bones . 
were sticking out, said Tiicia 
Dencker, owner of the farm 
where federal agents took the ' 
animals. A federal court 
ordered the repossession of the 
expensive animats after the' 
luxury accessories king 
allegedly failed to pay for their 
care. Gucci is accused of starv- 
ing the approximately S1O,U0Q - 
horses at the Yorktown ranch • 
according to his wife, neigh* r 
b°urs, employees and the Sod-: - 
ety for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals. Tlve 62- 
year-old Gucci is fighting * ' 
avorec battle with his wife, . . 

satd Peter Bronstem, the wife's 
lawyer. He said Gucci bought 4 
the farm about five years ago * 
as a country retreat, but took 
little care of it after divorce . 
proceedings began in 1991. 


Sports 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 1993 



Jordan National basketball team 
leaves today for Asian Championships 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special t o the Jordan Times 

— Jordan’s national basketball team leaves for Jakarta, 
“jaonesia, Sunday to take part in the 17th Asian Basketball 
F^ p,onshi P s Which wll be held on Nov. 12-21- 
tignteen countries will be vying to capture the competition's 
two places to represent Asia in the World Basketball 
Championships. 

“Our task will not be easy, but we will seek to score the best 
results possible,” Samir Janakar, vice president of the Jordan 
Basketball Federation (JBF) told the Jordan Times. 

Participating teams have been divided into four groups. The top 
two teams in each group will advance to the second round where 
the four winning teams will qualify to the semifinal round and 
«£npete for the top four positions, while the losers will play for 

Jordan is in Group A with China, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and 
Thailand. 

Group B includes S. Korea, the Philippines, Singapore and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

Japan, Iran, Hong Kong and Indonesia are in Group C, while 
Group D indudes Taiwan, N. Korea, Kuwait, Malaysia and 
Bangladesh. 

According to JBF reports, the Kingdom's national team has 
completed its preparations and is in good form to challenge other 
Asian hopefuls. 

The Jordanian team will have a tough task when they take on 
Asian titieholders China. Assuming that Jordan will beat Pakistan 
and Thailand, they will have to secure a win over Saudi Arabia to 
qualify for the second round. 

In the last Asian Championships in 1991 held in Kobe, Japan, 
the Jordanian team had captured eighth place. They lost 97-73 to 
Saudi Arabia and defeated Singapore 123-67 to qualify for the 


second round. 

Although the JBF this year had drawn up a carefully-studied 
training programme to ensure an advanced standing in this year’s 
championship, the schedule did not materialise except for the 
oi^anismg of the International Basketball Championships in 
wjicn teams from Iraq, Lebanon, Russia and Bulgaria provided a 
good opportunity for the Jordanian team to reassess its plans and 
avoid any shortcomings. 

According to officials, the international tournament cost the 
JBF JD 38,000. Part of the expenses were covered by a sponsor. 
The JBF cancelled plans to host at least two top teams from 
Russia or Egypt and holding a training camp in Eastern Europe 
prior to departure to Jakarta as that would have cost the 
cash-strapped federation another JD 15,000. 

So far the JBF has been unable to come up with a sponsor to 
cover the approximate cost of-JD 17,000 for participation in the 
Asian Championships. 

The national team, who had a tough twice-a-day training 
programme over the past weeks, was also hindered by bureaucra- 
tic complications surrounding four of the team's members who are 
univeisity students. Key guard Naser Bushnaq missed practice 
and is now certain to miss the championships due to an aggravated 
ankle injury, as will Muntaser Abdultayyeb who had previously 
hinted that he might not be able to leave his studies in the school 
of medicine, but the team's coacb and officials had nevertheless 
pressed for his joining the national team's training anyway. 

The team includes Murad and Hilal Barakat, Marwan Ma’touq, 
Yousef Zaghloul, Samir Murqus, Mohammad Al Shamali, 
Marwan A1 Saeedi, Ziyad A1 Nabulsi, Walid Badran, Kamal al 
Heiou. Jihad Saliba. 

Jordan plays Saudi Arabia on the opening day, Friday Nov. 12. 
They next face Pakistan on Nov. 14; China on Nov. 15 and 
Thailand on Nov. 16. The second round begins on Nov. 17. 


No favours for AC Milan 


Samaranch hopes for warfare truce during Olympics 


DUBLIN (R) — National 
Olympic Committees from 
Across Europe unanimously 
endorsed a bid to return to the 
ancient Greek ideal of no war- 
fare during the games. 

International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC) President Juan 
Antonio Samaranch said he 
hoped such a truce could be 
implemented by the winter 
games in Lillehammer. Nor- 
way, which begin on Feb. 12. 

“We are trying to implement 
v it by Lillehammer," Samar- 
anch told Reuters during a 
bi-annual meeting of the Asso- 
ciation of European National 
Ol y mp ic Committees 
(AENOC) in Dublin. 

Asked if he was optimistic a 
truce would be achievable at 
Lillehammer, he said: “I'm 
neither optimistic nor pessimis- 


tic. We have decided to work 
to make this a reality. We 
know that it will be very diffi- 
cult, but we have made our 
minds up." 

The year 1994 marks the 
centenary of the IOC. 

The United Nations General 
Assembly on Oct. 25 called for 
all member states to observe a 
symbolic Olympic truce, begin- 
ning one week before and en- 
ding one week after every 
game. . It also pronounced 
1994 a year of “sport and 
Olympic ideal.” 

“We consider the U.N. re- 
solutions to be very important 
historically for the Olympic 
movement,” Samaranch said. 

AENOC President Jacques 
Rogge said backing by the 
world’s main political body had 
reinforced and lent prestige to 


the lOCs attempt to resurrect 
the ancient “Ekecheria” or 
“Olympic truce.” During the 
five days the ancient games 
were staged, a truce used to be 
observed by the various com- 
peting peoples. 

“It’s the first time that the 
political world is sanctioning... 
our philosophy on peace,” 
Rogge told the meeting. “I 
believe that it is a very impor- 
tant issue.” 

The IOC says the goal of 
“Olympism” is to encourage 
the establishment of a peaceful 
society by educating youth 
through sport blended with 
culture and education. 

It wants an Olympic truce 
dedicated, as in ancient 
Greece, to a spirit of brother- 
hood and understanding and 
urged collective and individual 


efforts to settle international 
conflicts through peaceful 
means. 

The appeal, which the IOC 
took to the United Nations 
with the support of 184 mem- 
bers, was unanimously en- 
dorsed in Dublin where dele- 
gates greeted it with applause. 

Pan-American Olympic 
Committees will also discuss a 
truce at a similar meeting on 
Nov. 18 in Puerto Rico. 

The meeting was due to rec- 
ognise the National Olympic 
Committee of the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Mace- 
donia. 

But Rogge passed on apolo- 
gies from neighbouring war- 
torn Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
They had been unable to leave 
the country for security 
reasons, he said. 


Senna grabs pole position for Australian GP 

ADELAIDE. Australia^ 

(Agencies) — Brazilian Ayfc" 
ton Senna ended the Williams. 

Renault team's Grand Prix 
monopoly of 24 consecutive 
pole positions by taking the 
coveted pole here for Sunday's 
Australian Formula One 
Grand Prix. 

In warm, clear conditions. 

Senna, driving a McLaren 
Ford, preserved his position 
when no rival bettered his lap 
record of one minute 13.371 
seconds, posted Friday, in 
Saturday's second and final 
qualifying for the season-en- 


ding Grand Prix. 

Senna, who was r;4 Secotids 
slower Saturday, will start 
from the pole — his first for 17 
months since last year's Cana- 
dian GP — with his fierce rival 
and world champion-elect 
Alain Prost alongside him on 
the front row. 

Prost, in a Williams and bid- 
ding for his 52nd GP win in his 
farewell 199th race, could not 
better Senna's time in his 12 
lap assault on the twisting 3.7 
kilometre (2.3 mile) Adelaide 
Street Circuit. 

Prost’s Williams teammate. 


i V 


Valuable prizes 

• On the occasion of His Majesty the King's birthday, the 
Forte Grand Amman will be holding its second open tennis 
tournament on Friday. Nov. 12 with the finals being played on 
Friday, Nov. 19 with the promise of valuable prizes to be won. 

All those interested in participating must have their applica- 
tions in to the Forte Grand by Nov. 9. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SMART 
* TANNAH HIRSCH 
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A WORD TO THE WISE 


WEST 
♦ 10 5 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4K987 
CQ J6 
0X7642 

*4 

EAST 
* Q 3 2 
O 10 9 8 7 7AE42 

0 10 C- Q J 9 8 

♦ Q10 9743+K8 

SOUTH 

* AJ 64 
<7 5 3 

0 A5 3 

* A 8 6 2 
The bidding 

South West North East 

1 NT Pass 2 * Dbl 

2 4 Pom 4 * Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ten of 0 
Do yoa ever wonder why experts 
sometimes play a hand aa if they 
were looking at all the cards? Mon 

often than not, the bidding baa been 

too revealing. 

Once Sooth opened the bidding 
with a weak one no trump (12-14 by 
partnership agreement) and North 
had shown interest in the major*, 
East had little to gain by entering 


the auction with what waa the beat 
band at the table. East-West were 
probably outgunned, and East was 
doing nothing more than -pawing 
information to the enemy. South 
made good use of that in the play of 
hand. 

Declarer won the opening lead In 
hand. Without benefit of Eaafa 
strength -showing double, declarer 
might have gone after dSamanda, or 
Jed twice toward dummy's heart 
honors- Warned that East probably 
bekl diamond length as well ae both 
high hearts, dedarer instead crossed 
to the king of spades and succaeafiil- 
ly finessed the jack. 

With West now oat of trumps, 
declarer continued with e diamond, 
dudting when West discarded an en- 
couraging dub. East won and re- 
turned the long of dubs to South's 
see, who cashed the ace of trumps 
and long of diamonds, then ruffeu a 


in band. A dub ruff in 
dummy completed the strip of 
East's exit cards. After cashing the 
long diamond, declarer exited with 
the queen of hearts. That forced 
East to win and, although the de- 
fender COUld High 

heart, the table’s jack of hearts be- 
came the falfiDing trick. 


Britain’s Damon .Hill, leap- 
frogged from sixth to third on 
the grid with Saturday's best 
effort of 1.13.826. 

Hill's session ended specta- 
cularly, and nearly disastrously, 
when he spun out on his final 
lap and narrowly mused being 
rammed side-on by an oncom- 
ing car. 

Hill's car. was pushed to safe- 
ty by track marshalls and die 
son of former two-times world 
champion Graham Hill left the 
track by a gate. 

German Benetton Ford driv- 
er Michael Schumacher, run- 
ner-up here last year, finished 
fourth fastest with 1:14.098 
ahead of Senna's McLaren 
teammate. Mika Hakkinen of 
Finland (1:14.106). 

Defending Australian GP 
champion, Austrian Gerhard 
Bciger, held onto his place on 
the third row of the grid. 

Senna stretched his record 
career GP poles to 62, 24 
ahead of Prost and former two- 
time world champion Jim 
Dark, but it was his first since 
the Canadian race at Montreal 
on June 14, last year. 

“It's taken a long time, but 
I've got my single pole for the 
year and I'm very happy,” 
Senna told a press conference. 

“I’m surprised to be on the 
pole this weekend because 
both Damon and Alain had the 
best potential to be on the first 
row and for whatever reasons 


they iVyeren^t able to get the 
maznmrm our of yesterday. I 
had a very good lap, and got it ' 
at the right moment. 

“I went out to see what we 
could do in these conditions 
and I changed the car on pur- 
pose for the race tomorrow.” 
Senna said the times were 
slower Saturday because of the 
hotter temperatures, after two 
days of cooler, cloudy weather. 

“It was much warmer today 
and the asphalt temperature 
was a lot higher so the tyres 
were working differently titan 
yesterday's qualifying. 

Hill said a slight improve- 
ment in his Williams Renault 
car had set up bis quicker times 
Saturday. 

“We worked quite hard on 
trying to rectify the problems 
that we experienced yesterday 
and the car was certainly a 
little bit better, it was 50-50, 
improvements in the ar and 
getting used to the track.” 
Thirteen days after he 
assaulted rival driver Eddie 
Irvine, Senna said he should 
not have punched the 
Irishman. 

“Nothing justifies hitting 
him,” Senna said Saturday af- 
ter qualifying in pole position 
for the Australian Grand Prix. 
“I’m not justifying myself, but 
what went on was absurd.” 
Senna punched Irvine after 
winning the Japanese Grand 
Prix at Suzuka on Oct. 24. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Honda Accord LX 1990 American specifications. 
All options. 35,000 miles. 

Customs unpaid. 

Call 655562 day 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Friends of Archaeology announces 
the postponment of Dr. Imfan Shahid’s lecture: 

“Byzantine and Ummayad Palestine: 
the strands of contlnuety” 

From Monday November 8 
to Wednesday December 15 at ACOR 


GENEVA (AFP) — AC Milan - 
face an uphill task in their bid 
for a fifth. European Cup vic- 
tory after the draw for the 
Champions League put them 
on a collision course with Wer- 
der Bremen, Anderlecht and 
FC Porto. 

Fabio Capeljo's men may be 
favourites on paper to finish 
top of Pool B, but theirs is the 
tougher of the two groups 
announced by UEFA here 
Friday. 

Despite victories in 1990, 
1989, 1969 and 1963, arid a 
place in the final this year 
against Ol-ympique Marseille,- 
the Italian Champions were 
putting a brave face on their 
fate here. 

Silva no Ramacrioni. the 
club's sporting director, said: 
“We've drawn the hardest 
pool. But we're used to things 
being difficult in the European 
Cup.” 

They will be helped by the 
fact that this season will see the 
top two from each pool move 
into the semifinals. Previously, 
the pool winners went directly 
into the finaL 

Galatasaray's reward for 
knocking out English hopefuls 
Manchester United is a place 
in Group A alongside Johan 
Cruyff’s Barcelona, winners in 
1992, Russia's Spartak Mos- 
cow and Marseille's replace- 
ments Monaco. 

Amadeo Bamabeu, Barce- 
lona.^ sporting director, said: 
“It’s a positive draw. Galata- 
saray are a good side, although 
it’s Spartak Moscow that we're 
most worried about. But at 
least we'll be playing them in 
March after their break. 

“We’ll have to watch out for 
Monaco, since they've reached 
this stage of the competition.". 

Galatasaray could well reach 


the semis, along with Barce- 
lona. 

The Turkish side, who 
knocked Monaco out of the 
quarterfinals of the same com- 
petition ;n 19?° . n^rtninly have 
no doubts. 

Mehmet Cansun, the dub's 
general secretary, said “I am 
sure that we will at least reach 
the semifinals. We’ve had good 
results against the best sides in 
Europe, like Eintracht Frank- 
fort and AS Roma, for the past 
four or five years. 

Qub President Alp Yalman - 
added: “I’m optimistic. What's 
to stop us making Barcelona 
suffer the same fate as Man- 
chester United?” 

Monaco coach Arsene Wen- 
ger vowed to wreak vengeance 
on the Turks for their humb- 
ling of Alex Ferguson’s men. 

“We will get revenge for 
Manchester United, and I 
don't think the surprise ele- 
ment will have such an effect 
now. But I don’t yet know the 
strength of their team,” Wen- 
ger said. 

The round-robin leagues 
start on Nov. 24 and finish on 
April 13, 1994. The top side in 
each pool play the runners-up 
in the other pool in a sudden- 
death match to decide the final 
line-up on May 18. 

English hopes now fall on 
Arsenal and their favourable 
draw in the quarterfinals of the 
European Cup Winners' Cup 
next March. 

Holders Parma, who needs a 
penalty shoot-out to beat 
Israeli minnows Maccabi Haifa 
in midweek, will need to raise 
their game against Ajax Am- 
sterdam, whose flowing attack- 
ing football has swept aside the 
Turks of Besiktas and 
Croatia’s Hajduk Split. 

But Arsenal, who walloped - 


Standard Liege 10-0 on aggre- 
gate. have been rewarded with 
a trip to Torino for their first 

Kenneth Friar, the Gunners’ 
managing director, said: “We 
are very pleased to play Tori- 
no, one of the best teams in 
Europe at the moment. 

“I am delighted to play in 
Italy again. I wouldn't dream 
of making a forecast. I’m not 
Muhammad Ali.” 

British bookmakers William 
Hill had no such reservations 
about Arsenal’s chances, quot- 
ing them as second favourites 
to life the trophy. 

Parma are Ii-4 favourites, 
but George Graham's men are 
rated 5-1 against Torino's even 
money. 

Torino, currently midtable 
in the calcio, represent a much 
easier target than the other two 
fearsome sides in the Last eight 
— Real Madrid and Paris St 
Germain, who face each other 
in a match of real vengeance. 

In last season’s UEFA Cup 
quarterfinals. Real beat PSG 
3-1 in Madrid, but the French 
won the return leg 4-1 at the 
Parc Des Princes with a late 
flourish. 

Jean-Michel Moutier, PSG's 
sporting chief, said ‘it will be 
revenge for Real Madrid, and 
for us, the chance to confirm 
our brilliant qualification last 
spring. 

“Of course, it’s bound to be 
a difficult match, but the good 
thing is that we're playing the 
second leg at the Parc, like last 
season, and Til be hoping for' 
the same result'." 

Real's director general In- 
nocendo Arias acknowledged 
that revenge would be in the 
air. 

“The players were hoping to 
get PSG — but this time, we've 


been warned." 

In the fourth mqig|i. Benfica 
start off by ho|{)pg Bayer 
Leverkusen of Ggftneny. * 

If Arsenal fang g|* happy 
with their oppot» 8 pts, the 
UEFA Cup draw gguld have 
been kinder to tygffyich City, 
who downed Bayeft Munich in 
the second roun$, 

The Canaries face Inter 
Milan, but are frightened of no 
one. r „ 

Norwich . manager Mike 
Walker said: “IV® are delight- 
ed with the draw, t think it's 
just reward for the good win 
over Bayern Munich and I am 
delighted for the- fans that it's 
such a fantastic fixture. 

“Inter Milan have some 
world-class players but then so 
did Bayern Munich, so we’ll 
approach it in exactly the same 
way.” 

Skipper Ian Butterworth 
said: “It’s a great test against 
the cream of Italian football. 
No one gave us a chance 
against Bayern but we came 
through that with flying col- 
ours and over two games who 

knows what might happen." 

• 

Internazionale only beat 
Apollon Limassol 4-3 .on 
aggregate after drawing 3-3 in 
Cyprus Wednesday night. 

Tenerife have arguably the 
toughest match against holders 
and Italian League leaders 
Juventus. 

Borussia Dortmund, last 
year's finalists, should get the 
better of Denmark's If Brond- 
by to make the quarterfinals, 
but their German neighbours 
Eintracht Frankfurt have a 
tougher task. 

Frankfort, three points clear 
at the top of their domestic 
league, fare Aston Villa's con- 
querors Dcportivo La Coruna. 
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lO^a Tel.: 6341441 

nffliMUNBA 


JURASSIC PARK 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, I0JU 


Tel.; 677420 


CONCORD “ft’ 

Harrison Ford — in 

The Fugitive 

Shows: 1230. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD c 2’ 

Tom Cruise & Demy Moore — in 

A Few Good Men 

_ Shows: 12:30, 3:15. 6:00. 8:15. 10:15 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


PLAZA 


Eric Roberts — in 

Best of the Best II 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 5:00. 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 


Tel.: 675571 

RsbH Al Muhinfi Thaetre 


presents a play entitled: 

Al llm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jafajel, 
Hassan Al Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 


Nabfl & Htaham’8 ™.: 625155, 

ArtLAN TMHATU 


The political comedy 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMIT 

£aify 8:30 p.m. . 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis available 
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Elections reflect King’s commitment to 
democracy — ex-ambassador Harrison 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
The multi-party parliamentary 
elections to be held in Jordan 
Nov. 8 — the first since 


on 


1956 where a number of parties 
can legally participate — are a 
testament to King Hussein's 
commitment to democracy, 
former U.S. ambassador to 
Jordan, Roger Harrison, said 
Friday. 

Mr. Harrison discussed the 
upcoming elections in Jordan 
during a luncheon sponsored 
by the Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy, 'the U.S. 
official completed his tour of 
duty in Jordan several months 
ago. 

"It is hard to exaggerate the 
King’s dedication to democra- 
cy," Mr. Harrison stressed. 
Democratisaiion, he said, is 
the King’s "leading political 
cause." 

The Nov. 8 election, "be- 
cause it is a free election,” will 
be another step in the demo- 
cratisation process. 

"If there is one thing for 
which King Hussein would 
Hike to be remembered in the 
Arab World it is as a pioneer of 
democracy." * 

Commenting on the King's 
views on democracy. Mr. Har- 
rison said “I think he sees the 
democratic idea as the only 
counterweight, the only idea 
that can fill the kind of ideolo- 
gical void that the death of 
other ideologies in the Arab 
World has left ” 

King Hussein is looking for 
"the glue that can hold 
together social organisations, a 
glue which is Islamic, but is not 
fundamentalist,” Mr. Harrison 


said. "I think in the view of the 
King, that glue has to be demo- 
cracy." 

Venturing to make a predic- 
tion on tbe elections. Mr. Har- 
rison said “I think we will find 
that the parliament looks pret- 
ty much as it does now. I don’t ' 
'expect there to be any great 
changes." 

“I think people will be look- 
ing at trend lines and momen- 
tum, more than absolute re- 
sults,” he noted. Mr. Hanison 
stressed that all parties and 
factions in Jordan are seeking 
political stability and a con- 
tinuation of democracy. 

Noting the democratic ex- 
periment in Jordan has re- 
sulted in a more politically 
mature and pragmatic electo- 
rate, Mr. Harrison said “I 
don’t think there is any faction 
in Jordan right now that would 
like to see the present system 
upset. No one would like at 
this point to have a confronta- 
tion on any front." 

"This is true in pan,” he 
said, "because the present sys- 
tem has begun working, begun 
dealing with real problems. It 
has begun legislating, debating 
things that the country cares 
about. It has begun showing 
results.” 

Asked whether the Middle 
East peace process will be a 
major factor in the elections. 
Mr. Harrison said "My guess is 
it will not be the preeminent 
issue on the agenda of most 
voters in Jordan.” Religious 
principles, tribal affiliations 
and economic issues will sway 
voters more so than attitudes 
on the peace process, he said. 

J noking past the Nov. 8 



Roger Hanison 
election. Mr. Harrison said 
observers of politics in Jordan 
can take either a cynical or 
hopeful view. 

“The cynical view.” he said, 
"would be that the Muslim 
Brotherhood movement is bid- 
ing its time. It knows it cannot 
at this moment take on the 
status quo. It certainly cannot 
confront the King, who is at his 
peak of popularity in Jor- 
dan...” The Islamists can. 
however, “build their gras- 
sroots support and wait for 
itheir day to come.” he added. 

• A mnn> hnrv>fi 


A more hopeful view. Mr. 
Harrison said, suggests that 
"what we are seeing in Jordan 
is really the success of the 
democratic experiment.” 
"One thing democracy is 
supposed to do is force ideolo- 
gical movements to become 
political ones. There is evi- 
dence that that is happening. 
What it is supposed to do is 
lead to... public insistence on 


not abandoning democratic in- 
stitutions. I think we are seeing 
that too.” he said. 

Democracy has yielded an 
electorate in Jordan that wants 
more than just political slo- 
gans, Mr. Harrison said. Politi- 
cians that can't deliver may be 
voted out of office. “There has 
been forced on all political 
parties... a kind of democratic 
pragmatism which I think is 
very hopeful." Mr. Harrison 
said. 

This political maturity and 
pragmatism will translate into 
a high voter tumouLon Nov. 8. 
Mr. Harrison predicted. Voter 
turnout for elections in 1989 
"was exceedingly low,” he 
noted. This was due to the 
public's low expea ations for 
parliament at the time, he said. 

However, voter attitudes 
have changed, Mr. Harrison 
added. "Now, I think you'll 
see in this election that voter 
turnout will be considerably 
higher." 

"People have accepted that 
this is a serious experiment 
that is going to go on, that it is 
not going to be cancelled... 
Therefore they are now going 
to be ready to participate.” 
Mr. Harrison said. 

There is evidence, Mr. Har- 
rison said, that democrat is a - 
tion in Jordan has “created a 
popular backfire against the 
forces of reaction and anti- 
democracy in the country and 
that given a few years time the 
social consciousness in Jordan 
will be changed in such a way 
that whatever happens, (and) 
whoever rises to power, demo- 
cracy would (remain) an un- 
alterable fart.” 


Environment group to meet in Egypt 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
For over a year and a half a 
extinguished group of profes- 
sional consultants from 40 na- 
, tkms have quietly tackled bask: 
environmental problems in the 
Middle East. 

They will convene in Cairo 
'Nov. 15 and’16, for the fourth 
■round of multilateral talks on 
the environment as part of the 
overall Middle East peace pro- 
cess, Dr. Tom Miller, head of 
! the U.S. Environmental de- 
said Friday. 

Miller says Utile notice 
has been pauMfy the media fo 
die tectmihirexperts who meet 
twice a year as do five other 
"multilateral" groups set up as 
a result of the Madrid confer- 
ence in 1991 “because dele- 
gates agreed from the outset 
that their discussions would 
remain dosed to die press.” 

The American delegation in- 
dndes Mr. Miller, who is direc- 
tor of the Office of Israeli and 
Arab-braeli Affairs at the De- 
partment of State; Theodore 
Feifcr, deputy director of the 
office of Egyptian Affairs, De- 
partment of State; Ms. Mau- 
reen O’Neill, senior adviser 
and coordinator for interna- 
tional activities at the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency; Gil Jackson, environ- 
mental coordinator,' Bureau 
for tbe Near East at tbe Agen- 
cy for International Develop- 


ment 


j; and Jonathan 
ice of Coopera- 
tive Programmes in die Bureau 
of Oceans and International 
Environmental and Scientific 
Affairs at die Department of 
State. 


Four other multilateral de- 
legations have recently com- 
pleted die 4th round, those on 
Economic Development were 
in Copenhagen Nov. 8 and 9; 
on Arms Control in Moscow, 
Nov. 3 and 4; on Refugees, in 
Tunis Oct. 12-14; and on Wa- 
ter Resources iu Beijing Oct. 
26-28. 

Mr. Miller, who noted that 
the United States and tbe Rus- 
sian Federation serve as tbe 
co-sponsors of tbe multilateral 
groups, said the multilateral 
trade has been called the "en- 
gine” moving the Middle East 
peace process because it is 
developing solutions to very 
bask problems that plague the 
region as a whole. 

Earlier on, the environmen- 
tal group identified desertifica- 
tion (tbe spread of the desert), 
and solid and liquid waste dis- 
posal as priority concerns. 


"Multilateral negotiations 
embody two important con- 
cepts," explained Dennis 
Ross, U.S. special Middle East 
coordinator and one of tbe 
architects of tbe Madrid break- 
through. 


One “multilateral” concept, 
Mr. Ross says, "is to help the 
regional parties to deal with 
many of the sources of regional 
instability and tension and to 
explore ideas and develop 
plans that can be fully im- 
plemented when a comprehen- 
sive peace is achieved.” 

And the second, "is to facili- 
tate, and make routine Arab- 
Israeli contact.” In this area, in 
particular, the multilateral 
negotiations have been “a 
rousing success.” 

Assistant Secretary of State 
for Near East Affairs Edward 
Djerejian, in a recent address 
to the Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy, noted that in 
planning Madrid and its after- 
math, the U.S. “pushed for 
two negotiating tracks to 
address problems which exist 
in the Middle East.” 

"The first track, the bilater- 
als, was, and is, meant to re- 
solve the core bilateral issues 
at the heart of the Arab-Israeh 
dispute: namely, land peace 
and security. 

The second track, the multi- 
laterals, as an essential comple- 
ment to the bilaterals, was 
designed to address functional 
issues on a region-wide basis,” 
Mr. Djerejian said. The very 
nature of multilateral problems 
called for "expertise, energy 
and good will” from around 
the world, he stressed. 


Israeli 
soldiers 
wound 4 
in Gaza 


GAZA CITY, occupied 
ip (Agencies) — 
Israeli soldiers shot and 


Gaza Strip (Agencies 


wounded four Palestinians 
during a general strike Satur- 
day on . the Gaza. Strip, 
Palestinians said. 

Two were shol in Beit 
Hanun village and two others 
at the Nusseirat refugee 
camp, they said. 

Merchants closed their 
shops to observe the strike 
called for by the Islamic Jihad 
in Palestine to mark the 
anniversary of the intifada 
against Israeli occupation. 
The strike was also observed 
in Arab East Jerusalem. 

The Islamic group, which is 
opposed to the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO)-Israel deal for Palesti- 
nian autonomy in the occu- 
pied territories, says the up- 
rising broke out on Nov. 6. 
1987. 

Most other Palestinian 
groups give the date as Dec. 9 
tiie same year. 


No truce 


in Kabul 


fighting 


KABUL (AFP) — A special 
ceasefire commission has been 
unable to secure a truce in 
Aghan factional fighting north- 
east of Kabul, which is now in 
its sixth day, diplomats said 
Saturday. 


A11 foreign diplomats based 
in Kabul were summoned to 
the Defence Ministry for an 
afternoon briefing on fighting 
in the district centre of Tagob 
between Defence Ministry 
troops and the Hezb-e-Islami 
faction loyal to Prime Minister 
Gulbuddin Hekmatvar. . 


Diplomats were told that the 
special commission set up to 
broker a ceasefire agreement 
had so far failed in its task 
because Mr. Hekmatyar had 
refused ro accept a truce, and 
that at Saturday's commission 
meeting'the two of his repre- 
sentatives had failed to turn 


up. 


The fighting is between 
Hezb-e-lslami and Jamiat-e- 
Islami faction troops loyal to 
Ahmad Shah Masood, who 
officially resigned last May as 
defence minister, but who in 
fact is still the power behind 
dosed ministry doors, and who 
by radio has been personally 
directing his forces in the 
Tagob battle. 


It was Mr. Masood’s repre- 
sentative who briefed Kabul 
diplomats Saturday, saying 
fighting is still going on "east 
of Tagob, ” tbe district centre 
which was captured by Hek- 
matyar guerrillas late Tuesday, 
but re-captured Thursday 
according to Defence Ministry 
officials. 


Mr. Masoud's representative 
told diplomats that fighting 
would "be contained in that 
area,” meaning there would be 
no danger of it spilling over 
into Kabul, where the two par- 
ties have had no major clash 
since fast May. 

He said that by attacking 
Tagob, Mr. Hekmatyar had 
violated a general peace agree- 
ment which was reached in the 
eastern provincial capital of 
Jalalabad, last May. 


At tbe Hezb-e=Islami con- 
trolled town of Sarobi, some 35 
kilometres south bf Tagob. 
travellers report the situation 
calm with no shelling, and the 
road open to public and private 
transport between Kabul and 
Jalalabad, which is near the 
Pakistan border. 

The presidential press 
spokesman said the state was 
trying to avoid fighting in the 
Sarobi area for two reasons. It 
does not want to damage hyd- 
roelectric power stations there, 
and it does not want to cause a 
blockade of the national high- 
way running east to the Pakis- 
tan border. 


However, Kabul, whicb re- 
ceives its poweer from two 
dams at Sarobi, has been with- 
out electricity since the fighting 
began last Monday, although it 
is not dear what has caused the 
stoppage. 


PLO may execute 


alleged Mossad spy 

. . . . « j: M Dnlj 


TUNIS (Agencies) — A Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official faces likely ex- 
ecution after confessing to 
spying for the Israeli intelli- 
gence service, PLO sources 
said Saturday. 

The accused, Adnan Yas- 
sen. a consular official for the 
PLO in Tunis, was flown to 
Yemen for trial under the per- 
sonal escort of PLO Chairman 

Yasser Arafat, the sources 
said, speaking in exchange for 
anonymity. 

Yemen serves as headquar- 
ters for the Palestinian revolu- 
tionary court, which in the past 
has tried major cases such as 
rhe assassination in January 
1991 of the PLO’s security 
mastermind, Salah Khalaf. 

Mr. Yassin, 47, deputy to 
PLO envoy Hakam Balawi at 
the Tunis mission, was arrested 
Oct. 25. His son Hani was alse 
detained. 

Palestinian sources said the 
Yassins were found to have 
placed listening devices in the 
offices of Mr. Balawi and 
another top official, Mahmoud 
Abbas, who signed the auton- 
omy deal with Israel on Sept. 
13. 

Mr. Abbas and Mr. Arafat 
head the Palestinian follow-up 
committee for negotiations 
with Israel. 

The two Yassins are accused 
of making clandestine broad- 
casts to Mossad, the Israeli 
intelligence service, and they 
may have been plotting to kill 
Mr. Arafat in a car-bomb 


attack, according to Palesti- 
nian officials. 

The case has sent shudders 
through PLO ranks in Tunis. 

Officials said Adnan Yassin, 
who has been posted in Tunis 
since the late 1960s, well be- 
fore the PLO set up its bead- 
quarters here in 1982, was 
highly regarded by most 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Yassin was close to Ara- 
fat and often had direct access. 
He also had dose links to Mr. 
Abbas. 

They said Mr. Arafat made 
an unscheduled stop with his 
private jet in Tunis on Friday 
to pick up Mr. Yassin while 
shuttling from Senegal to the 
Yemeni capital Sanaa. 

However, PLO offidals in 
Yemen denied that Mr. Yassin 
had arrived and insisted he was 
still in Tunis. Further efforts to 
trace Mr. Yassin's whereab- 
outs were unsuccessful. 

Tbe trial before the military- 
style tribunal is expected to be 
swift and begin as soon as 
possible since Mr. Arafat and 
other PLO commanders are 
confident of Mr. Yassen’s 
guilt, the PLO sources told the 
AP. 


Never before have there 
been allegations of an Israeli 
agent penetrating so high into 
tbe organisation’s hierarchy. 

Through Mr. Balawi, 
Mr. Yassin nad access to some 
of the PLO's most sensitive’ 
documents, including files on 
PLO operatives based in there. 


War costs Sudan $2m 


a day, ex-minister says 


KHARTOUM (Agendes) — 
A minister in a former 
Sudanese government is warn- 
ing the current regime that 
ending the protracted and cost- 
ly civil war is the only way to 
save the country's economy. 

The criticism in a magazine 
interview, which revealed the 
war is costing $2 million a day, 
was the first by a prominent 
Sudanese of Lieutenant- 
General Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir's 4!te-year rule. 

The comments appeared 
Thursday in Al Zilal — an 
independent weekly magazine 
that under its license is not 
supposed to deal in politics. 
The government, which gener- 
ally keeps a tight rein on dis- 
sent and has had more than 
two dozen dissident military 
officers shot, has not reacted to 
the article. 

Until now, such outspoken- 
ness has been unheard-of in 
Gen. Bashir’s Sudan. No 
opposition newspapers or 
magazines are allowed, and the 
main newspapers, the offidal 
Sudan News Agency, radio 
and television are government- 
owned. 

The National Council for 
Press and Printing restricts pri- 
vate publications as to sub- 
jects. Al Zilal is supposed to 
report only on cultural ■ and 
social topics. 

In the interview, economist 
Awad Abdul Mageed said the 


expenditures on the war are 
wrecking the economy and 
adding problems in foreign re- 
lations that deny Sudan badly 
needed financial help. 


“The civil war in the south is 
one of the main causes behind 
the current economic de- 
terioration Sudan is witnes- 
sing,” Mr. Abdul Mageed said. 

Sudan owes $15 billion in 
foreign debts. The Internation- 
al Monetary Fund has ruled it 
ineligible for loans and in Au- 
gust suspended its voting rights 
because of payment arrears 
totalling $1.5 billion dating 
from as far back as 1984. 


Mr. Abdul Mageed, 64, was 
finance minister in 1985-86, in 
a civilian government that 
served under a transitional 
military junta that ousted long- 
time dictator Gaafar Numeiri. 
He headed Sudan's central 
bank in 1971-72. 


Mr. Abdul Mageed said the 
war was costing more than 
Sudan has in foreign currency 
reserves, which is causing 
pumping up inflation. r - 

“^Without stopping this war, , 
Sudan will never be able to 


alleviate the high cost of living, 
let alone end the suffering,” he 
said. An end to the war “will 
open new doors for the rehabi- 
litation of our foreign relations 
and will lead to huge amounts 
of aid to the country.” 


Hectic three- week electioneering grinds to an end today 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Three weeks of 
hectic campaigning, backed 
with banners, posters, leaf- 
lets, lavish meals, computers, 
rallies and alleged vote- 
buying. comes to a dose to- 
day, the last day for offidal 
electioneering before the 
Kingdom goes to the polls 
tomorrow. 

Ministry of Interior figures 
showed that 1.203 million of 
the 1.514 million voters had 
collected their voting cards 
before the deadline expired 
at 4 p.m. Friday. 

Officials expect between 70 
and 75 per cent of those who 
collected the cards to exercise 
their voting right when the 
polling .booths open at 7 a.m. 
Monday for Jordan's first 
multi-party elections since 
1956. 

Counting begins as soon as 
the booths close at 7 p.m.. 
but district governors could 
extend polling for another 
two hours at their discretion 
to facilitate the process. 

Initial results are expected 
to come in late evening Mon- 
day and the early hours of 
Tuesday. The Minister of In- 
terior is expected to 
announce the official results 
around noon Tuesday. 

Candidates appeared to 
have thrown in everything 
they had into the final day of 
' the campaign, with huge ads 
in newspapers and last- 
minute hustings before the 
dock struck midnight, when 
by law. they have to take 
down the colourful banners 


screaming their election 
themes from strategic and 
some not-so~strategic spots in 
the streets. "We spent so 
much time and money over 
the last few weeks that it is a 
pity if we fail to catch a few' 
uncommitted votes on the 
final day.” said the campaign 
manager of a businessman- 
med -candidate in Amman. 


cu 


Some never-say-die candi- 
dates even put new banners 
Saturday evening, obviously 
with hopes that they could 
catch the eye of the unde- 
cided voter during the last 24 
hours of campaigning. It 
appeared to be a thoughtful 
move, given the fact that 
many of the thousands of 
election banners decorating 
the streets had degenerated, 
mainly because of rainfall last 
week. 

Restaurants and outdoor 
caterers reported brisk busi- 
ness over the last three 
weeks, topped with massive 
orders for Sunday from 
candidates who apparently 
believe the way to a voter's 
mind is also through his or 
her palate. 

"People tend to remember 
the last meal they had and 
perhaps even those who 
offered it to them" 'before 
voting Monday, was the icy 
comment of the campaign 
manager of a former official 
who apparently seeks better 
pastures outside state 
bureaucracy. 

While some obviously 
sympathy-seeking candidates 
have been pleading that they 
were so poor that their 
"friends” had to pay for 



For the working class candidates writing on walls 
appeared to be cheaper as opposed to the 


multi-colour posters of those who could afford it 
(Photo by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 


printing posters, others 
appeared to take pride in 
announcing that their posters 
numbered 10 times the num- 
ber of the actual voters in 
their districts. 

“Who knows, perhaps the 
leftovers might come in 
handy in 1997." commented 
the campaign manager. 

If food was a tool for some, 
according to some reports, 
useful household items such 
as heaters and blankets were 
the timely “gift" of some 
others with an obvious eye on 
the votes of the women. Yet 
some others distributed cam- 
paign pencils and sharpners 
as well as books among 
schoolchildren, apparently 


hoping the children could in- 
fluence their parents or even 
hoping to "catch them 
young,” as some voters put 
it. 

Computer troubleshooters 
complained that they had to 
be on standby round the 
clock to fix the systems of 
candidates who opted for 
"the scientific method" to 
reach the hearts and minds of 
voters. 

But complaints from candi- 
dates themselves ranged from 
charges against rivals of tear- 
ing down posters and banners 
to short-circuiting power at 
campaign headquarters at 
strategic hours — typical 
allegations frequently heard 


in many of the Third World 
countries, particularly in 
Asia, which have embraced 
democratic elections as a way 
for life decades ago and used 
to even physical elimination 
of rivals in the race to legisla- 
tive power. 

At least in one instant, the 
election offices of a candidate 
in Irbid was burned down 
after someone threw an in- 
cendiary device at the pre- 
mises in the first week after 
the Ministry of Interior 
accepted nominations begin- 
ning Oct. 14. 

Several people sleeping in- 
side escaped injuries, but the 
candidate had to write 


off 


posters, banners and all other 


election paraphernalia. Sub- 
sequent reports said police 
dogs traced the arsonist to a 
rival candidate’s office, but 
nothing was heard of rhe 
affair since then. 

If arson indeed was the 
way of some candidates to 
gain an edge, several “poor” 
candidates complained that 
their “rich” rivals were 
“buying votes” — in some 
cases as much as JD 150 per 
vote. While everyone named 
the "culprits’’ in private no 
one would go on record with 
the allegation. 

Some of them said the 
modus operandi of some of 
the “vote-buyers” is to make 
a “down-payment,” and then 
"settle the account” when the 
actual vote is cast in his 
favour. 

But how could anybody be 
sure that the voter lived up to 
his or her part of the bargain? 

"Thar is relatively easy.” 
said a campaign worker. He 
explained that the process 
involved the voter going up 
to the officer in the polling 
booth claiming to be illiterate 
and requesting an official to 
write the name of the candi- 
date of the voter’s choice on 
the ballot. 

"The catch is.” explained 
the campaign worker, "the 
voter has to say the name of 
the candidate loud enough 
for the candidate's voting 
agent at the centre to hear. 
Once the agent is satisfied 
that the vote has actually 
been cast in favour of his 
candidate, the deal is com- 
pleted. of course, away from 
watchful eves.” 


Many candidates said they 
would foil the “vote-buying” 
by insisting that “illiterate 
voters prove their illiteracy.” 

“In any case,” said a candi- 
date from the south, “my 
people will demand that com- 
munications between illiter- 
ate voters and polling offi- 
cials be confined to the voting 
booth, out of the earshot of 
anyone else.” 

Offidals said, as a rule, 
that would be the case. 

The relevant article in the 
Election Law lists violations 
as: 

— Impersonations, voting 
more than once in one elec- 
tion, possession of arms in 
voting centres, forced entry 
into voting and counting cen- 
tres with the purpose of in- 
fluencing or delaying the pro- 
cess or causing harm to offi- 
cials responsible for the pro- 
cess, influencing the freedom 
of election, or delaying the 
election process in any form, 
tampering with ballot boxes 
or ballots or voting records. 

Violators could be impris- 
oned for a period of three 
months to three years and 
face a fine of up to JD 500 or 
both. 

Complaints of “disappear- 
ing” voting cards of people 
who are seen to favour cer- 
tain candidates were also 
heard. Some of them were 
reported to have "reap- 
peared” a few minutes before 
the collection deadline ended 
Friday, but, again, while re- 
criminations were loudly 
voiced in private, no one 
would go on record register- 
ing their grievances. 



MIctifko begins 
trip without 
restored voice 


TOKYO (AFP) — Empixa 
Michiko, who has been " 
to speak since a 
month, began a five-day 
vincial trip Saturday witi 
Emperor Akihito, Imperii 
Household Agency offidal 
said. It was the first time tin 
empress had left Tokyo dip 
she fainted on her 59th birth 
day Oct. 20. Tbe emperor am 
tbe empress were to visit i 
welfare centre for the disable 
Saturday and a marine, re 
sources development 
in Ehime prefecture 
Japan,, the officials 




amanne re t\Vi 

ment Sunday;.. 17* v 

tare, southera MI m * * 
aals said. Or * , * 

I. ni t i ! * 


Tuesday, the ample wfll re- J’C 

view a wejforcjholity 


aged in Kochi prefecture 
southeast of Ehime. They wiB . 
also visit a folklore centre' 


Wednesday before returns*^ 
hfleo, 


home. Empress Michiko, 
first commoner to wed u- 
emperor, has been unable to 
speak because of what her doc- 
tors describe as “psychological 
damage.” 


Diana becomes 
vice president of 
U.K. Bed Cross 


LONDON (R) — Princess Di- 
ana, who is reported to be 
seeking a more active role at 
an international campaigner 
for the needy, was elevated to 
the vice presidency of the Brit- ' 
ish Red Cross. Toe organisa- 
tion said the appointment re- 
flected her increased interest is 
tbe international aid work of 
the Red Cross, seen in visits ta. 
Zimbabwe and Nepal char- 
year. The 32-year-old primps 
has been cultivating a serious, 
campaigning image to suit her 
semi-independent statin since 
her marriage to Prince 
Charles, heir to the British 
throne, formally broke down 
nearly a year . ago. Media re- 
ports have said she is keen to 
establish herself as a rovmg 
royal ambassador to the 
world's poor and sick to thwart 
any police attempts to down- 
grade her position became c£ 
her failed marriage. The prin- 
cess acted to protect her image 
Thursday by disinissuigTqjortsr 
she had suffered a relame in 
her battle against the 
and-purge eating disorder bufi- 
mia. In an unusually direct 
response to tabloid gossip, she 
joked in a speech abort being 
portrayed as being on the brink 
of a breakdown and forever 
vomiting her food down the 
toilet. Tire princess wfll retain 
her old postion within the 


ase oi 


* \ 


movement as patron of the. ’ 


British Red Cross, the I n | * j 

nisation said in a statement.. " 

Tbe president of tbe British! 

Red Cross is Princess Diana’s 
mother-in-law, Queen Eli- 
zabeth. 


Brazil governor 

shoots 

ex-governor 


BRASILIA (AP) — Police 
arrested the governor of the 
northeastern state of Paraibah 
after he shot and wounded a 
rival politician who criticised 
him pHblidy, according ta 
radio and press reports. Gov-, 
ernor Ronaldo Cunha Lima 
was in custody after shooting* 
Tarcisio Burin, a former gov-; - 
ernor of the state, CBN Racfiof 
reported. .The government 
press -office of Paraiba told the* ; 
Associated Press in a tele- 
phone interview that Mr. Bun-’ : 
ti was wounded in the mouth - 
and chest. Mr. Bnriti under- 
went surgery and is oat of 
danger, the press office said. 
The shooting took place are* 
restaurant m Joao Pessoa, ti*' . 
state capital 2,500 kilometres , 
from Brasilia. The gpverobr' 
fired three times; two of ti*! . 
shots found their mark, the 1 
Joroal Do. Brasil Rio drily, 
said. A Paraiba civil advent* 
said that Mr. Buriti, a membef 
of tiie Liberal Front Party, was; . 
a main critic of tire governor, 1 
member of the Brazilian 
Democratic Movement Party-}. 


Omar Sharif 
recovering from 
heart surgery 


LONDON (AP) — Actat 
Omar Sharif left a London- 


hospital, 11 days after uadflV 
going heart surgery. The 61' • 
star of Dr. ZbivagP* ~ 
Of Arabia had. f 
ass qperatknu 
out by .Sir Msgffi Yaeoeb 
at Harefield Hospital, 
London, on Oct. 25. “He Pp 
spend a couple of weeks »■ 
London so he is near the hosr 
pital in case be needs us befW* - 
returning to his borne i® 
France,” a hospital spoke* 1 
woman said anonymously. - 


